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Wonka Vision 
Back Issues 


Issue #15 - $2ppd, 84 pp, standard, 
white bond, glossy full color cover. 
Interviews with The Faint, The Lot Six, 
Sean Na Na, Gameface, Propagandhi, 
Strike Anywhere, Wesley Willis, Anti 
Flag, Angry Young N Poor, 2 Man 
Advantage. Articles : “Homosexuality 
and Our Youth”, “underground publising 
Conference 2001”, “VH1 Bands on the 
Run”, Ending Racism through 
Knowledge”, “Quiz- Are you High 
Maintenance”, “The Omaha Story - 
Bright Eyes, Cursive, Lullaby for the 
Working Class, Son, Ambulance, the 
Faint’, “Abrubt Realizations”, “Drama 
Rama”, “Dead Serious - Rumors, Gossip, 
and a lot of shit talk”. Live Show Reviews, 
Poetry, Journal Entries, Personal Stories, 
Movie Reviews, Record Reviews. 

















Issue #16 - 84pp, standard, white bond, 
glossy full color cover. 

“The Making of a Dynasty” - A behind 
the scenes look into independent record 
labels. interviews with Fat wreck Chords, 
Revelation, Jade tree, Suburban Home, 
and Fueled By Ramen. Also Interviews 
with Le Tigre, Darkest Hour and Rainer 
Maria. 
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$ 
et? Issue 17 - 92 Pages, standard, white 
bond, glossy full color cover. 


iif; Issue 17 Features: Where are they Now: 


we Bh 


¥ Ka A look into your favorite 80’s movie 

y Stars lives. Featuring Willy Wonka & the 

SAS Chocolate Factory, Ferris Bueller's Day 

om Ns tise, Off, Better Off Dead & The Goonies. 

mae oy .¢ Interviews with The Dismemberment 

BTiS 5 17 3 Plan, Davey Havok of AFI, The Virus, The 
% Vaan. 


5 International Noise Conspiracy, Rocky 
Votolato of Waxwing, Hot Water Music, The Strap Onz, The Jedi Five, 
Blueline Medic, The Icarus Line, Recover, Sorry About Dresden, Thrice, 
Sage Francis, No Motiv, & Saves the Day.Music, Magazine, Video Game 
Reviews. 


Back Issues are available for $3 each. That is assumning that anyone 
wants one. Send well concealed cash to Wonka Vision, PO.Box 
63642, Philadelphia, PA 19147. 


Thank you’s: This is where | get to thank everyone who helped in 
the making of this thing and it's conception from ol Tollalaliarem (omelare 
There are a ton of people to thank whom without them it would 
never have been possible. Sometimes | sit back and reflect upon 
all these great people. Talented artists, prolific writers and | just 
want to hug them. Sometimes |'d like to kiss them. But regard- 
less, their hard work amounting up to a hell of a lot of frustration 
between the e-mails that didn’t go through, files that took ten, 
sometimes twenty minutes to download, having to cut class just to 
work on Wonka stuff...none of it goes overlooked by me. | guess it 
would be easy and make people feel good to mention their names, 
but | really don’t fucking feel like it. I'd just rather that they know 
that | know that they deserve to get laid more often, have less 
stress in their lives, enjoy the outdoors more and be left alone by 
the nags of the world. From me to you, this is my wish. Thank you. 
- Justin 





Wonka Vision Magazine Staff 









Editor/Publisher!Marketing/Advertising 
JUSTIN LUCZEJKO 








Graphic Design 
CHRIS HOLUB, ELYSA STEIN, JUSTIN LUCZEJKO 







Punctuation and a Red Pen 
JESSICA EMILI, MICHELLE BOREK 







Photography 
ANDREW WERTZ (Accredited from Last Issue - I'm Sorry Buddy) 










Cover (and Headers) 
KEVIN DAROUIAN 









Contributing Writers 
BILL GORDON, CHRIS HOLUB, TINY, MILKMAN, RICH 
HORNSWAGGLER, SCOTT GARDNER, STACY LONG, 
BEN NADLER, DAVE MASON, JEFF ZITO, JULIA KAG- 
NANSKIY, WILLOW WELTER, LARA CONLEY, MARK 
LIBERTY, JESSE HODGES, ELYSA STEIN, CHRIS- 
TIAN FAZIO, LILLIAN PONTIUS-GOLDBLATT, DEREK 
FREESE, ERICA SPATZ, GREG TYNDAL, JAKE NISEN- 
FELD, KEVIN DAROUIAN, MATT WALKER, BRIAN 
GARNER, SEAN FREIDMAN, TREV TRAHAN, ZACH 
CLARKE 













Contact Info. 
WONKA VISION MAGAZINE 
P.O. BOX 63642 

PHILADELPHIA PA 19147 










Web site - Updated by Justin Luczejko 
www.wonkavisiononline.com 










ADVERTISING: Call/E-mail for Rates 
Wustinwonka@yahoo.com 
(215)-413-2136 

Deadline: June 20th, 2002 
Street date: July 15th, 2002 













DISTRIBUTION: Desert Moon Periodicals, Tower Records 
(100 store Worldwide) Zine O Rama, Speedimpex Canada, 
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Suburban Home also over 30 Street Team kids in the U.S 


NEXT ISSUE - #19 Out July15th 2002 -Jimmy Eat World, The 
Dead Kennedys, Engine Down, Sparta, A Section on Spoken 
Word Artists, John from Concerts East and the Asbury Skate 
and Surf Festival, Coheed & Cambria, Me First and the Gimmee 
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NEW STUFF COMING SOON 

FROM GBH, MANDA & THE MARBLES, 
ICONS OF FILTH, INDK, PLUS KILLER 
NEW PUNK/HARDCORE COMPS! 














and TONS more! Nashville Pussy! and 20 more! 


Cd'S-il, LP'S-$9, CD-SAMPLER-$3.99 (ALL PRICES PED U.S.) 
GO-KART RECORDS PO BOX 20 PRINCE ST. STATION NYC NY 10012 WW W.GOKARTRECORDS.COM 





DITORS Tass 


First thing is first, Go to: 
www.ASocialDisease.com and sign up! 


For the past two days I’ve been stewing over 
ideas as to what | should write about in my 
Editors Letter. Lots of things went through 
my head. Why my knee hurts and my body 
is getting rusty. Why my car was thoroughly 
searched the other night by police officers 
while | was on a date with this hot girl? Or 
why my friend Jeff left a message on my 
machine forgetting his own name. | even con- 
templated writing a serious political com- 
mentary on Social Security and healthcare in 
America. I'll get to that one another time. 


Well, | was listening to some the radio on my 
ride home tonight and | heard this announcer 
going on and on about how he was going on 
vacation and how all his listeners were going 
to miss him. That’s when it hit me, NO ONE 
CARES. 


| am starting to sweat a lot more lately and | 
have no air conditioner in this apartment that 
| call an office. | don’t even have a fan. All of 
my friends are graduating college and | feel a 
desire to work less and less. I’m really excited 
that soon they will all become pizza deliver- 
ers and I'll get hooked up. 


Shocking as it seems, I’ve been thinking a lot 
lately. Mostly about how I’m going to make 
money this summer without a separate part 
time job, but also why | keep seeing bands 
who I’ve done shows for, bands I’ve inter- 
viewed, and bands I’ve grown up loving on 
television. Sure, years ago Rancid occasion- 
ally made it to the silver screen, but the 
onslaught in recent months has been noth- 
ing more then stunning. If it wasn’t Jimmy 
Eat World on MTV it was Bad Religion on 
Conan O'Brien. And if it wasn’t Pennywise on 
stage at the Olympics it was Face to Face on 
Carson Daily. And by god did | see Sensefield 
on Jay Lenno last week? God only knows 
who | missed the nights | was watching COPS 
marathons. 


Not only am | seeing the bands that once 
graced early covers of Wonka Vision being 
pumped into Best Buys like Methadone into a 
junkie, but | feel it in my own backyard. Many 





of the bands who I’m friends with are getting signed 
and talking more and more about contracts, buyouts 
and advances every day. Don’t get me wrong, | think 
it's fantastic and | am happy that everyones hard 
work is finally paying off. 


Although being this close to the action seems unreal 
and borderline unbelievable, I’m learning that this 
wave of major labels hand picking the best of the 
best out of the underground music world happens 
all the time. In fact, this system (Independent, D.I.Y., 
Underground - Call it what you want.) acts as a train- 
ing camp to these major labels who go “prospect 
shopping” ALL THE TIME. This time the A&R repre- 
sentatives are tuned in and now every major label 
needs a Blink 182, or a band with that “hardcore 
sound”. 


Not much is shocking nowadays as far as this is all 
concerned. And it happens so fast. A band doesn’t 
need to tour or have a record out for more then 
a month and there are already widespread buzzes 
stirred up instantaneously. 


How we react to it is the key. In a small way we are 
all responsible for the success of these bands. Every 
time we told someone to “check them out” or put a 
song on a mix tape, or covered them in our zines 
we added another brick of charcoal to the fire that 
burns who they are today. And although many of our 
beloved rockers are moving onto the sometimes less 
musically educated mainstream populous, we should 
feel happy for them. Not bitter because we can’t hang 
with them after the show now that they are playing 
bigger venues. Our love and dedication helped them 
to get to the big screen and if we blame them we 
must first be pointing the fingers at ourselves. 


Think about this the next time you call a band whom 
you loved two years ago a “sellout”. You should be 
bitched slapped. Like it or not, an underlying goal for 
anyone involved in the music industry is to survive 
solely on creating his/her art and NOT have to work 
for the man. 


Our small scenes, They are our Urban Stompng 
Ground. No matter what they take from it, we know 
where it all started. In our hearts. That’s something 
that they can never take away. No matter how many 
videos showing a party full of people making out in 
their underwear they create - and collectively, we all 


go, “huh?” _ Justin 











WHIPPERSNAPPER 


NEW ALBUM IN STORES 3.19.2002 
PPER VISIT WWW.FUELEDBYRAMEN.COM FOR MORE INFO 
WWW.WHIPPERSNAPPERMUSIC.COM 


OUT NOW: 
LESS THAN JAKE "GOODBYE BLUE AND WHITE" ({¢f FUELEDBYRAMENRECORDS 
RECOVER "RODEO AND PICASSO" \J PO BOX 12563 GAINESVILLE, FL 32604 USA 


K, EMO, HBRDSORE. INDIE, Ol, 


OVER 28, 000. ‘ITEMS 


CHECK QUT OUR LOCAL SECTION WE’LE EVEN SELL YOUR BAND’S MUSIC! 
FREE MP3S, TOUR DATES,BAND NEWS,RECORD LABEL NEWS... 


GO TO WWW. INTERPUNK,COM 








That Insincere Whining Sissy 

Wonka Vision, Issue 17 looks fantastic. I’m reading (and 
enjoying) The Dismemberment Plan interview right 
now! Let me just say that that the Just Say No To Dash- 
board Confessional has made my week thus far. I’m 
making copies to give to my girlfriend and my sister 
because they unfortunately are fans of that insincere whin- 
ing sissy. I’ve tried to get them to listen to Jeff Mangum 
& his marvelous work that is Neutral Milk Hotel, but 
to no avail they still prefer to listen to crap. Thanks. 
-Mike, Punk Core 


The Whalers are a Bunch of Fagotts 

Sup dawg, I just got the new issue and wanted to say 
it looks spodiodiedopilicious, for real, the shit is tight. 
Other than a few pieces that don’t quite mesh with the 
overall layout, the issue as a whole seems so big time. 
This ain’t your mother’s Wonka Vision, if you know 
what I mean. I can’t even think of it like I used to, cause 
it’s bigger man...you made the jump, congrats... and for 
all the names in there, I didn’t see mine thrown around... 
not even for my photographs of AFI, which look sweet. I 
also want to give props to Chris cause her layout is tight. 
-Andrew, Hartford 


But I heard they Suck Live 

Justin, I loved the Fat Wreck feature in the last issue, it 
was very nostalgic for me. After reading it | heard that 
NOFX and Rancid were playing here in San Diego and 
I had to buy a ticket! 

-Kyle, Holiday Matinee 


It’s Been a While... 

Wonka Vision, I got the new issue. It’s definitely one of 
the best zines that have come through here in a while. 
Of course I liked the cover story, only because anyone 
that runs a label likes to hear about what other labels are 
doing. But you cover a variety of stuff and the writing 
is great. Thanks. 

-Brian, Pluto Records 


Tax Free Living 

Justin, What’s up guy? This is Todd, from that youth 
hostel in Chicago in 2000. If you can call it a hostel in the 
first place... Long time no hear. How’s life? Congratu- 


cl Tcho Ree 





lations on Wonka Vision! 
I’m glad it’s doing well. 
We’re on break from med 
school, year 2, and only 
5 or so months until we 
get to do real stuff to 
patients. Actually, one of 
my friends had a patient 
once that made me think 
of you, a punk guy that the 
older doctors were being 
weird about. And I went, 
“ding,” hey, how’s that kid 
Justin doin’? It’s funny 
how much of a differ- 9X 
ence a generation makes, 
because we were very 
cool with him. But here’s 
a story: It turns out this 
guy was 20 years old, 
pierced everywhere, yel- 
low-gold hair, standard digs etc. but he got into a car acci- 
dent a year back and is now paralyzed waist down with a 
wheelchair. We saw him at the spine clinic over in the middle 
of LA and he was coming off of addiction on something and 
starting up on another, didn’t remember what. What really 
got me was that some lawyer from some big-shot law firm 
went up to him one day and employed him. But get this, he 
goes to various businesses around LA in his chair and asks to 
use a restroom. If the company doesn’t have a handicapped- 
accessible restroom, he goes back to Mr. Lawyer-guy, who 
sues the crap out of the business for failing to comply with 
Disability Access etc. Each case nets him $2,000 (tax-free, 
imagine that), which made me wonder how much Mr.Lawyer 
is getting. Last I heard, the patient wasn’t too thrilled 
about his relationship with the lawyer, and it made me 
hate lawyers even more. 
-Todd, St. Louis 



















T ISSUE 


Ss aye an inter- 
view with Space Ghost himself. 







Find out the truth behind the 
making of one of the funniest 
shows on television. 







Punk Planet, MRR Who? 

Hi Justin, This is Avi over at Springman, just responding to 
your post on our message board. I got your zine yesterday, 
its really good, thanks! Seriously, this is what Punk Planet 
and MRR should be like, with actual content, rather than 
being all artsy or just having lame fights with other people in 
the music scene that nobody except for them cares about. 
-Avi, Springman Records 
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Good Thing I was Taking a Shit! 

Yo dude, I was reading the new Wonka Vision (which looked 
AMAZING) in John Wylie’s bathroom the dude who runs 
Eulogy Records,) this morning. Good thing I was already 
taking a shit, because when I read that letters section I lost 
it! It was amazing!!! Then I checked out the web page today. 
Milkman’s photo is amazing, and so is the bio. Florida is 
nice, but I cant wait to get back to NJ. 

-Rich, Knife or Death 
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I Too Have a Dream 

Dear Wonka Vision, My name is Aaron, and I’m a 29-year- 
old concerned punk rock fan from Balinas, CA. I bought 
my first copy of your zine today. I originally bought it for 
the punk music but what I got was a whole lot more. The 
article about HLS and animal testing by Stacey Long was 
very eye opening, as I am also concerned about Human Life. 
Like Martin Luther King, I too have a dream, that we are 
all united and respect the serenity of existence. Thank you 
for standing up and saying your piece. I had no idea that the 
Bank of America funded HLS and J am immediately cancel- 
ing my account and going back to my old bank, the good 
old bank of my ammo box. I truly refuse to fund these mali- 
cious companies and corporations anymore. I just wanted 
to express my appreciation for your informative and rockin’ 
zine. Thank you from all of my punk rock heart, from one 
human to another. Much Love. 

-Aaron, Bolinas, CA 


Letter from Prison 

Dear Justin, I am very grateful for your zine. It’s really rare 
to see anything like that in here and I don’t know anyone 
who has such interests. It is also laid out very well and I’d 
love to read more if you could send it. As I said in my last 
letter I am a prisoner without any funds. 

-Burley, Rarford, FL 


. Thats messed up, but I still want a Subscription 
Hello Wonka Vision, in your Feb-March issue you reviewed 
the Eyeliners new CD and I thought it was fucked up to 

« dwell on their ages. What difference does it make how old 
they are? I don’t see you mentioning how ancient the mem- 
bers of TSOL (all males of course) are. Anyway, your maga- 
zine is awesome so sign me up with a subscription. Thanks! 
-Jessica 


coecenee: 


Farmboy in Need of Relief 

Wonka Vision, I’m totally down with Anti Flag and Strike 
Anywhere, can you send me a copy of issue 15? Anything 
else you can drop to this rural punker to make study hall fly 
by would also be loved. I try to get as many zines as possible 
to hear about life off the farm - anything to get the sound of 
combines and tractors out of my ears. 

-Sean, Paulding, OH 


Gung-Ho Patriotism 

Hey Justin, We are being kicked out of our warehouse/ 
practice space after two years. The reason is that we are Anti- 
Flag and our landlord happens to be a 70-year-old Marines 
vet who suddenly decided not to renew our verbal lease soon 
after the wave of gung-ho patriotism struck the U.S. Hope all 
is going well for you. 

-Chris, Anti Flag 


Saves the Day Bashing 

Was Chris Conley smoking dope when that interview was 
conducted? He had to have been high on something, maybe 
crank? That was the worst shit I’ve ever read. Is it just me or 
did he make absolutely NO sense whatsoever? Not to men- 
tion he seemed totally uninterested in the questions and gave 
half-assed answers. Like when he was asked about making 
the Billboard Charts, COKE-ley responded, “I didn’t know 
what it meant so I didn’t really care”. Translation: “Is this 
interview almost over cause my high is wearing off... Hey 
Dave, call Mr. Nice Guy.” Wangs and Kisses 

-Jarrett Estes, www.wangoutclub.com 


EE RE LE ES 
ALL READERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
WRITE LETTERS. VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
AT WWW.WONKAVISIONONLINE.COM 
OR MAIL TO: WONKA LETTERS, P.O. 
Box 63642, PHILADELPHIA PA 19147 OR 
EMAIL WONKAWRITERS@ YAHOO.COM 
THE MAGAZINE RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO EDIT LETTERS FOR CLARITY AND 
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THE MILKMAN 


THE RETURN OF LOLLAPALOOZA? 

Say it aint so. I was praying to God 
that they wouldn’t bring back that washed up 
bullshit. It is said that 1991 was the perfect time 
for a tour like Lollapalooza and it might have 
been, but now is NOT the perfect time for its 
reincarnation. However the media thinks it is. 

Another festival. Fuck that, what we 
need is small-scale independent shows that sell 
tickets for $7. Not another roster of eight bands 
and 800 trucks of equipment to suck our wal- 
lets dry with $25 t-shirts and $4 waters. In fact 
exactly what we don’t need at this point is to 
spend $35 a ticket to see mediocre acts spoon- 
fed to us as cutting edge. We already have the 
Vans Warped Tour, as well as smaller one offs 
like the Skate and Surf Fest in Asbury Park, NJ, 
and The Gainesville fest. For those who need 
a little more meathead in their music there is 
always Ozzfest. 

I’ve read that no bands are confirmed, 
but we might be fortunate enough to see acts 
such as Staind, Incubus, and the new band fea- 
turing Chris Cornell and three-fourths of Rage 
Against the Machine. Shit if we’re lucky the 
old farts might sign Creed and Radiohead, after 
all Rollingstone said that Radiohead would save 
Rock-n-Roll! Peter Grosslight, senior vice presi- 
dent and worldwide head of music of the William 
Morris Agency (which CO-owns Lollapalooza 
with Perry Farrell) said We’re seeing barids that 
are meaning something to kids without great 
support from radio. What the hell does Gross- 
light know??? He was also quoted as saying, 
There is a sort of new alternative scene, so to 
speak. Obviously, nothing repeats exactly the 
same way, but we see things happening with the 
economy and all that. We went through a period 
where people [in the music business] cared about 
nothing but money, but now that some things 
have changed, people will be a lot more con- 
cerned about ticket pricing and doing business 
right. So I ask you again, what the hell does 


10 


Grosslight know? Apparently nothing. 

Don’t get me wrong, big business in 
not stupid. They will conduct polls and surveys 
with their target market. They will find out that 
this Scream-o thing is getting big right now, 
as well as Emotive acts (whatever the hell that 
is), just like Grunge was getting big in 91, 
and sign acts accordingly. My prediction is that 
Radiohead will headline along with Dashboard. 
I wouldn’t be surprised to see the Strokes, Pete 
Yorn or Thursday along with New Found Glory 
and the Getupkids. You know the bands in mind, 
most likely better than I, because I try to ignore 
as much of that mush as possible. 

I recently read a press release that 
stated the following about Lollapalooza: A rock 
festival designed to expose large audiences to 
urgent music that was new or had flown under 
the radar of the mass-marketing machinery. Its 
first edition brought Nine Inch Nails its large- 
scale break. The second year featured Pearl Jam, 
a little-known act at the start of the tour but 
an exploding phenomenon by the end. Over the 
years, the tour featured acts ranging from Beck 
to Ice Cube to Metallica. Doesn’t all the talk 
about bands going unnoticed, along with the 
condescending manner in which the media is 
referred to as mass-marketing machinery carry 
a certain incongruity? I think so. 

Now that I think about it, they’re right. 
There is a need for the rebirth of Lollapalooza. 
Music as a whole is in the shitter right now, just 
as it was in the early nineties. However there is 
no Urgent music to fill this void. As for unno- 
ticed bands, the organizers had better look fur- 
ther than Staind and Incubus. The reason I see 
for a Lollapalooza revival? Well, where else are 
we gonna see Linkin Park, System of a Down, 
Andrew WK, Jimmy Eat World, Nickelback, 
Sum 41, Saves the Day and Ludacris on the 
same bill? Nowhere. Now make the tickets $12 
and I’m there. -Milkman 

When we were out with Jane’s Addic- 
tion, the most-asked question besides if Jane’s 
will record again was, Are you going to revive 
Lollapalooza? Perry Farrell added. In the past 
decade, I watched the festivals, and being an 
intimate part of the original building process, 
I’ve been wanting to add something to it--not 
just have a roster of eight bands and 800 trucks 
[of equipment]. There’s so much more that can 
be done. 








CURES NOT WARS 

The Drug War has failed. Initiated by Richard 
Nixon in 1969 to scare nonusers into never 
wanting to try, the United States War on Drugs 
has, instead, served only to harass and incarcer- 


ate millions of citizens. 
How is it that in the Land of the Free 
we are not legally free to make our own deci- 
sions regarding what we choose to put into our 
own bodies? And, moreover, how many people 
do you actually know who don’t do drugs ONLY 
BECAUSE IT IS ILLEGAL? I can’t think of 
one. But in the eyes of the law, you are a crimi- 
nal for smoking pot. You are a detriment to soci- 
ety if you have a medical addiction to an illegal 
substance, but not if you are an alcoholic or 
cigarette smoker. The drug war has served in 
part to distract the American public from what 
is really going on in the dirty game of politics 
(i.e., Iran-Contra-the US government introduc- 
ing crack cocaine into poor black areas all over 
the country); since then, it has helped the prison 
industrial complex in this country to sprout and 
to thrive. Many prisons are now owned and oper- 
ated not by the states that they are in, but by 
private corporations. These companies reap bil- 
lions of dollars in profit by operating their own 
domestic, federally funded, sweatshops. Mini- 
mum wage laws do not apply in prisons, so these 
places are a perfect source of cheap, exploitive 
labor. So the profit motive is one reason WHY 
the archaic Drug War is still being waged; but 
WHO are the people it is being waged against? 
If you are reading this magazine then 
you probably know at least one person who has 
been caught with something; and chances are, if 
that person is white (and middle class), they got 
a fine and probation. If that person was black or 
Latino, however, there is an enormously higher 
likelihood that they had to serve at least SOME 
jail time, in addition to tougher fines and longer 
probation. Racism is so obvious in the statistics 
surrounding this issue, it is sickening. But even 





more disturbing than the racist aspect (which 
applies across the board for all offenses, not 
just drug charges) is the fact that the majority 
of people filling up the spots in our way-over- 
crowded prisons and jails are NONVIOLENT 
drug offenders. Many are addicts. This means, 
then, that these people are being incarcerated not 
for harming anyone else or causing problems, 
but for having a drug addiction they can’t kick. 
Because it is far cheaper (in the short term) to 
simply lock someone up than to put them into 
an effective treatment program. We are punish- 
ing drug users without really trying to solve the 
problems that lead to drug abuse in the first 
place, or find viable solutions to help these 
people get on with their lives. 

Cures Not Wars is one of the many 
groups that focuses on bringing an end to the 
drug war in all of its negative aspects. A good 
friend of mine has recently decided to start a 
chapter here in Colorado, so I am really excited 
to let people know about what it is we are 
doing. 

Cures Not Wars as a group has out- 
lined 5 basic points that they are pushing for 
(in our own words): 

1)An end to arrests of nonviolent drug 
offenders & amnesty for all prisoners of the 
War on Drugs; an end to population-based pro- 
filing as a result of our current drug policy. 

2)A moratorium on prison construc- 
tion until harm reduction, responsible use, and 
viable drug abuse therapy is made social policy. 

3)An end to biased and fear-based 
education and misinformation on drugs; Engage 
development of coherent, well-researched 
education on drugs. 

4)An end to the prohibition of plants 
with obvious medical, industrial, orecological appli- 
cations, such as hemp or ibogaine*, regardless 
of their classification as controlled substances. 

5)An end to the policy of secrecy and 
denial when it comes to the well-documented 
complicity of federal, state, and local agencies 
in protecting or covering up obvious conflicts of 
interest resulting from the War on Drugs. Basi- 
cally, if you agree with even only one of these, 
we want your help. It is obvious that the drug 
war has been doing more harm than good for 
far too long now; not only breaking up lives and 
families through arrests and incarceration, but 
also by restricting farmers from growing truly 
amazing crops such as hemp (while we cut down 
our remaining forests and drill the arctic for oil; 
both paper and fuel can be made from hemp). 

Starting April 1 2002, Cures Not Wars 
Colorado (and I believe the other chapters as 
well) are beginning a campaign to bring about 
awareness on the problems of the War on Drugs, 
which will culminate in an international Day of 
Solidarity on May 4th. We will be rallying at 
the capitol, helping with the Campus Smoke-In 
(on 4/20, of course!), sponsoring benefit shows 
and events, and hosting local speakers to speak 
throughout the month. If it is truly a free place 
we want to live in, we are going to have to 





fight for it. Please do whatever y 
you can to help the struggle; 

whether it be writing a letter a 

to your local paper or starting 

a chapter of Cures Not Wars 

in your area. There is an enormous variety of 
ways to get involved. 

For more info, get on the Internet.: 
www.cures-not-wars.org is a good place to start. 
You can also email them to find a chapter in your 
area. If there isn’t one, get one started! It’s really 
not hard to find others who believe that the drug 
war is bullshit (85% of Coloradan voters feel 
that it has not been effective in preventing drug 
abuse. Check out www.ccjrc.org for that one. 
Remember, until we each take personal respon- 
sibility for bringing about change, change will 
never come. It is up to us to make a difference, 
cause no one else will do it for us. 

*A side note on Ibogaine (from point 
#4): Ibogaine is a naturally occurring halluci- 
nogen that is extracted from the West African 
plant Tabernanthe iboga. It has been found to be 
highly effective in treating heroin and cocaine 
abuse, since it not only helps to interrupt the 
physical addiction, but also relieves the (usu- 
ally even more potent) withdrawal symptoms. 
Of course, until the big pharmaceutical compa- 
nies can find a way to make it bring in the cash, 
Ibogaine remains highly illegal in the United 
States. 


DEATH 


DO IT YOUR MOTHER FUCKING SELF 

This month I’m gonna share some 
knowledge on starting a label. First off, obvi- 
ously, you need a band. Some labels start out 
with a compilation as their first release, however 
I do not recommend it unless it is done a cer- 
tain way. Nonetheless I will cover that in the 
next DIYMFS Column. Ok so you just found the 
most amazing band in a basement show and have 
been thinking about doing a label, you think this 
is gonna be a good first band top start out with. 
There are a couple questions first to go over. 
First off does the band plan or touring outside 
the state? Or even better, playing outside their 
home town. In a city like Philadelphia, a label 
can move 1,000 units of a CD with little trouble 
if the band plays out on a regular basis, how- 
ever if you live in mid west bumble-fuck, South 
Dakota, odds are if the band doesn’t leave the 
state you aren’t going to sell anything. So find 
out the bands plans first and foremost. Where 
they want to go within the first year, if they have 
a van etc. Does the band network? Or just sit at 





d 


home and wait for people to call them? Chances 
are if they are waiting for Sony to call them, 
its not gonna happen. The band has to be 
out there talking to other bands, getting con- 
tacts, trading shows etc. The same goes for 
you as a record label. You don’t want those 
records sitting in your room, so get out there 
and let people know the band exists. 
What IJ am trying to say is TOURING 

RECORD SALES. 
You can send out 1,000 promos, make 
postcards, posters and take out ads in every zine 
but nothing is better than touring for record 
sales. Second are you gonna do a full-length 
CD, CD-EP or a 7”, 10”, 12”? Whether or not 
a band does a full-length or EP depends on how 
many songs they have written, then they go to in 
the studio. My suggestion is that if the band is 
unknown just do an EP. If you put crazy money 
into a full length and they break up 2 months 
later your out more money then a 4 song EP. 
Keep the EP cheap. Labels sell EP’s to distros 
for anywhere from $3.00 to $7.00. It all depends 
on how many songs it has on it and how big 
the band is. Some EP’s cost $11.99 in stores. 
Relapse Records has a good formula that I have 
noticed them using with Dillinger Escape Plan 
and Burnt by the Sun. To establish each band, 
Relapse releases 3 to 4 song EP’s and sells 
em dirt-cheap. The bands toured, sold records, 
aquired a following, then released follow up full 
lengths that sold very well when released. I am 
doing the same formula with a band on my label 
and the EP seems to be selling very well by 
keeping it cheap. Because they are a developing 
band, people are not gonna pay top dollar for a 
record they might not like. A cheap EP keeps 
the customer on your side of the fence when it 
comes down to the purchase. If I had the choice 
to do an EP or a 7” with a band I would do the 
CDEP. More kids will buy it, especially with so 
many posers in the scene at the moment, nobody 
owns a record player anymore. It costs about a 
dollar or so to make a 7” but it only wholesales 
for $2.00 or $2.25 a distro will turn around and 
sell em for $2.50 or $2.75 and a record store 
then turns around and sells it for usually about 
$4.00 to $4.50 if the wholesale cost started at 
$2.00. However if it is a CDEP its costs about 
average of $1.50 to make a CD and then you can 
sell if for lets say $5.00 to distros. See how you 
are making more money? Now getting paid on 
them is a whole different matter. I’ll cover dis- 
tros in future columns. 

Next, you get the band into the studio. 
Do you pay for the recording or do they? This 
depends on how much money you might have, or 
they have. It also depends on how much you are 
willing to spend on them. Recording 4 songs can 
cost an average of $500. Depending on studio 
costs etc. Next you have to have the record 
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mastered. I still haven’t gotten any mastering 
bills so I don’t know how much this runs. Ok. 
So now we have 4 songs for an EP, the band paid 
for the recording and now you need artwork. 
Depending on how much artwork you give your 
graphic artist to start out with depends on how 
much it is probably gonna cost you. The less 
you give them to work with in the beginning the 
more expensive your bill is going to be. This 
will probably also cost you an average of $500 
for a layout. But then again, it all depends on 
what you and the band decide it will look like. 
Lots of times bands have friends (or you might 
have a friend) who can hook it up for cheap. If 
you arejust starting out I would recommend this 
approach. 

Now we have a four song mastered 
recording, and artwork. We still need the record 
pressed. On the Internet there are hundreds upon 
hundreds of places that will press your CD. 
The average I have noticed is about $1400 to 
$1500 depending on how complex and how 
many colors you have going on the CD. When 
searching for pressing plants ask around. Ask 
every label friend you know (even if you don’t 
know them), E-mail your favorite label and see if 
they can help you out. Pressing does get cheaper 
as you develop a relationship with the plant and 
press more and more records. 

Now you have 1,000 records sitting in 
your room UPS just dropped off. The band gets a 
percentage of these. This is the royalty you owe 
them as a label. This can be from anywhere from 
10 percent to 20 percent. (Depending how much 
money they might have put into recording and 
how much money you have laid out already.) 

Ok that’s it. Next column I’m going 
to cover zine promotion, on-line promotion, 
taking out ads and maybe distribution if | 
have time and space. Any questions E-mail 
me at knifeordeath@ironmaiden.com and check 
out my label at www.knifeordeathrecords.com 
(YEAH shameless promotion) I’ll be happy to 
share any contacts I might have. Thanks, Rich. 
Lastly I would like to share: Florida is nothing 
but a swamp, I have been listening to a lot of 
Public Enemy, NWA, Van Halen, Police and 
Slayer. 
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PEDALING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE 
I am confronted with nationalism and war every 
day. The morning paper tells of another round of 
bombings in Afghanistan. I step out of my house 
and my eyes are bombarded with a barrage of 
American flags. I stop at the convenience store 
and notice that the Sikh cashier has hidden his 
turban under a baseball cap. At the bus stop a 
group of men in their thirties chuckle that they 
lucked out, being too young for Vietnam, and 
too old for this one. Noticing my presence and 
age, they toss me a pitying glance. I recall a 
favorite story of my mothers in which, at the 
height of the United States involvement in Nica- 
ragua, she made a speech on the radio in which 
she said that for the past century every genera- 
tion of men in her family had gone to war, but 
that she wanted me to be the first to break this 
tradition. At times like these, I wonder if she 
will get her wish. 

Though I understand that people are 
hurting, and need to come together in positive 
ways, I’m frightened by the surge of flag waving 
and blind patriotism. Many people seem willing, 
if not eager, to follow Bush into militarism and 
war. These flags often do not seem to be trib- 
utes to those killed, but rather a call to kill more. 
Furthermore, it does not seem to matter whom 
we kill, so long as we are punishing someone. 
People seem to be accepting the logic that the 
entire nation of Afghanistan is guilty of the 
September 1] attacks because the Taliban is 
harboring Osama bin Laden, but that we are 
not accountable for the fact that we armed and 
trained the Taliban in the first place. Americans 
are citing footage of Palestinian children danc- 
ing in the street as evidence of Arab barbarity, 
while forgetting that those children are trapped 
in camps and poverty as a direct result of United 
States policy in Israel. People are waving their 
flags and preaching about Americas righteous- 
ness, without acknowledging that we bombed 
innocent Iraqi women and children during the 
Gulf War, and continue to kill thousands more 
through sanctions and periodic air strikes. People 
are expressing their support for the 4€-war on 
terrorism, despite the fact that it is not an actual 
war, but merely a slogan and a bombing cam- 
paign. 

The most painful and difficult part of 
expressing these dissenting views is that many 
people misinterpret any questioning of United 
States policy as being anti-American and endors- 
ing the atrocities committed on September 11. 
To point out atrocities committed by the United 
States in the Middle East is not an attempt to 
justify the terrorist actions, but rather to gain a 
context for why they happened, and an under- 
standing of why more violence will not solve the 
problem. To speak out against American aggres- 
sion is not to deny that those responsible for the 
attack should be brought to justice, but rather 
to deny that indiscriminate violence and slaugh- 
ter have anything to do with justice. To cringe 
at shouts of God bless America, is not to wish 
curses upon America, but rather to pray that God 


blesses all people. I am as hurt and angered as 
anyone else by what happened in New York, 
Washington, and western Pennsylvania. I have a 
cousin who was nearly killed in the World Trade 
Center attack; even if I did not I would still feel 
nothing but empathy and sadness for those inno- 
cent people who lost their lives. By that same 
token, I feel nothing but empathy and sadness 
for any innocent Afghanis who are killed by US 
aggression. I denounce the violence of Septem- 
ber 11, and it is by this standard that I denounce 
the current violence in Afghanistan. 





Section la. Shameless self promotion. 

Go to www.wolfpac.com to check us 
out, listen to us, look at naked pictures of sorta- 
hot girls, and order our merchandise online. I 
need money for my black tar heroin addiction, 
so I need you to buy 2 of everything we have 
(one to save, ya know). So that being said, 
please continue reading. 

Section 2a. How to get pirated software. 

People see me on Stern, and doing 
shows and figure “Wow, he must lead a really 
exciting life”. I sit home, play video games, 
watch movies, and download stuff online. Okay, 
I figured since I’m a nerd and I’m getting tons of 
free stuff, | might as well share how with every- 
one else. 
2b. AOL chatroom = Warez heaven 

Warez = Any type of pirated software. 
Go to the chat menu in AOL. Go to “enter pri- 
vate chat”. When asked for the chat room name, 
type “cerver”, if that room is full (and it prob- 
ably will be) try cerver2 and so on. you’ll see 
a bunch of stuff going on that you have no idea 
what’s going on. Don’t worry about that, it’ll 
make sense soon. Look for people typing stuff 
like “/fiz send list”. the “/fiz” part is the trigger 
of the person in the room with the warez. You’ll 
see other people typing in the triggers, or you’ll 
see the actual person have “trigger = /fiz”. The 
“send list” is the command for “email me the list 
of programs you have” when you get the email, 
you'll see numbers next to the programs. When 
you’ve picked out what you want, type /(trigger 
name) send 100-140, or whatever file number 
it was that you want. So here’s a sample. You 
see the newest version of Photoshop. the num- 
bers start at 110 and go to 154, and this is all 
on “fiz’s” server. Just type “/fiz send 110-154” 
and hit enter. Within 5 min, you’ll receive all 
the files via email. It’s that simple. If you’re 
looking for specific things, type “/fiz find Photo- 





I TR RT RIT OT a I I OT 


DECOMPRESSION- Now, you need either use WinZip or WinRar 


to decompress or “unzip” the files. Go (No Means Yes Cont...) to 
www.download.com and download either of them and install them. Files that use 
WinZip are .Zip files, files that use WinRar are .rar files. Simple load whichever 
program you need to decompress the files and hit “extract”. Then choose a direc- 
tory. I usually make a c:\temp directory to extract them to. If there is a .nfo file 
in there. Right click on the file, choose “open with” and select notepad. usually 
the installation instructions will be in that file. BOOM you now have whatever 
program you're looking for. 

2c. Grokster/Morpheus/Gnuttella 

These are your basic person to person file sharing program. That means 
you share the files that you’ve downloaded in specified folders (no, they can’t 
access anything on your computer you don’t want them to). These programs are 
great, because their anonymous, so it’s all but impossible to stop the people from 
doing it. Go to www.grokster.com, download the program, and just type whatever 
you’re looking for. It’s the best one out of all of them. 
2d. Audiogalaxy. 

Go to www.audiogalaxy.com and download the satellite. Then, while 
the satellite is loaded, look for whatever songs you want. When you find the song, 
click the little satellite icon next to it. This is the best, and fastest mp3 program 
out there, but it only downloads mp3’s. I use it all the time. Helpful little tip, if 
you want the whole CD, go to www.cdnow.com, look up the CD you want, and just 
download the individual tracks from Audiogalaxy to make the whole CD. Some- 
times, a file is restricted, which means it has an “X” where the icon should be. If 
this happens, use grokster to download it. It may be slower, but it’ll still work. 

All right, this has been nerd corner. I know I’m a fucking dork, you 
don’t have to tell me. If you have any questions about any of this stuff, email me 
at XbilboXbagginsX@aol.com. The next article I write won’t be nearly as nerdy 
or helpful, and hopefully a lot funnier. 

Last But Not Least: 

Okay, sometimes you have certain “indiscretions” when you’re in a 
relationship. Here’s your guide to tell your significant other on “why it wasn’t 
cheating” 

It’s not cheating if their underage. 

It’s not cheating if their in New Jersey 

It’s not cheating if you don’t know their name. 
It’s not cheating if they don’t know you’re name. 
AND THE BEST = It’s not cheating, if it’s not love. 





PEARUESS 


ASS, FOR AFREE CATALOG WRITE TO: 13772 GOLDENWEST ST. #545 WESTMINSTER CA 92683 
ECO DOWNLOAD MP3'S o WWW FEARLESSRECORDS.COM » WWW.KEEPSAKEONLINE COM 





Bye Saiz, fami 


Indie pop punk from Mexico Gity 


Utra Ula Mas 
Happy Punk En Espafiol 


Debut Album // Available April 30th, 2002 


Bye Sami are five quys from Tijuana whe play energetic 
meladi¢ punk in Espadel, Bye Sami keeps it real by singing b 
abaut the simple things in life: lave, relationships and life in, 
general. For fans of Lagwagan, Midtewn, NOFX y ane i 
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paslea es rica npr cms THE BOUNCING SOULS 
Oni Press present: 
BIGWIG FURY 66 
ANN BERETTA THE TEEN IDOLS 
RISE AGAINST PAIN 
STRIKE ANYWHERE 
AMAZING TRANSPARENT MAN 
BIG IN JAPAN 
MR T EXPERIENCE 
THE EYELINERS 
Featuring sixteen awesome songs by our favorite punk rock bands, including brand MILD) CARSON JULY 


new exclusive material from The Teen Idols, Ann Beretta, Squirtgun, & more! 
Request it at your favorite comic book or record store, or order direct. SL 0 [? oe ME AT EA TERS 


r Get the CD and first issue of the comic book for $7 including postage! 
a ion Springman Records, P.O. Box 2043, Cupertino, CA 95015-2043 KING MONKEY 
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....On Being A Criminal. 

When you guys decided to name your latest record 
“Be A Criminal”, what exactly did you mean by it? 
Were you referring to theft, murder, running from 
police? 

Well, at the time we were really under the influence of 
a lot of hallucinogenics and all I can really say is that 
it seemed like a good idea at the time. Now that I am 
sober, to some degree (relative term mind you) I really 


have no idea why we went for that title. 


What do your 
include? 

Well, I once bought a youth of today record, that was 
pretty criminal. No, wait, well, it is sort of hard to 
narrow down but maybe using the advance Rev. gave 
us for our last record, buying a bunch of coke, selling 
it to “the kids” and then recording the record with the 
profits whilst really “happy” might be construed as 
criminal. What do you think? 

Did you ever steal candy or baseball cards from 
the corner store when you were a kid? Where were 
your favorite places to steal from? 

I always enjoyed beating kids to death for their base- 
ball cards, I don’t know, it just gave me more of a 


“thrill”. 


latest Criminalistic activities 





Book Review: 
I AWIKY LOL 


“., then life began, and since then we 
remember each dumpster, abandoned house, 
and foot-chase by retail security. At night, 
after running around, plotting and scheming, 
our checklist items all crossed out, we paused 
to think-’What to do tomorrow?’ and the 
answer was always, ‘As we please...” “ 


Evasion is a compilation of real life 
accounts from a number of different writers revolving around a central theme, 
living off of the excess of society. It has much of what you might expect from 


J a vegan sXe piece but don’t get caught up in that. By no means is it simply an 


overbearing rant to further the vegan movement. What it does, quite successfully 
I might add is make you think about how you fit into today’s society and even why 
you’d want to fit into today’s society. 

This amazing book covers gaining access to backstage areas at shows 
dressed as a pizza man. Living for free, whether it’s in an abandoned house, an 
abandoned boat, a storage closet of a university library, or even the roof of a bagel 
store. Also talked about are numerous scams to earn money to be spent on music, 
NOT food, because “paying for food is silly’’ Authors describe the fine art of 
dumpster diving, the receipt scam, razor finger and the amazing “Left hand” tech- 
nique. Traveling for free is indeed the central theme. Any and all means are used 
and described, hitchhiking, train hopping, and various other scams. Think of it as 
a sXe version of Kerouac’s On The Road. 

Evasion is truly an eye opener, it makes you question why you’d con- 
tinue to live life the way you do if you weren’t enjoying yourself. 

If you call yourself DIY and you read one book this year this has got 
to be it! The original draft wasn’t exactly a draft at all but rather a 100 page 
photocopied zine that was put out in very limited circulation. The content from 
that travel zine makes up about half of today’s version of Evasion. Supposedly 
it was found in a stack of zines in someone’s bathroom by a band that was on 
the road. It was read and passed around, copied and passed around some more. 
About 2000 are believed to exist. It circulated through the underground Kinkos 
network fueled by young do it yourselfers stealing copies from the man. Nothing 
better than wreaking havoc in the temple of Kinkos. That my friend is the essence 
of this book, taking from society what they won’t miss and using it to better our- 
selves and our scene. 

Get this book, read it, pass it around to everyone you know. Visit the 
web site, print out the flyers, make some noise in your school, in your town, in 
your life. www.crimethinc.com 
-milkman 





Punk Rock Star Tattoos are Really Cool! 
No seriously, haven’t you heard? Star tattoos are the 
“in” thing. All the kids are getting them. Indeed they 
are not only a punk rock branding, but they are a sign 
of individuality. Get yours today at a local tattoo shop 
near you. (Stars pictured to the left are Copyrighted and 
in no way, shape or form can be reproduced) 
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Jesus and Sports - Conan O’Brien You Rule! 
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It doesn’t take much to get an 
interview in Wonka Vision. 


Please state your name. 
BONES!!! - Anthony Michael Jannotta 


Do you have any idea as to why you are being interviewed 
for Wonka Vision, Bones? 

Well I believe it has something to do with either my arm or 
my legendary listerine eating abilities. 


Describe to us the situation that you found yourself 

in the night you ate the listerine packet. 

Well Justin, I saw you take one and put it in your mouth and 
I thought to myself, I wondered what it would feel like to eat 
the entire pack. Therefore, I bet you I could eat the whole 
thing. Everyone wanted to see it, so I said what the hell. 


CATHOLIC 
SUPPLY 






What would you say your inspiration in doing so was? 
Well I’d say it was a combination of peer pressure and 
alcohol. 


Jesus and Baseball Jesus and Golf 






What did it taste like? Did you puke? 
I did not puke.. and it tasted like little pieces of paper and 
a shot of listerine 





Pornographic Crossword Puzzles! 
This issue: Find as many words for the female 
anatomy as possible 









A crazy kid like you, fun must come pretty high 
maintenance, what do you do for a good time? 

Are you hitting on me? 

Well no, not really. 

That means a little bit right? I totally understand. Thats why 
I did this interview with you. 





Is it true that you pee on peoples floors? 
Why do you have to bring up all my alcoholic days? 
Hey, who is doing the interview here? Well, is it true? 


... yes it is. I drank a lot of beer that night and I did not 
realize what I had done until the morning. I got up out of bed 
and walked over to the bathroom and someone was in there 
so I went to the corner and urinated there. 

Was this a friends house? 

Yes, one of my best friends actually. But he didnt seem to 
mind. I don’t quite understand it, perhaps he enjoys the smell 
of urination in the morning. 
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Welcome to the second edition of something for lack of better 
ideas we are going to call “Sabotage”. This section will give you the 
chance to voice your opinions about pretty much anything. You can 
bash a band, a politician, a new law, a TV show, basically anything 
that bothers you, and have it show up in Wonka Vision. The more 


controversial the better, so send us your opinions! 


If you have something you want to contribute or have any 
comments about the articles published here contact Wonka Vision 


at: e-mail: Julia at Geminigrly522@yahoo.com 


The Decline 


by: Dave Mason 

Our music industry has taken a turn for the worst as of late. All I 
have been hearing is synthesized, no talent bull blasted over every car radio 
and sound system. You would think that after generations of phenominal 
musicians such as jimmy hendrix (you should know him) and jimmy page 
(led zeppelin) we would be able to spit out something that dosen’t make my 
ears bleed but as it has turned out we cant. Yes i know not all of it is bad. 
We have put out plenty of good bands, as in people with instruments not 
choreographed routines, but it simply is outwieghed. We are out numbered. 
There are too many mindless drones that listen to what MTV tells them 
to listen to. There aren’t enough people that go off on their own to listen 
to their own music. I know that there are plenty that do, I for one have, 
but there are just too many that have no opinion. And the even worse thing 
is that record companies 
now are making EVERY- 
ONE think that they have 
talent. I know this is harsh 
but not everyone is tal- 
ented. 

What happened to the days when people actually had to be able 
to DO something. It used to be artists pouring their heart and souls into their 
work. For pete’s sake, Roger Waters (pink floyd) went insane. You CAN’T 
replace that with dancing. Where has all the talent gone? Where has the 
blood, sweat, and pain that gets put into one song drifted off to? We have 
been pulled in to a musical dark age. We need to begin to spread anarchy to 
the music industry so it may start anew. 

We need to even out the scales. If there are enough people will- 
ing, I believe we can make this monopoly crash and burn. You have to at 
least struggle to bring a day when you won’t have to hear no-talent crap 
blasted from every comer of the world. If no one does anything, then our 
music will die out. We are already seeing the decline. If nothing changes, 
if not one thing shifts from the place it is now, then I see a very bleak 
future for our music. I’m not suggesting the obliteration of all other types 
of music. I’d just like to be able to live to see a day when everything is bal- 
anced. 

So rock on! When you hear emotionless sound being blared at an 
intolerable rate, retaliate! Musical Eqaulity is in our grasp. All we have to 
do is reach. 
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We Need Refused Back! 


by: Jeff Zito 

It was only three years ago that they dropped “The Shape 
of Punk to Come;” not only one of the best albums of 1998, but 
also a shot in the arm for a slowly dying genre. At least that’s how 
it seemed at the time. Rather, the album, and more importantly, the 
messages behind it, have fallen on deaf ears. Instead of the punk rock 
renaissance it signaled, musical audiences have been treated to the 
same tired clichis. There’s nothing punk about smothering an audience 
with angst and repetitious chord progressions. 

The problem with punk rock nowadays is what was originally 
so beautiful about it: anyone can play it,and all are welcome. But does 
anyone else remember when the underground wasn’t synonymous with 

embarrassing pop punk bands and an entire culture 
based around emotions most normal people grew 


“..begin to spread anarchy to the  outofafter age 13? Wasn’t punk about being an 
music industry so it may start anew.” 


individual, or is that just my imagination? 

By far the most egregious example 
(although definately not the only one) of 
everything wrong with underground rock right now is Saves the Day. 
Not only are they serious to the point of suffocation, but their music is 
bland and uninteresting. The lyrics, which are far from being poetic, 
are teenage, simplistic and platitude-ridden. They might as well be 
13 years old again, crying over the loss of their first girlfriend. For 
anyone who wants to decry boy bands, at least the production of 
N*SYNC songs is consistently innovative and progressive. 

It’s not that there aren’t great bands still left in our scene. 
Dillinger Four, American Steel and The Ivory Coast are a few of the 
handful of bands left really keepin’ the rock torch burning. And the 
underground for rap music, which seems to be in the same situation as 
rock was twenty-five years ago (music moves in cycles) has never been 
more alive. Though there is certainly less of an emphasis on touring, 
there are strong parallels between the two seemingly disparate genres. 
Perhaps with arenewed emphasis on innovation, rather than a sad 
reliance on hackneyed musical devices, the music can finally start to 
move forward once again. 

To talk more about my distaste for the bands you like, 
contact me at: djbushido@hotmail.com, and to hear some of my 
crappy electronic music, visit www.mp3.com/bushido. 
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Todd Morse r H20 


“Role Model” 
I hear you guys have a video for O e O Ss out on MTV2, can you explain the concept behind the video? 


The song was inspired by growing up with one parent who had to work 
all the time (as Toby and I did) and having to look to music and 
television for mentors. I think many kids today can relate and that’s 
what we tried to get across in the video. 


What went into the recording of your most recent cd GO? 
Why is it more pop-punk than your earlier work? 

We put a lot more time and thought into Go. It was our first 
record where we let our producer (Matt Wallace) challenge 
us to do better. As far as being more “pop punk,” well, we've 
always had a melodic influence in our music and we like 
some pop music. “Pop” is the root word of “popular” and 
that is yet to be determined with us. 

Prior to recording the Madonna and Ice Cube covers, did 
you contact them to do so and any good stories there? 
We're still trying to get Madonna's attention but Ice 

Cube heard the song. Toby got to meet him and he made 
“the mean face” the whole time. 

You guys are known for touring non-stop, how do you 
handle being away from your families and being on the 
road so often? 

Touring gets tougher each year with guys getting married 
and fighting the “been there done that syndrome” but we still 
love to play and won't take that opportunity for granted. 

I know that you're origninally from NY, how have you 
been affected by the recent tragedy? 

I almost cry every time I fly into N.Y.C. and don't see the 
World Trade Center. It’s made us all a lot closer and more 
ensitive to each other. 





If you were all stuck on a desert island together, who would Are you involved in any side-projects/compilations 
you eat first? at the moment? 
Rusty would eat Toby, Todd Friend would eat fish (that Rusty I write songs every day and I’m producing a CD by “Parkside 
caught) and me and Adam would escape Drive”, a local east bay band. I'll probably make my 
on a boat (that Rusty built). Rusty’s the only one own record one day. 

good with his hands. 

Does H20 get more 18 year old groupies now being on a major 
label as opposed to Epitaph? 


I can't lie, we have never had a great groupie selection, even when “Toby got to meet Ice Cube and he made 


we were single. Besides, any girl that has been with every other band 
that comes to town is not someone we'd want to be with. 
Was there any love lost leaving Epitaph Records? th é Vi é 4) V1 fac e the whole time the 
What brought on the change to MCA? ¥ 

There’s always some loss in any break up, but we still 
consider people at Epitaph our friends. There still cool with 

us when we see them. Personally, most of my favorite punk : : . : . 

see arene interview by. Julia Kagnanskiy 

Any run ins with anyone famous as of late? 
I still like to be a star struck fan when I can. I’m a huge U2 fan and 
a got to talk to Bono for about five minutes and I totally clammed 
up and didn’t mention H20. 
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Andy Low: 


HOW HE BUILT HIS A\y 





defines hardcore as, "stubbornly resistant." There may not be a better 


NolcoMtatelaMactsiicelal mone (-iilar-Mintc Mate lam olcLallare Min(-ML xe eLelifem sina] ole 

a record label currently ascending to the top of the hill in the world 

of heavy music. Andy Low's passion, vision and dedication to bringing 
new and unique music to the masses should be an inspiration, if not 

Hl ateMaatedinielitelaMm con \ULMeM atelimroMial-MoyZ-tarel oleae (olny feh{-MelmelnaU Mle] (-13 


loaded with even worse bands. This interview was conducted via the 


Tayictaalcimelate MEM 7-11 mY cela lam ia-MilaneM colt 71 IMS ol-lareMc-telellate MLE 


Please tell us a little about Robotic Empire and the artists you work with. 


Robotic Empire is an independent label that works with creative and 
inspiring "underground" bands, at both the mellow and extreme ends of the 
punk spectrum. We attempt to work with bands trying something new, or 
who add a unique twist to an already rockin' form of music. 


Why the name change from Robodog Records to the Robotic Empire? 

In otherwords, why did you put the "dog" to sleep? 

The name change came about when | realized that | was pouring endless 
energy into an operation with a moniker that meant little to me. | wanted to 
slightly alter the existing name so people wouldn't be totally confused as to 
what was going on, and so | could keep a similar theme with the label that 
I've been very into all along. Not to say that I'm obsessed with robots or 
anything, but | think the new name sums things up a lot better than 
"Robodog" ever could. | think we as people are living in blind times, just 
operating as machines...creating and consuming as we're gradually 
programmed to do. "Free will" undoubtedly exists, but it is suppressed more 
and more every day with every commercial that we see and every Britney 
Spears-endorsed Pepsi Cola that we buy. Although we are flesh and blood, | 
feel we are entering into the era of a robotic empire and | see these 
underground music scenes as a very important freethinking alternative to an 
otherwise bleak future. 


Did you start the label on your own? What was the inspiration to start 
your own record label? 

Yeah, | started the label on my own in 1999, and it's been operated solo up 
until very recently... and even now | only really have help like once a week. 
The inspiration to initially start the label was the same thing that has driven 
many great labels into formation, the necessity to release one's own band's 
material. | was in high school playing in a band called Reactor No. 7 and 
we had plans to release a split 7" with locals Pg.99. Catechism Records, 
who put out the infamous and amazingly ahead of it's time CD comp 

‘The Caligula Effect," was planning on releasing the split 7" but after a little 
while only had about 1/2 of the money that would be needed to cover all 
of the pressing expenses. | offered to let Chance borrow the other 1/2 of 











the money (which | had saved up for the car that | never bought) and for him 
to just pay me back whenever he could. He suggested that instead of paying 
me back, he give me 1/2 of the records pressed and | could just sell them to 
make my dollars back. Seemed fair enough to me, and | agreed. He then 
asked what my record label name was going to be and | hardly took the 
question seriously. So this label was more or less started on accident, and | 
had no idea it would eventually turn into what it has. A thousand thanks go 
out to Chance for rolling this snowball down a hill that's impossible to see the 
bottom of. : 


What was your means to fund the start of Robodog and how do you plan 
to financially maintain the Robotic Empire? 


As | said above, | was saving up for a car that | never ended up buying and 
that's how | had the money to start this crazy thing. After a couple more 
records those funds were long gone so | entered the common struggle 
between job juggling and label operations. So far the following professions 
have used my body as means to financially contribute to this project: book 
Roll XAuslolaym olarolcoMel-\i-1le) o\-mualinromeolasiavial fol mired <cimmurellicolovyfeliilace elice 
and website developer. 


Does your involvement extend to your bands when they tour? 


So far my involvement with touring Robo bands has varied...it really all 
depends on how busy | om time-wise and/or financial-wise. I've helped book 
tours for Employer, Employee and Creation is Crucifixion, but didn't get them 
a ton of merch made...just buttons and shit. Then there's Pg.99 who books 
their intensely long tours and until now has received merch help from me in 
the form of different shirts, mesh hats, patches, buttons, posters, lighters, etc. 
It's really hard to pay for all of a band's merch though, especially when 
working with a lot of bands, so | foresee myself becoming less involved with it 
in the future. But then again, I've said that before and saying and doing are 
two very different things. Other involvement I've had has mostly been doing 
the roadie thing for Pg.99, which was hard work, but really fun. 


What's the funniest or worst thing that has happened to you on the road? 


I'm not exactly sure what the highest and lowest peaks have been on the road, 
but a recent day that comes to mind was Pg.99's last show in New Orleans. 
That town is just wild, and | definitely witnessed both its peaks. One- 

minute people are dancing in the streets, drunk as hell and the 

next we're helping an unconscious, possibly dying man 

who's lying in the gutter, bleeding and convulsing. 

Scary shit. 





What is the most time consuming aspect of running your own label? 
Thus far, what has been your greatest challenge? 

iemslelcoM collin eres mon iste l Mureimiiat- Mao ilutiareMslelamerko)of-\coiilale me, 
label; it's just more of a combined thing for me. | guess it's different for 
every label, but | know it takes me a really long time to write or design 
anything, especially ads and website stuff. But | can crank out mail order 
and promo stuff, even if it does take a while. The label is just very time 
consuming in general, because operating it solo means that the 
responsibilities lie entirely on me. And I'm definitely not complaining 
because | love doing this but it's easy to get burnt out when working long 
days, every day. | think the greatest challenge so far has been to stay 
afloat. I've felt overwhelmed many times and I'm glad to be at a point 
risl-ic-M icicle hU-Me(o] Mecolalicol Mol laliaverMolato i a\-\ Me lolan mal -Metolalixel el Mant-# 





What do you find to be the most rewarding part of owning the 
Robotic Empire? 

The most rewarding part of doing this label has definitely been all of the 
awesome people I've met as a result of it. All of the bands | work with 
late nZ-milaretc-tel]»)(-M orto) =) -Mel-lallale Minti MeolaleM Maren {Mo Mele iulimineLmieec-teliiy 
cool to see a bunch of people going nuts at shows when a band plays 
rolsler Mol MeN c-leolro il Mal-\| ol-\o Mteli-Cole CoM ul Mu void oom alele(eol- Ma \Muatel a 
goal of this project is to spread good new music to people who want or 
talet-xe Mipmelate Mellielet¥(elaM MalelZ-labmal-ils\-teMeur-tol(-Min-Mele Vol Mollet Mel multi (oh 
ICA Cta le Lill te dalla Sto olto) ol MS areli are Mol (olate Molate Muatertaliae Be 


bands I've been fortunate enough to work with. 


Where do you stand in the on-going debate of major labels vs. Indie 
labels? 


| wont particularly take an anti-major label stance in that argument, but 
I'm more prone to lean against them. | mostly just think of executives with 
dollar signs in their eyes when | think of major labels, and that's not what 
lee Me lolol) CoMal- Mal moh i-\Z-ieMare\ me) > ololeMelae Martel (old (ole-lp elelate rt 
are entirely in it to cash in. | just get upset when people compromise their 
beliefs or principals to obtain the almighty dollar... and | was really sad to 
see that Grand Royal, a major who definitely had their hearts in the right 
place, went under. The music industry can be a sick place, both in the 
reutetlariiccrelasmelsteMiaMial-MUlarel-1¢e [colt ]are Seem ink it's important for 
independents to keep themselves in check Ware forget why they got 
into it in the first place. 


Is the Robotic Empire part of the digital revolution? Napster-good or 

| think we've been a part of digital révolution, not a prominent one by aevil? 
means, but definitely a part. | remember having mp3s up before Napster 
was even around, and it was really cool to get emails from people saying 
how excited they were that they actually found a site with hardcore mp3s. 
Now if's gone so far that this technology works against us all just as much 
as it helps, if not more. When people download entire CDs that * 
independents put out as opposed to buying them, it really hits-home a lot 
harder than it does with the majors who have money flying out the ass. 

And there will always be the copout argument that ‘I'm just downloading 
and burning CDs that | wouldn't buy otherwise" but | honestly just get 
too pissed off about it all now to even stay actively involved in 

it either way. 








I'll still put mp3s up on my site so people can sample stuff, and if they like it 


hopefully they'll order the 7" instead of downloading it... but fuck it, I'm ". 


going to let it bother me. | should probably just be happy that people are* 


physical form of it or not. 





I think the "best" distribution for an independent is to find a happy home 
somewhere as an exclusive with a big distro operation. I'm currently with 
Lumberjack and being exclusive with someone makes my life so much 
easier. If | had to send my stuff directly to stores and other distros across the 
world I'd never have time to juggle the 1001 other things that | need to do 
Pelame Me ell N7ANi=1=1-<1 7Aanolalinlh a oes 


What is your criteria for working with a band and releasing records? 


| don't have a set rulebook that | go by when working with bands, but it 
definitely extends past me being into the band's music. | get a lot of demos 
from bands, both good and bad musically, who are just looking to get 
"signed" and I'm not into that. I'm really tired of hearing what bands they've 
played with and if it has a glossy promo photo | just throw it away before 
even listening to it. I've been friends with everyone I've worked with, and 
even if we don't all hang out regularly we are definitely on a similar 
wavelength, ya know? l've been way into a band's music in the past and 
just got a bad vibe from their personalities or whatever, and there's no way 
'd do a record with somebody that | didn't feel comfortable with. 


What advice can you give to a new band looking to get signed to a 
label or getting their music heard? 


My advice to bands looking to get signed is that if you're just in this to be 
popular or to make money, find a different scene to be involved in. I'm not 
going fo say that popularity and financial gain aren't factors of this scene, 
because they're unavoidable parts of the music industry as a whole... 

but bands definitely need to have heart and should try to focus more on 
the fun things about music before trying to land some great deal. 

If you're in it for the right reasons, playing live shows 
ofeti Zell Amelia are Palate Me(cual-leell avons dare Miols 
everything...you will be that much more 

satisfied when someone recognizes you 

for your accomplishments and 
offers to put out your 7" or 
CD or whatever. 


A: 












a? 
still getting into music that I've been a part of, whether they own the ee ; 


Seems like everyday a new label sprouts up or goes six feet under, any 
helpful hints for someone out there thinking about launching a new 
record label? What are the secrets of your success? 

The secret to success is to start with more money than you think you'll need. 
if you think you'll need a thousand dollars, start with two. If you think you'll 
need two, start with four. And if you're not dedicated or are lazy, you'd 
probably be better off doing something else... because operating a label 

is a lot of work and isn't instant high rolling by any means. 





What record labels or bands are you digging right now and do you ever 
feel as though they are competition? 

Some labels that I'm way into right now are Level Plane, Hydra Head, 
Electric Human Project, Hactivist, Bloodlink and Relapse. Sometimes | feel 
they are competition, but usually I'm just stoked to see that they're doing 
Well Molar Mel ctotiatenem loelmehs -srolunt-MunlltemelaloMeCollare Me lc-reMialiarer Mae MAD 
friends with a lot of those labels so it makes me that much happier to see 
that they're doing well. Some bands that I've been really jamming to the 
past few days are Opeth, Smashing Pumpkins, An Albatross, Sunny Day, 
The Red Chord, Michael Jackson, Burnt By The Sun, Mastodon, Cave !n 
and Nirvana. Most of those are bigger bands so | can't really see them as 
competition, but goddamn would | love to do a Nirvana record. 


What's in store for the Robotic Empire for 2002 and beyond? 

In 2002 the Empire will unleash new records by The Red Chord, pg.99, 
Pig Destroyer, Creation is Crucifixion, The Ultimate Warriors, Kungfu Rick, 
House of Low Culture, The Now, Neil Perry and the Drum Machine comp 
will finally happen. Beyond that, we've got a few other future surprises up 
our collective sleeves. 


What release or band are you looking forward to working with? 

Im really stoked on The Red Chord's debut CD right now, "Fused Together 
in Revolving Doors." It came out March 19th and is definitely one of the 
most brutal records we'll ever release. This band is just incredible and 

| can't stress how brutal they really are. 


Any last words before our readers turn the page? 

Everyone please check out the newly redesigned website at 
www.roboticempire.com. We've got mp3s and videos and all that shit 
along with tons of general info, tour dates, etc. 


THANKS A TON TO BILL AND 
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like the emo one is pretty flimsy, it seems more 


No Intro 
Interview/Design By Justin Luczejko 
Interview with Bill McShane - Vocalist 


So what's shaking on the Ultimate Fakebook 
front? You guys chasing down girls, making music 
and doing lots of Coke? 

Well, Diet Coke. We have been home for the most part 
of the last 5 months or so, so we are dying to get back 
out on the road. 


Homelife rough for ya? Lady presing charges? 
No, it’s pretty sweet, but too much of it just makes us 
hunger for rock. This break has been the longest we’ve 
had. 


Yeah time off can do that to you. Time off can 
also make you lazy. Who is the laziest member of 
the band and why is that? 

That one’s kind of tough. We are all pretty even in that 
dept. None of us have day jobs, so we sit around and 
watch DVDs and play PS2, and drink beer. I guess the 
only difference when we are on the road is that we are 
in a van and then we get to rock at night. 


Whats your favorite DVD and Video Game at the 
moment? 

My favorite game is Grand Theft Auto 3, and DVD would 
probably be A.I. It just came out the other day but the 
episode 1 DVD is sick if your a Star Wars fan like me 


So Ultimate Fakebook is paying off that lavishly 
that you guys don’t have to work day jobs? When 
MTV ‘s CRIBS come knocking on your door. What 
are a few things you are going to show them? 

That would be pretty hilarious. It would take about 
2 minutes to show them my one bedroom apartment. 
I wouldn't say UFB is rolling’ in it or anything, we’ve 


just been enjoying the “divorce settlement” from 
our ex-label Sony. It’s nice because now we can 
focus on rock and have no back up plans. 


Ooooh. Now to the good stuff. What did you 
guys get out of the Divorce settlement and 
why did it come about? 

We basically got what they were supposed to give 
us to make the next record. We took that and 
paid for the recording ourselves, bought a van 
we could tour with, and used the rest for rent. 
To answer the second part of your question, it 
was pretty much the typical story. Band gets 
signed and doesn’t deliver radio hits, so major 
label moves on to the next one. But we felt like 
it was no sweat off our backs. It was well worth 
it because they kept our band going on a finan- 
cial level. Now we can keep just doing what we 
would have anyway. 


So anyway...Have you ever had sex with a 
girl and in mid thrust ever called her another 
name, or not remembered her name the fol- 
lowing morning? 

Wow, is this like a porn site you work at? 
Secrets my friend. Shhhh! 

Nick’s the ladies man. I’m just the singer geek 
dude. 


The singer geek dude. That’s the biggest 
cop out I’ve ever heard. The singer gets all 
the ladies. 
Maybe in the 80’s. I guess I’m doing’ something 
wrong then. 


All right. Fine. Have you ever listened to 
your own band while making love? Do you 








Fakebook — 


always going to categorize music. i kind of feel 


like a way to dress than a musical style to me. 


prefer the rock songs or the slow jams? 
Are you serious? 

Of course. 

No to the first question and definitely slow jams. 


Place the following bands in order as far as priority 
goes: KRS One, Braid, SuperChinchillarescueMission, 
Good Charlotte, Screeching Weasel, Cocksparrer 
Well, seeing as I have only heard 3 of them... put Good Char- 
lotte first cause we know them and the rest can stay as you 
have em. 


Christ! What's with Good Charlotte? Why are they 
getting so much respect in the music world nowa- 
days? 

Are they? 

Yeah, I mean Rancid was giving them mad shout outs 
recently and they’ve been hosting a show on MTV 
sorta like 120 Minutes lately. 

The kids seem to love them, what can I say. They 
are really nice guys. We had fun on the road with 
them. They fit more into the “rock star” category then 
we do for sure. And the world loves rock stars 


Any good stories on the road with them? 

It was fun hanging out at strip clubs in Montreal with them. 
They couldn’t get into them in the sates cuz they are too 
young. 


How do you feel about this abundance of boy bands 
being lumped into this phenom genre “emo”? 

It doesn’t mean anything to me. People are always going to 
categorize music. I kind of feel like the emo one is pretty flimsy, 
it seems more like a way to dress than a musical style to me. 


I like to think it doesn’t exist, but more and more 





I see bands like Dashboard and Saves 
the Day on television. Its all very sur- 
real. 

Those two bands music I feel like would 
have fit in fine on 120 mins back in the day. 
Back then it would have been called alterna- 
tive. 


Ican see that. So, back to the band. You 
guys just recorded an album which is 
soon to be released by Initial Records. 
Can you tell us more about this? 

Yeah, we did it at Red House Studios in 
Eudora KS with Ed Rose again. We focused 
on making a rock record full of anthems and 
tried not to mature too much. We are very 
happy with it and are glad to finally have a 
new CD coming out. 

Whatare your plans once the CD comes 
out? Do you have a tour forthcoming? 
Yeah we have a bunch of release parties in 
KS, then we head out for a tour of the entire 
country in late March. We have most of the 
dates up now on our web site. After that, 
among other possible tours, we know we 
will be playing Krazyfest and some warped 
tour dates this summer. 

Nice. Sounds like you guys are gong to 
be busy. So what is in your CD player 
as of lately? 

I have been listening to the Strokes, “Isola- 
tion Drill” by GBV, and Bjork’s new one. 
Anything else you'd like to say to our 
faithful readers? 

I don’t know. Maybe turn off the computer 
and go see a rock show baby! 






a 


REVELATION 100 
a 
BURN DIE REVELATION 100 


Last Great Sea Untortunately We're Not Robots A 15 Year Retrospective Of Rare Recordings 
REV:108 & CDep/7” - 04.02.02 REV:107 & COALP - 05.07.82 REVIO0 & CD/2xLP - 05.07.02 


fig ? te f 
Tat tad 
DRUNKEN VIOLENCE 

REV:OS *& CD 
04,2302 


will havens 


GARRISON WILL HAVEN 
Be A Criminal Carpe Diem Daeth ts infinite 
REV:103 % CO/LP - OUT NOW REV:104 & CO/LP - OUT NOW REV:106 & CDep/7"- OUT NOW 


tr REVELATION RECORDS v P.O, Box 5232 Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232 » USA #& www.RevelationRecords.com & www.RevHO.com %& coming June 2002: DAG NASTY 


tee my records 
Cea ! p.o. box 
me | 41730 
santa barbara 


Me First e the Gimme Gimmes Lagwagon ¢ Saltine Who Wants To Play hire 


Left Front Tire «Armchair Martian ¢ Scott Garth « Bright Life 
Adventures of Jet * Drag The River * Goleta * Smile 
Chad Rex the Victorstands * Buellton + Bad Astronaut 
Sweet Action * The Body English + Blazing Haley 
Nerf Herder * Ashtray Babyhead « Sugarcult * Rocketair 


If you like Hisker Di, 
jawbreaker,and Uncle Tupelo, 
then you'll piss yourself over 
Armchair Martian! 

New Bad Astronaut Full-length 
A AWARANYARo1ex8) (01s ere) 08) <> new Adventures of Jet in May/June! 





\ po ANYTHING... 


for Music? 


Tiny from Wolfpac appeared on the Howard Stern E! Show and our 
interview starts out with “Are you ready”...cause in fact I wasn’t quite 
sure if I was ready to talk about the events that my eyes had witnessed 
on the show. Let me not ruin the surprise, I'll just say that this is true 
dedication to your band. Interview by Justin Luczejko 


Are you Ready? 
Hold on, lemme take off my pants. 
Why are you taking off your pants to do an interview? 
Hey, you do your job, I'll do mine. I’m done arguing. Ok, 
so onto the issue at hand. 
I recently saw you and Big Daddy of Wolfpac on the 
Howard Stern show. How early did you have to wake up 
to go do that? 
Well Daddy Long Legs, and I got up at 10am the day before. 
NO SLEEP FOR TINY. 
So you were awake for a few days? 
Yup. I’d say a full 24 hours before I got “breakfast.” 
Breakfast is an understatement. Dude, you ate a fucking 
bull dick! Have your friends started looking at you dif- 
ferently after this excursion? 
I got my tongue burnt in half, I have a hole in my nose 
big enough to put a pinky through, I’m 450 pounds, and 
I threatened to cut my finger off. There’s pretty much 
nothing I can do to shock anyone anymore. 
Can you give us a recap of the morning before you went 
on the Howard Stern show. How did you get the offer in 
the first place?Where did you buy the meat products? 
What were they exactly? And what was the motivation 
for doing this? 
I'll start from minute 1. Myself, Daddy Long Legs, and MC 
Entropy we’re all hanging out after we beat a crackwhore, and 
we thought of what we could do to get rid of the body. After 
that I thought “Hey, let’s figure out a way to get on the Stern 
show”. Entropy thought me eating a cow’s brain would be 
TUFF, so I went beyond and got the heart and eyes. Then we 
thought “Let’s get the RAW stuff”. We called an Amish Butcher 
about getting the stuff and they said “no problem”. In all, we 
bought: 2 cow eyes, 1 cow heart, and 1 cow penis. I read 
some stuff, or had someone that can read, read me books that 
made sure I couldn’t die from this. I couldn’t, although that 
would make for great press and radio. The morning before, I 
was more worried about looking like an idiot over national air- 
waves than eating the cow pieces. I figure, I eat scrapple, 
can’t be much worse. The motivation is simple. PROMOTION. 
Promote the EFF out of 
my band so I don’t need to work a crappy job as security. 
Of course, getting laid cause I’m on TV has some motivational 
“I got my tongue burnt in half, —»ackaround to it too. 
Did you get laid for doing this? 
2 - Yes, by the aforementioned cow. 
I have a hole in my nose big So, tell me, you are driving to NYC at like 8 AM. 
What were you guys listening to in the car? What 
were you feeling? Were you like the pitcher who has 


enough to put a pinky through, a no hitter in the bottom of the ninth? 


We had to be in the studio at 6a.m., so we left at like 4. We 
’ 450 d listened to Quicksand on the way up. Mostly because it’s the 
I m poun S, only thing we all agreed with. We actually got pulled over and 
the girl whose car we took couldn't find her insurance card, so 


& I threatened to cut my finger off.” we ended up being 20 minute late. That was the only nerve 
wracking part. I don’t get nervous about things like appearing 
on TV or anything, cause I can control that. I get nervous 
when cops are going to tow the car because some brain sur- 





geon can’t find her insurance info. 

m Did you explain to the cop 
where you were- going? 

Yeah, we told the cop. He was just 

out to be a dick. He pulled us over 

for “not signalling” in Manhattan. I 

thought it was illegal to use signals 

there. It was a case of three freaky 

: guys in an out of state car, and one 

limp dick cop’s idea of revenge. 

You get to the Stern green room, then what? 

Then everyone looked at me like I was a mental patient. 

They were all scared to talk to me because they thought I 

was gonna eat them raw or something. I used the bath- 

room like 20 times, cause I have the bladder of an 8 year 

old schoolgirl. 

Wow, Howard Sterns people were intimidated by 

you? 

Yes. I also had forgotten about the stuff I normally keep in 

my jeans, like brass knuckles, a kubaton, a spiked pair of 

knuckles, a 10” K-bar knife, and a smaller Smith and 

Wesson Pocketknife. 

Shit, what did they say about your arsenal? 

They were like “Why do you need all that?” I just said, “You 

should see the neighborhood I have to go through to get 

home sometimes. I feel like I don’t have enough”. 

Then what? 

They said, “Ok Tiny, you are on!” They put all the stuff on 

trays and said, “Come hang out by the door.” Then Stern 

introduced us, and it was gametime. 

I saw you eat that shit dude and I was repulsed. Tell 

me about it. 

It was probably about 10 times worse than you can imag- 

ine. I play the part of the, “Hey, it’s not bad” guy, but I have 

never wanted to vomit so bad in my life. 

Because of the taste, texture, smell? 

The retina exploded in my mouth and down my throat, 

slimy and cold. Like salty runny eggs, but colder and wet- 

ter. The smell was horrid. 

It looked like something liquid squirted from the bull 

dick when Daddy pulled on it. 

That was blood. The penis was like cold, wet, bloody beef 

jerky, but gamey. 

How about the heart? 

The worst. Imagine biting into a slab of cold beef that 

smelled rotten, left a film, in your mouth when you tasted 





IE: and tasted like raw ground chuck. 
We’re you holding the puke back? 
Yes I was. I vomited outside around the corner. I had to 


go to work afterwards, and I left early because I kept 
puking at work. 








“The retina exploded 


in my mouth 
and down my throat, 


slimy and cold.” 


Did you eat later that day? 

Nope I couldn’t. 

Did work know what you had done? 

They sure did. 

How did they feel about it? 

They thought it was great. 

What have people’s general reactions who have seen 
you do this been? What about your parents? 

Parents still haven’t seen it. General reaction is the same as 
yours, “GROSS.” 

Has your appearance on Stern done anything as far 
as Wolfpac goes? 

Well we’ve got almost a full tour with Twiztid, and a lot 
more shows, plus a heavier pushing on MTV2. It’s done a 
lot. Stern F-ing rules! 

I’ve spotted you at two different Saves the Day 
shows in the past year. I was there handing out fly- 
ers of course, not dancing in the pit with you. But I 
was wondering if you feel this information ruins your 
Tough look? 

No, but the fact that I’ve been listening to The New 
Amsterdam's this whole interview might. I love the get up 
kids too, I went to Allentown to see them, and both philly 
shows. I try to be diverse musicaly. 

You really have sex with animals? 

Some of the girls I’ve been with are worse than animals. 
Do they moo? 

I can’t hear them through the bag on my head. 

They bag your head? 

No, I bag my head. 

Anything in the works to top this previous stunt? 

I might split my penis, that’d be good. Hey Justin, to think, 
I have your phone number. 

Thats what I was thinking as I watched you eat the 
bull penis. @ 
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EASE® elit en 


Pe 3. Do you feel you have more freedom as a solo songwriter as 
Get Your Freak On opposed to playing in a band? 
to This One-Woman-Band." 


Yeah, definitely. Even just more freedom in terms of like 
not having to schedule practice, which might seem like a 
little thing, but is actually a pretty big thing when you 
think of doing it for years. Most of my life, I've always 
been way more into the band thing and just thought of the 
singer/songwriter thing as some narcissistic trip. Which | 
guess it is. But its also like, you wouldn’t want to paint half 
a picture and have someone else do the rest. So its kind of 
like being able to do something from start to finish. Its the 
freedom to follow one thing to its end wherever it leads 
you. You start writing a song with a vague idea of where 
its going and in some ways | feel like playing on your own, 
well its more like the song takes you there instead of being 
led there by the people you’re playing with. 


ELIZABETH SHARP is a woman of numerous talents. While recording “Live at the Holiday Sin” 
in a seedy motel room, Sharp not only wrote every song, but played every instrument. 
The result is a merge of driving rhythm and creativity that provides an escape from 
redundancy. Sharp’s specialty is drumming, which creates the forefront of the Ill Ease 
songs. In February, | talked to Elizabeth about songwriting, photography (another 
one of her flares,) and feminism. She surprised me with thought, provoking and 
intelligent answers that make you squint your eyes and say, “Yeah. She’s right.” 
This interview will give insight how and why she created “Live at the Holiday Sin.” 


1. You recorded “Live at the Holiday Sin” in a motel room, playing all the 
instruments yourself. Why did you choose to record there? 


How has it influenced the album? Well hopefully it makes the album feel totally 4. Since you obviously can’t be a one-woman band while 


free, like not tied to one place or time. Like spending a weekend in a hotel room 
with someone you've always wanted to sleep with but never really wanted to go 
out with. So you check in, have a blast, and then leave. Its like a total euphoria of 
being somewhere new. Like moving to a new town where nobody knows who you 
are so you can kind of create yourself. Its kind of like a total break from your life, 
what you've always done and who you've always been. And about why being 
there particularly was inspiring, | think you said the places | photographed 
looked lonely, places like the amusement park at Asbury Park have this 
abandoned, desolate look but to me when | walk around there its like a haunted 
ghost town and you think of how 50 years ago it was the center of people’s 
‘amusement,’ they flooded there to have a good time, like Coney Island. So they 
all died or lost their jobs and moved away or whatever and now there are these 
painted clowns and monsters all over the walls, like Roman ruins or hieroglyphics 
that we’ll never know exactly what they really meant to the people they were 
painted for. Its sort of the closest we can come to experiencing what they loved. 


2. How has your music evolved since the last two Ill Ease albums, “Circle Line Tours” 
and “Live at the Gate? 


Its really hard to say. | guess | think of this album as much more of an album, 
more like a group of 10 songs that are related to each other and are a lot more 
refined. This album | actually went back and ‘edited’ things instead of just 
recording and never rerecording. So | think the album is more put together, 
the lyrics and the music. 


touring, you get a band to come along. What instruments 
do you normally play while performing live? 


There have been different things in the past. But right now 
its basically like drums, bass, guitar and rhodes. 
| play drums when we play live. 


5. From interviews and stories I’ve read about you, 

| gather that you seem to enjoy discussing this neurological 
disorder you have. Apparently it causes your brain to 
interpret music as pleasure. But don’t most people’s brains 
do the same? Tell us how this “disorder” influences your 
music. 


Yeah that was just something | said once, | totally think 
most people experience it as pleasure. That's why there are 
so many people who stand in front of the speakers at a show 
blowing their ears out, cause it feels so good. | think more 
what that was about was that for some people its like doing 
something or making something, like making music, is an 
effort or something they do as a means to an end. Then for 
some people its like something you have to do just to be 
able to relax and calm down. I’m the second type. 


6. Unlike most musicians, you choose to make the drums and bass the focus of 
the music, rather than using them in the background. This seems to make the 
songs more focused on the unique rhythm than on the melody or “catchiness” of 
a tune. Was this a conscious effort, and if so, why did you choose to do it that 
way? 


Thanks. It wasn’t a conscious effort at first. | just played drums first because 
that’s what | knew best and because | think | was thinking of it as a recording 
thing so, when you record, you always get the drum sound first. But then | 
realized that trying to start with anything else didn’t feel right. Like it felt 
shallow without the drums. And | just always keep the drums up in the mix 
cause that’s what | like to listen to most. When | go see a band, 

| always watch the drummer more than anyone else. People usually think 

of the vocals as being the loudest, but the thing is, up until the last 50 years or 
so, even putting vocals on music was uncommon. Nowadays its become like 
the accepted idea that vocals should sit on top of a mix, maybe along with the 
occasionally melodic guitar solo, because supposedly that’s what people 
remember the most, that’s what makes a song catchy but | think that’s too bad 
cause there are so many other cool instruments and ways to get a melody 
across. 


"“That’s one of the things that’s cool to me 
about America... 
is that there are so many different 
styles of music, 


just all the different scenes.” = 


7. What do you hope to bring to your listeners? Originality? New perspectives? 
Or is creating music simply catharsis to you? 


Its definitely a lot to do with just catharsis, or internal necessity like | said 
about the two types of people thing. And definitely originality is up there for 
me too. Seems like every band | see could be a cover band, and they're 
covering great bands, like New Order, Gang of 4, AC/DC or whatever, but 
they're still just hiding behind some pose. And they’re not even doing a good 
job of covering them. Like how many bands have | heard say they love ZZ Top 
this year. ZZ Top is made of 3 totally killer musicians, whether you like their 
music or not you have to recognize that. All these lame bands trying to hitch 
on their name can’t compete in the least. To me the whole retro thing is really 
boring. | mean, | love a lot of old bands, most of my favorite bands are from 
at least 10 or so years ago, but to try and imitate is just boring. | think if you 
were to say to someone you go for originality in music, its like they'd assume 
you were doing weird some avant-garde art thing as opposed to good rock 
music you can get your freak on to. 


8. Do you feel it’s harder for a woman to gain respect as a musician 
in the Indie rock community? 


There’s definitely still a lot of stereotypes in Indie rock music, 

like everywhere in the world. When | say I play music in a band, most people 
ask, ‘is it an all girl band?’ if a guy said he played music, | doubt he’d be 
asked if it was an all boy band. And even though nowadays it might be more 
common to see a girl drummer or bass player or whatever, there’s probably | 
girl engineer for ever 100 guy engineers. But | wouldn’t say its totally men’s 
fault or anything. | think a lot of girls take the easy way out and get 
[recognized] by being cute or doing the whole naive girl punk rock thing. 








9. You grew up in Maryland and now live in New York 
City, right? 


Moving to a different place inevitably influences a 
songwriter’s lyrics. How has it changed you? I’ve lived 
in a lot of different places and its definitely influenced 
me more than | probably even know. The obvious 
thing is just the types of music I’ve heard. | guess 
growing up in Maryland mostly influenced me 
because | was really into hardcore, not just hardcore, 
but stuff that now is called “emo” although nobody 
called it that back then or really thought of it that 
way, at least | didn’t. Then | feel like | lived in a couple 
of different places and | was pretty lucky to live places 
where there was cool music going on at the time like 
Northampton Mass and Athens GA. | guess all the 
places | lived influenced me just in terms of hearing 
really different music. That's one of the things that’s 
cool to me about America, and there aren’t many 
things | think are cool about America right now, is that 
there are so many different styles of music, just all the 
different scenes. Now, living in NY, | dunno how it 
affects me. For the last couple of years, it was like 
everyone was really into the electronic thing, 
something | never really got into. Now, its like all of 

a sudden people are back on the rock thing and there 
are definitely more bands | like. 





10. You are not only known for your music, but for your 
photography. How do these two art forms differ in the 
creative outlets they provide you? 


Photography to me is more about taking things that 
already are out there and representing them, focusing 
in on them or whatever, in a new way. 

Music is about just totally creating something new. 


i. What do you hope to accomplish with Ill Ease in terms 
of: financial gain? $50 Emotional statement? Total and 
complete, or at least as much as | can stand. Feminism? 


| don’t think music by women should be its own 
subcategory of music. A rock band of women 
shouldn't be a women’s rock band, it should just be a 
rock band. Fans? Undying love! 


Interview by Willow Welter 


rom January 31st until February 4th, the World Economic Forum 

held their annual conference of global bigwigs in New York City for 
the first time. Usually held in Switzerland, they figured that with all 
the drama going down in New York, it would be a lot easier to ignore 
the hordes of angry protesters in the Land of the Free. (Since the NYPD 
is considered the 3rd largest standing army in the world with over 
40,000 cops ready to go at a moment's notice.) And they were right. 


If I were to sum up the week I was in the Big Apple in just one word, 
that word would be FRUSTRATION. And if I could add just one more 
word, FEAR would be it’s name. From the first night we arrived (via 
train from Philly) we couldn’t help but notice that there were cops 
everywhere we looked. No matter what, even if you are doing absolutely 
nothing wrong and you’re just walking down the street, minding your 
business- when you pass a cop, you get nervous. At least I do. 





FRUSTRATION & FEAR: 
A Walk through enemy 


lines on the homefront 








The uniform is there to serve as a reminder that you can go on believing 
you are free all you want, but when it comes down to it, it’s the ones 
with the badges and guns who will decide who is free and who isn’t. And 
it doesn’t take a genius to figure out which groups have lost in that 
equation. 


Back to the story: So there are cops posted at every single Starbucks, 
Barnes & Noble, Gap & McDonald’s in the whole city; at least 2 at each 
location; security for corporate Amerikkka funded by our tax dollars. On 
the train we picked up a discarded New York Post (which nearly every 
one on the train was reading) bearing an article entitled "Arrogant 
Imbeciles Bite the Hand that Feeds the Poor’. I shit you not. Above it 
was a sarcastic article outlining all the expensive gear that every good 
anarchist would need to survive the protests. 


I felt so helpless. Like the whole city was being forcibly turned against 
us through all these lies and propaganda, when it was the new Mayor 
who brought the WEF to New York in the first place (he’s a long-time 
member). So what were we there for, anyway? Who is the WEF that 


_ they would even merit any of my precious time and resources? The WEF 


is like one gigantic cocktail party for the Alan Greenspans of the world. 
There is a five figure admission fee, which a lot of the poorer countries 


; can’t fit into their budgets, considering they are so far in debt to the rich 


ones (thanks World Bank! But that’s a whole other issue). Movie stars, 
politicians, and business world leaders rub elbows and help to set the 
financial agenda that the rest of the world’s citizens (i.e., us) play into 
for the next year. And always, no matter what kind of jargon they use 


# about it helping the "poor" countries, it is obvious even just from the 


extravagance of this event that those who are privileged enough to 
participate have a taste for luxury, and they-sure as hell aren’t going to 
sacrifice their way of life just so some starving children in Uganda can 
live their hopeless, pathetic lives a little longer. These people have no 
incentive for real change or equality; their only motive is profit. 


It’s so apparent that it’s blinding. Yet there are still ignorant pricks like 
the woman who wrote the aforementioned article in the Post; those who 


are so very quick to assert that the people coming to protest these events 


R U M By Agent Orange 


are all rich, white college kids who have no handle 
on reality. This is extremely offensive to all of the 
people of color who have been just as much (if not 
more) a part of this movement as anyone else from 
the beginning. Secondly, I know I for one do not fit 
neatly into the rich white college kid category. My 
parents have had to work their asses off my entire 
life just to try to keep us housed and fed, and even 
now, 5 years after I moved out of their house, they 
are still struggling just to make ends meet. I am 
not in school, though I would like to be. School, 
unfortunately, is expensive for me at the moment. 
Most of the other people I know are in the same 
boat. My third bitch is that even if we WERE all 
rich, what the hell is the point? Yes, most blue-collar, working class 
people are not in the street because they need to be working their shitty 
jobs to feed their kids. That doesn’t mean that those who don’t march 
aren’t being completely screwed by the folks that run the WEF. 

The working class (myself included) is the most exploited group of 
people worldwide, and I feel like it’s time for us to take matters into our 
own hands and stop being tools by which the rich get richer. These are 
some of the reasons we were there. We refuse to be intimidated out of 
our beliefs by those who try to label us as "terrorists" for voicing 
legitimate dissent. 








Again - Back to the story: All week, there was a counter-summit going 
on at Columbia University. Unfortunately, I only attended a few 
workshops, but the idea was good, I think, except that it sort of 
distracted people from actually trying to have an effect on the meetings 
(like we did at WTO). I never even saw the Waldorf-Astoria (where they 
were being held) the whole time I was in New York. Friday was cool; I 
went with my Denver kids to the MTV studios with these enormous (anti- 
tv) banners we had made and held them us during TRL; Pamela 
Anderson was in the studio with some dude (might’ve been Kid Rock?) 
and she looked pretty pissed to me, though some people said that she 
was actually happy to see us there. That was funny, until it looked like 
the swarms of cops who had surrounded us were about to do something 
so we left. There was this one particular undercover cop in a Che 
Guevara shirt who kept tagging along with us; when we saw him the next 
day he was wearing a shirt that said Marijuana with the McDonald’s M. 
It was so funny! 


Saturday left much to be desired. We started out at the Reclaim the 
Streets March, where the first thing we saw was a man being rushed, 
arrested, and hauled away for having a megaphone. The next 7 hours or 
so were spent in various stages of a slow march leading nowhere through 
Central Park. I had been under the impression that we were headed to 
the Waldorf; this, however, proved not to be the case, as we sudden!y 
found ourselves at a dead end and being told to disperse on some random 
street corner at like 4 o’clock. The media was quick to report on how 
peaceful it all was and how nothing at all went down, which of course 
wasn’t really true at all. 

I was standing with a few hundred others at the corner of Central Park 
when the cops surrounded and attacked the tiny black bloc that had 
dared to march. The next thing I knew, a huge line of riot cops was 
slamming us backwards into one another and I was being pinned with a 
club to my chest and Plexiglas shields smashing me backwards; I had 
linked arms with those around me so luckily I didn’t get knocked on the 
ground; but then, before I could even register what was going on I saw 
them bust out with the pepper spray cannons and I managed to turn my 
head away just as the foam hit my face. My buddy Matt got it right in 
the eyes, but I was only sprayed from the nose down. (The foam is worse 
than the spray; it permeates your skin and I was in pain for the next 3 
days, even after being treated by the medics.) 


Saturday seemed to be an entire day of marching without a sign that 
anyone had even noticed. Feeling frustrated, many people decided that 
independent actions might be more effective. On Sunday, we got up 
bright and early and headed to St. Mark’s church to meet up with some 
other like-minded activist folk. After milling about for about an hour 
eating dumpstered bagels, suddenly everyone was forming a line to go 
for a little walk. We weren’t quite sure what the destination was, 

so we decided it should be Washington Square Park for a mass game of 
Spin the Bottle (we’re a real fun-lovin’ group). Within the first 2 
minutes we were already being tailed by at least 10 cop cars. Then came 








the cops on bikes. The cops on motorcycles, cops on horses, cops on foot, 
in riot gear; we even had cops in plainclothes marching in our group with 
us (like it wasn’t so obvious who they were); we watched one of them 
give the signal for all the other cops to attack. What was happening is 
that our tiny group of about 30 people, walking peacefully to the park, 
managed to somehow get an entire city block shut down for over 2 hours 
while the police harassed, punched, kicked, threw down, and arrested 
anyone who happened to have been in the first part of our group (the 
second half, myself included, had been waiting for a walk signal and so 
was a little behind when we saw the front in the scuffle). It didn’t take 
long for the word to spread of what was going on and more people 
showed up to protest the cops behaivor towards us. They too were beaten 
and arrested, along with a handful of totally uninvolved bystanders who 
expressed dismay at the behavior of the police. 


Standing in the crowd, it was obvious that the residents of the 
neighborhood were totally shocked by what was going on; they couldn’t 
believe how "rude" and "brutal" the cops were. If nothing else, it helped to 
serve as a wake-up call to everyone who was there that these events 
really do happen each and every day to thousands of our fellow citizens. 
It’s odd to see things you read about in the newspaper with skepticism 
actually happening right in front of you. Yet only to read weeks later a 
completely different (watered-down) account. 


The next day was spent almost entirely at the courthouse, waiting for our 
friends to be released from jail. One was released around 10 p.m. on 
Monday and the other they kept until Tuesday. If you ever need definitive 
proof that our "democracy" doesn’t exist, go and sit in your local county 
courthouse for a day and watch the way in which “justice" is dealt. It’s 
treated as a joke. A minor technicality in the way of the judge and other 
court officers getting through their day. Many of the detained were given 
court orders to return in a month and a half to be sentenced. 


The whole week was pretty much utter hell for me. I was frustrated with 
the way everything went. I was worried about my friends. I was cold. 

I was hungry much of the time (bagels and bread was pretty much all we 
ate). My face and chest hurt from the cops, my ankle hurt from walking 


on it, and I was mad as hell about the police state that we currently call 
"democracy". Yet I still do not regret having gone. Right now, in this era 
of rampant so-called "patriotism" and voluntary surrender of our civil 
liberties, it is more important than ever for us to start organizing, and 
not just on a mass "protest" level, but at home too. We need to band 


‘together and rally for what we believe in, because when we don’t 
‘exercise our rights, we don’t notice that they’re gone until it is too late. 
_ And what do we think we’re fighting for everywhere else in the world 
_(Freedom"??!!) when we won’t even fight for it at home? 








Claudia Gonsonor 


MAGNETIC FIELDS 


How did you meet Stephin & become involved in the MF’s? 


I met Stephin back in 1983, when we attended nearby high schools in 
the Boston area. The other Magnetic Fields were also schoolmates; 
Sam, the cellist, went to my high school, & then Sam went to 
Harvard, where we officially started the band with Stephin. John, 
our guitarist, was a friend of Sam’s from Harvard, but he didn’t join 
until 1993, when we all came to New York. 


What’s the best thing about being in the MF’s? 


Regular blowjobs backstage, mountains of cocaine & busty girls. 


You’re getting set to play 69 Love Songs for the last time in it’s 
entirety at the Lincoln Center in March, does that mean we'll 
never hear those songs again? What’s to become of the MF"s? 


This is a confusion which I seem to be correcting over & over. 

The "last show" does not mean that our band is breaking up. On the 

§ contrary, we just signed a two-album deal with Nonesuch Records. 
What I meant to say was that Stephin is not interested in performing 
our "69 Love Songs" show again, or at least not any time soon. He has 
a bunch of projects on his plate, including making a new TMF album. 
He wants us to move into performing new material, rather than 
continuing to re-perform the album from 1999. 


You have, perhaps the loveliest voice in all of indie rockdom, 
are you a formally trained vocalist? 


Thanks, I am not formally trained (I have had 2 lessons, spaced 
about 3 years apart). But I have been singing since childhood, mostly 
in school choruses. 





You did the arrangement for Busby Berkeley Dreams, which 
parts did you arrange? Do you think your audience knows 
who he is? 


I imagine that some younger people don’t know Busby Berkeley, 

but it’s nice to think that we might propel them to rent some Esther 
Williams movies. My mom is a high-school teacher, & apparently 
when she asked her class if they knew who Busby Berkeley was, 

one person said "no, but there’s a Magnetic Fields song written about 
him"! I arranged all the parts for the song (piano, cello & guitar). 


Do you like Busby Berkeley-choregraphed films? 


I’ve always hated Yankee Doodle Dandy, that’s him right. Yuck! 

I confess that my knowledge of his films is limited, mostly "greatest 
hits" montages in films like "That’s Entertainment!" That’s a good 
way to see his best scenes back-to-back. Of course there’s the million 
rip-offs of his signature aerial choreography like Gap commercials 
to "Singin’ in the Rain." 

















What’s next for you? Any new projects? 


Just yesterday (March 20, 2002), I finished the new Future Bible 
Heroes album, on which I am the singer. Stephin has been doing a lot 
of projects, including scoring a modern-version of an ancient Chinese 
Opera for Lincoln Center, co-writing a musical film, performing at 
Lincoln Center & writing the new Magnetic Fields & Future Bible 
Heroes albums. He’s also recording theme songs for the audio 
versions of the childrens books "A Series of Unfortunate Events", by 
Lemony Snicket. He will record the Magnetic Fields album this year, 
for an early 2002 release. 


I know you’re taking classes, what for? Where? 


I am working slowly on getting a Ph.D. in English, at CUNY (City 
University of New York). 


What other creative pursuits do you engage in? 


[ enjoy making Ukrainian Easter Eggs & painting clay pots. But 
really, my main daily work is music management. I manage Stephin 
& his many bands. It’s a full time job, & while not particularly 
artistic, it demands a lot of creative thinking & is a full time job. 


Are you more at home playing live or in the studio? Why? 


I don’t actually participate much on Stephin’s albums. He records 
many of his songs by himself. | enjoy performing live. 


Were you a horny teenager? 


Probably average. 


What’s your idea of an ideal day? 


Getting to a yoga class, getting a lot of band work done (rather than 
spinning around in circles with dialogues that go nowhere), & still 
having some number of quiet hours for reading. Cooking at home, & 
falling asleep to the BBC World Service. 


Where will you be & what do you hope to be doing 10 years 
from now? 


I wouldn’t mind being Stephin’s manager all my life. It’s a job which 
changes & modifies as time goes by, so it never gets tiring. Even if we 
stop being a live band, as we grow older & "rock" life becomes 
unfitting, I still feel that my work with him as manager will continue 
to be vital & interesting. Like Mark Mothersbaugh or Randy 
Newman, or more currently They Might be Giants, I see Stephin 
already moving from being more of a performing artist to being more 
of a composer. 


Your musical training/history, i.e., instruments learned, bands 
you performed with prior to MFs, etc.? If not, I’d like to know. 


I was a classical pianist from age 3-18, & took up drums at 16. I quit 
the piano after high school, & played drums with Stephin in various 








bands from age 16 until the present. About 3 years ago I 
switched from drums to piano. It’s been nice to return to the 
piano, although sadly I don’t have the technical expertise I 
once had, due to the decade off. The other band I played 
drums in was a folk-country-rock combo called Lazy Susan, 
from Boston (there’s a new Lazy Susan now, in New York, 
but they’re different). I was with them from 1986-88. They 
consisted of two female singer-songwriters, one of them 
Shirley Simms, who sang on "69 Love Songs." 


What’s the secret to not becoming discouraged for lack 
of exposure & therefore receiving feedback 
(read reassurances). How do you handle that? 


It’s a hard question to answer simply, there’s a lot of facets to 
it: One’s family, one’s personal outlook on the world, one’s 
gender, one’s age & the place in which one is raised, ete. 

It does help to work with others, who you can share your 
enjoyment with. It is also good to recognize the fun in making 
art; like you said, we do it because we want to communicate 
something to the world, & not purely for commercial success. 
Many people who have the "make it big" attitude never seem 
fulfilled. Ultimately there really isn’t a goal to reach, other 
than your own satisfaction (unless you depend on your 
artwork for a living, in which case money is another goal). 
It’s good to do art because it can bring a sense of joy & 
satisfaction, & the bonus comes from hearing good feedback 
from others. 


Interview by Allan Martin Kemler. 


There are many indie 
bands around these 
days, not one band has 
reached lyrical and 
instrumental genius in 
my eyes until | was 
introduced to the fine 
quartet named Death 
Cab for Cutie. They are 
even such considerate 
people that they sent 
up a veggie tray to the 
overcrowded under 21 
section of the Bluebird! 
What great guys. | had 
the great opportunity to 
have a chat with Death 
Cab for Cutie’s drum- 
mer, Michael Schorr at 
their last show of their 
most recent tour in 
Denver. 

Interview by 
Lara Conley 
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So you just finished up a tour with the 
Dismemberment Plan? 

Michael: Yeah the night before last was 
the last show with them in Minneapolis. It 
was kind of sad. 

How did that tour go with them? 

It was great. 

Are they good buddies of yours? 

Ah, they are now. (laughter) They are just 
really good people and we kind of knew 
them before this whole tour happened. It 
was pretty obvious that we would all get 
along. 

How were the crowds? 

Oh the crowds were really great. | think 
our band and their band just fit together 
really well. 

Can you tell us about your label, 
Barsuk Records? 

Our relationship with Barsuk is great. It’s a 
very small operation. There’s only a few 
people really doing the stuff and they take 
care of us. They put the records in the 





stores and are a lot of help. 

Are they more friends than bosses? 

Oh they are definitely our friends for sure! 
Like | said its just a few people and they 
live just down the street from me really. 
And they have like New Year’s parties and 
barbecues. It's the way you would want to 
interact like if you’re having a business 
association with someone that's the way 
you want to have it. It's the ultimate blend 
of friendship and business and they do a 
great job. 

Have you noticed all the extra attention 
you’ve been getting since the Photo 
Album came out and with that have you 
been sought after by major labels? 
How do you deal with that? 

Out of the major labels who have talked to 
us or have even tried to get in contact with 
us, they all pretty much know now that it’s 
not really something we are looking for. 
So it hasn’t been really weird. 
Occasionally we'll know that someone 
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from a certain label is in the crowd. Its not 
really that big of a deal. More often than 
not, someone ends up kind of poking fun 
at them because of things like.....We 
played LA last tour and some rep or 
someone from the label that dropped 
Supergrass was there. And Chris Walla 
(Death Cab’s guitarist) was just like, “Is 
there anyone here from Electra?” (or uh, | 
forget the label) and someone yelled out, 
“Yeah!” So Chris asked, “So why’d you 
drop Supergrass? They were a great 
band!” Nothing like that is ever really weird 
to us because we're not really interested. 
So you don’t think you would ever 
leave your label to go to something 
bigger? 

| think the only reason we would leave 
Barsuk is if the demand for our records 
would be something that Barsuk couldn't 
meet. They've done a great job of getting 
the records out there so there’s no reason 
to leave. Major labels just aren't in it for 
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the bands for the most part. So it would 
have to be something so spectacularity 
rediculious like we're going to buy you all 
cars and houses and give you yearly 
salaries of over a millin dollars. It would 
have to be so stupid. It’s just not going to 
happen. If it did | can guarantee it would 
be something very good for us. Like 
Modest Mouse, | don’t know what they did 
but their switch to Epic didn’t hurt their fan 
base or their music for that matter and | 
think if it would happen to us we would 
hope that we could do the same. Because 
the only reason we would do it would be 
because it would be so fantastically good 
for us and it wouldn’t change us. 


more people are coming to our shows and | wouldn't 
say that there is any one faction or clique of people 
that has been coming to the shows over another 


Our motivations for playing music are that 
we want to make good music. No one 
really wants to sacrifice anything for that. | 
mean, we have total control over every- 
thing and we want it to be that way. As 
long as it continues to be that way then 
yeah, we're good. 

Since the Photo Album has come out 
have you noticed a different fan base 
and how have all of you reacted to 
that? Have you noticed younger people 
coming to your shows? 

Well its hard to say because sometimes 
the all ages shows are infrequent in cer- 
tain parts of the country so its hard to 
judge if we have new people coming to 
our shows. Definitely more people are 
coming to our shows and | wouldn't say 
that there is any one faction or clique or 
groups of people that has been coming to 
the shows over another. Its not like a total 
hipster crowd. There are a lot of females 
that come to our shows which is awe- 
some. 

Yeah, | bet you don’t mind that! 

Oh of course not. But like being in a band 
of four males, it’s nice if you can reach 
females. That is kind of an accomplish- 
ment. Because there are plenty of male 
bands out there that are fantastic but they 
just don’t speak to females. 

They don’t brush our good side well 
you know? 

Yeah, yeah exactly or for whatever rea- 
son. So that’s nice. But | haven't noticed 
maybe one thing more than the other. 
Occasionally if we walk past the line of 
people waiting to get into shows there’s 
the pointing and the whispering. And that 


never really happened before that | 
noticed. That's pretty funny. 

Getting a little taste of fame? 

Yeah, a small one, and that’s fine. | mean, 
| used to do that to bands. 

I’ve read that you guys are very 
approachable and it holds to be true. 

| think so. | mean, none of us are like, 
“Check me out.” It's so far from the truth. 
We are all just likely to hide from people 
as we are to chill. | don’t think anyone has 
been purposely unapproachable for the 
wrong reasons. 

Who is the song Photobooth written 
about and what is the story behind it? 
That's a question for Ben because he 


wrote that song. My knowledge of that 
song as far as where it came from is limit- 
ed. | don’t know if it is a specific person. 
Ben does a lot of fiction writing, so a lot of 
the stuff that he writes, that seems autobi- 
ographical is just fiction. Some of it is 
taken from here and there. Its not all “this 
is Ben’s story” or “this is Ben’s friend's 
story.” Occasionally that happens but | 
think there is a little bit of both in the writ- 
ing and | 
that’s what 
makes great 
writing. 
Where do 
you see 
yourself 
with the 
band in the 
future as = 
far as releases and what not? 

Well, we are going to take the whole sum- 
mer off and then in August we might go do 
a couple festivals overseas, if we get invit- 
ed. Then in the Fall we’re going to start 
writing new material. Hopefully if that all 
goes well then we will probably record, or 
begin to record a record with the idea of 
having it out by the fall of 2003. Then a 
tour to follow that, which is nice because it 
will be a year and a half. That's about as 
far as | can see now. You meant more of 
like goals? 

That too, | mean where do you see 
everything going? Do you see any clo- 
sure with it anytime soon? 

| think we will take it as far as it can and 
will go. We all have wanted to have this as 
our income and our living and that is how 





it is working right now. As long as we can 
make that happen, still enjoy each other 
and make the music that we want, there’s 
no reason to see an end. | don’t think any- 
one is looking for any closure. This is way 
beyond our wildest dreams as far as what 
could have happened with this band. 

Do you have any closing words or any 
famous last words to leave with? 

That's funny because a lot of people ask 
me and | never really know what to say. 
Uh, don’t eat meat! And uh, Yeah for 
Vegans! Yeah, yeah for Vegans, although | 
eat fish sometimes. Listen to Spooky 
Ruben. He’s fantastic. I’ve kind of unoffi- 
cially dubbed this the “no taboo” tour for 
me because there seems to 
be all these rock and roll 
things you should or 
shouldn't do based on taste 
and who is saying what. So 
don't be afraid to buy the 
new Kylie Minogue because 
it's great. You know, that kind of stuff. | 
mean, | think that’s what we’re all about 
anyway. Just four dudes doing what they 
love with all the weird, stupid and funny 
influences that we have behind us. } 
Well, have a good show! | have been : 
really looking forward to it since the 
last time you came with The Prom. 

Thank you! It will be fun tonight and kind 

of crazy because it’s our last show for a 


photo by: Wendy fe te 
long time. Probably until September. 
Well you guys deserve a break, you’ve 
been working really hard. 
Yeah we have been. 


death cab for cutie is: 

Ben Gibbard- vocals/guitar 
Chris Walla- guitarist 

Nick Harmer- bassist 
Michael Schorr- drummer 
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WONKA VISION- So was that you're 
Mom who picked up the phone when | 
called? 


BRAND NEW: My mom? Yeah | think it 
was, or one of my sisters. It's a full house 
here 


Whoever it was they sounded hot. How 
old are your sisters? 


My sisters are 12,20 and 25 


Whaddya say? Hook a brother up? 


If | had a nickel for every time | got asked 
that. 


Do all of the members of Brand New live 
with their parents still? 


Yes.We currently have no other choice. 
When we tour though it's like we're living 
together: It’s just that our apartment is 
more like a van than an actual apartment. 
Well, it is a van actually. 


Ok then. If you were on MTV’s CRIBS 
what would be the most exciting thing in 
your in your parents house? Or would 
you be embarrassed that it was your 
parents house and take them to a friends 
house? 





Not to be confused with Rap Legend Brand Nubian, the four 

guys calling themselves Brand New hail from the Levittown area 
of central Long Island, New York. Raging in age from nineteen 
to twenty-three, Brand New have a very refined and polished 
punk rock sound in the same vein of Blink 182. The humor spin 
and sometimes nasty lyrical flow have placed Brand New high 

a top my stack of musical selections the past few weeks. 

Their latest release can be found on Triple Crown Records, 
check them out, you won't be let down. 


No | wouldn't be embarrassed. | mean my parents do an unbelievable job providing for 
us. But it wouldn't be that exciting either. | think I'd stay away from my room though 
considering it's always in shambles. We'd concentrate on the living room and the 
refrigerator. Those are my two favorite spots. Did you see the Redman Cribs? 


Oh hell yeah! That was the funniest shit ever. After | saw his crib | was inspired to get 
a "dollar box" of my own. 


Yes!. Dude, his backyard was so rad. 


Yes it definitely was.And his cousin passed out on the floor? Classic! Ok, moving 
on...I’m sure there has been a lot of confusion when people see the bands name. 
Can you tell us of anything you have witnessed or heard about? 


Mostly you just get the "Wait.. it's new? Or you guys are called Brand New?" It takes a 
while for people to latch on. Yes the band’s name is Brand New. That's right kids. It’s crazy 
| know. Also you get bands on stage saying "Okay, this song is Brand New..." and then they 
pause and say "... Well, it's not Brand New, it’s just a new song." Yeah, it stopped being 
funny after the second time it happened. 


If you could stop the growing fan bases of bands like Dashboard Confessional and the 
Backstreet Boys, what band would you really put an end to and how would you go 
about doing it? 


(laughs) That's a touchy question. There's probably a few bands that I'd like to do that to. 
Off the top of my head, Kid Rock, Limp Bizkit, Bubba Sparkz. | really don't enjoy white 
people doing this rap thing. The Beastie Boys can pull it off. Eminem even does it well. 
But you need to be really selective. Also I'm really skeptical of this band Hoobastank. 
Like we're big fans of Incubus but | mean, Hoobastank is the guy from Incubus’ brother, 
and they sound like Incubus. There is no need for that. Also they are called Hoobastank. 


Well, Beastie boys actually started out as a joke. But who needs to know that right? 


Yeah, | think they probably shudder at the thought of what they used to be. But there’s 
no getting around what a monumental band they were and are. 
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A lot of your songs are really mean, do 
you consider these mean songs love 
songs? 


You think they are mean? 


Oh hell yeah! | know they are mean. 
You're telling me that they aren’t? 
SAMPLING: "Lets have another drink and 
drive yourself home. | hope there's ice on 
all the roads. And you can think of me 
when you forget your seat belt. and again 
when your head goes through the 
windshield” 


Yeah, that's pretty mean. See the person 


| wrote it about took it better than anyone. 


He knew why | wrote it and what | meant 
by it. So many other people got very mad 
at me for that, but not him. I'm not looking 
to hurt anyone. Most of that stuff | think 

| write to help myself more than anything. 
| don't know if that's selfish or not. ! guess 
there is a little bit of tough love in all of 
them. | mean, | would never devote so 
much time to someone, or something, 
even if its to hate them, if | didn't care 
about them a lot. Most of the people that 
| really have distaste for could never get 
me to write a song about them, 


Has any girl who you've written a song 
about, realized that it was about her and 
confronted you on it? 


Yeah, most people don't have a tough time 
figuring out when something is written 
about them. But | am totally honest when 
it comes to writing. So there is nothing to 
deny or call me out on. Most of 
them just keep quiet about it. 


Really? The girl who went overseas in 
track two never had a rebuttal to that 
song? 


No never. And | actually saw her a few 
times after the record and she told me she 
liked it. | never write anything to hurt 
people but at the same time | don't really 
care what people end up thinking about it. 
Those were just the feelings | was having 
when that stuff happened. 






Interview by Justin Luczejko. 


Have you ever met a girl who wrote you a letter because she liked your band, and then 
did her in the back of your parents car? Or her parents car? 


| have to say no to that question. However, | can't speak for my band mates. We do receive 
a good amount of fan mail, a fot of it from girls. And god knows what kind of plans Garrett 
hatches up on Instant Messenger at 2 a.m.. He's the Casanova of the keyboard. 


Ok, enough dirt digging. What was the inspiration behind the writing of Track 8, the Smiths 
sounding song? | personally think that as much as that song doesn’t fit on the CDAT ALL, 
its a really amazing song and you guys should go that route some more in the future. 


Well that was one of the songs on the album that had contribution from outside the band. 

My friend Brandon had a large hand in writing that song. He and | are basically die hard 
Smiths/Morrisey fans and there is no doubt that it was written in that style. We really wanted to 
include it as a hint, or a reminder of the fact that we are able to play different styles and that we 
have some musical taste. On the first record, we weren't prepared to put too much of that in 
the recording , just cause we wanted to write a pop record that would grab peoples attention. 
But the stuff we are writing now and in the future will let us show off our diversity a little more. 
| think it was for both the fans and the industry. 


Are you guys fans of the Brand New Heavies, Brand New Order or Brand Nubian? 


Actually | remember kids talking about Brand Nubian back in high school. | didn't get into good 
hip-hop till after | graduated. Grand Puba from Brand Nubian appears on the Handsome Boy 
Modeling School record which is one of our favorites. He might be on Prince Paul's "Prince 
Among Thieves" also. Yeah, anyway. Brand New is down with Brand Nubian. 

| got a good story about that. My girlfriend was in the city one day and she was at Blades 

or something and saw Harold Hunter (professional skate boarder, starred in KIDS) so she went 
up and talked to him. We were playing at Brownies the next night so she told him, "Come to the 
show tomorrow at Brownies." And he was like, "VVho's playing?" And she said, "Brand New." 
And he was like, "Brand Nubian?!? Aight I'll be there." He never came to the show but it was still 
funny. And later on that week we played some skatefest at South street and | look down while 

| was playing and there he was. 


Do you mind when reviewers compare Brand New to bands like New Found Glory or 
Blink 182? And if so what in your opinion separates you guys from them? ; 


| don't mind that at all. | think a lot of the kids that listen to those bands listen to us as well. 
In some aspects a band is defined by their fans. If we are called pop-punk because fans of hy 
pop-punk listen to us, well I'm not gonna argue with that. I've been a fan of 

Blink for a very long time and am completely flattered whenever they 

and us are mentioned together. 













Parting Words? 


Thanks to Justin and Wonkavision. This was fun. 
Also to Fred Feldman, Kevin and Adam, Andrew 
Ellis. Listen to The Reunion Show. Listen to 
Lifetime too if you've never heard them. My 
mom and dad rock. Lord of the Rings was 
actually a good movie. | miss my 
girlfriend. Thanks. 


ATOM é ii 
PACKAGE 


Interview by Julia Kaganskiy 





I n the world of punk rock a new kind of musical style has 
emerged and leading the way with his beat box at his side 

is the infamous one, Atom. Atom and his Package (not THAT 
kind of package you perv!) is slowly gaining recognition across 
the country with his unique style of music and sometimes 
controversial lyrics. Recently, I was given the opportunity to 
spend some time and get inside the mind of this visionary artist. 


You obviously have a preference to synthesizers over live bands, given 
the opportunity would you like to try your stuff with a whole band? 


No, it’s much easier and there's less stuff to carry with my stuff. I don’t 
know, 

I guess there's pros and cons. Like I miss playing with human beings and 
traveling with friends is fun, but it’s a lot easier to be productive when it’s 
just me. Like it’s easier to write songs and it’s easier to "practice" and go play 
shows. If I want to go play a show, I can play a show, I don’t have to 
organize four or five people to do it. 


What are your views about the future of humankind with the 
influences of recent technology? 


That's kind of a general question. I guess I feel like tools can be, whether 
they are robots or computers or whatever, can be used for.. -you know, 
they're just tools. Like those things themselyes I don’t think are evil or good. 
For instance, like I don’t think being able to clone animals is a bad or a 
good thing, but I think that you can use it. Any advancement in technology, 
I think it really depends on how, or who is using it. 


If you weren't performing what would you be doing now? 


I guess I would be teaching High School, probably involuntarily. I'm 
certified to teach High School Chemistry and Biology, but somehow music 
is working right now. So, {if it weren’t] I don’t know, I guess I'd be doing 
that. 


What are you currently working on? What are your plans for the 
future? 


In life, I am helping fix up a house that I am planning on living in for a 
long time and... making puppy dogs! And musically I just finished 
recording a CD/EP that I’m putting out on my own label called File 13 
records, and then there’s a new full length coming out in the fall. And 
then...we’ll see, you know? 


How did you get started? 


I guess I was, and I'm still a really big music fan. I listen to lots of records 
and music is a significant part of my life so, I guess it just always seemed 
natural for me to try and play music. I’ve been in bands forever, and my old 
band broke up so I just got a sequencer because you are able with the 
sequencer to just write and arrange and record whole songs, rather than just 
me playing guitar, you know, by myself. And I started writing songs, and 

I thought I'd play a couple of shows for fun, it was fun so I kept doing it. 


You're originally from Philly, is it easier or harder to play in front of a 
hometown crowd? 


In a place like this? (Referring to the Trocadero) I mean, most of the shows 
I play are much smaller than this, at a show like this you are so removed 
from people. You're like 10 feet above them with like barriers there, so to 
that degree it might as well be in like Antarctica, it doesn’t matter. 
Whenever I’m playing a show, it’s not very fun to play in front of my 
friends because they've heard it all before a million times, but I mean at a 
show like this it doesn’t really matter, I don’t think. There are some towns 
that I’ve had better shows than others, but a lot of that depends on so 
many different factors, whether it be the place, or the people there or how 
enthusiastic they are and stuff. 


How do you feel about the Philadelphia Phillies this year, are you 
about ready to give up on them because they never do anything to 
better the team? 


No, I mean, last year they had a wonderful season and were really fun to 
watch. And they were contenders, I couldn’t even believe that they were 
still playing in January! They were playing important games in January, 
and it had been a very very long time since that was the case. They have a 
lot of exciting players, they've definitely bettered their pitching staff, and 
it'll be nice to see Mike Lieberthal in action, I'm a big fan of his. I just hope 
that the management and Scott Rolen can work out whatever difficulties 
or problems that they have and just play ball. And you know...you got to 
just play aggressively in the neutral zone and cycle strongly and defensively, 
and the offense has got to hustle back there. 


How is File 13 records doing? What are you putting out nowadays? 
Well we are putting out a band from Philadelphia, the band is called Need 
New Body. They're from here; they are sort of like a weird, experimental... 
sort of like a crowd rock band but not really. They're just very weird and 
original, and bizarre, but in a good kind of way. They are bizarre but catchy. 
They’re a really really amazing band. And then we are putting out a CD/EP 
of my stuff called "Hamburgers," that’s coming out in June. There's also 


_ this band called The 101 and they are former members of the band 


Antarctica, that used to be around and they are putting out a record too. 





What qualities do you look for when you are looking for bands 
to sign? 


Every band that we put out are people that we know. 


So it’s all very inbred? 


Not inbred, I mean it’s a lot of people, it’s not like the same people. 
It’s just easier and there seems to be more of a reason to want to put 
out bands that you know. And it’s more fun to work with people that 
you know and that you know that you like. Rather than like...I don’t 
know. It just seems like there’s more of a reason to put out that stuff. 


There’s been a lot of controversy over your song "Hat's off to 
Halford" and I was hoping you could clarify your meaning one 
last time. 


Well, the song is supporting Rob Halford for being openly gay in the 
world of metal, which is traditionally a very homophobic sub-culture. 
I respect his bravery, and... there are gay people everywhere, there are 
tons of gay people and I guess for me it just seems like very right on, 
that here is this guy, within a sub-culture that is completely 
homophobic, for the most part, and it’s like fucking right on that he’s 
openly gay! That’s basically it, and there are people who either have 
really poor listening or reading comprehension and don’t understand 
the lyrics and will completely misinterpret it and be like "Yeah, those 
metal guys are gay!" And it’s just like...idiot that’s not what I’m 
saying! So that’s a little frustrating, and then there are people who just 
disagree with me and I think that that’s bone-headed. So, I don’t 
know, I guess that’s where most of the hate mail from that song comes 
from. 


It seems that a lot of your stuff is really opinionated, kind of 
bashing metal in some songs... 


The song isn’t bashing metal, metal IS a very homophobic sub-culture 
and I’m not saying that all metal people are homophobic... 


But what about the Black Metal song? That’s kind of bashing... 


But it’s not, I mean... it’s not! Black Metal is a very weird and 
spectacular form of music where the people who started it were so evil 
that they would kill each other, and burn down churches. That's a 
pretty extreme and crazy thing. I think that there are some Black 
Metal bands that musically, are very good and very interesting. I mean, 
like almost any other genre of music, there are a ton of shitty Black 
Metal bands, but there are some good ones. It’s a spectacular like... 

I mean that’s CRAZY! How many people are that into like their music 
and what they do? Not to condone it at all, but that’s insane! I guess 
it's not bashing Black Metal it’s kind of like poking fun and saying 
"Oh my god, this is crazy!" Obviously it’s kind of silly to kill people, 
well it’s not silly... it’s really funny, it’s funny when people die. No, 
I’m just kidding. (Laughs at the expression on my face) It’s just the 
whole concept of Black Metal is a very strange thing, it’s just 
something that I was very interested in, for a lot of reasons, not that 

I necessarily like making fun of the genre of Black Metal. 


How are you able to take criticism so lightly? 


I mean it depends. If someone just like thinks I suck and they tell me 
that they think I suck it’s just like..."OK, well?" What I do is clearly not 
the kind of thing, or the kind of music that’s for everyone and I 
completely understand that some people wouldn't like it and if someone 
thinks I suck then it’s like "OK, that’s fine! You can think that I suck." It 
doesn’t bother me; there are other bands that I think suck. That's just 
that way personal taste is. If there’s people that think an opinion that I 
have sucks or is stupid, I feel pretty confident that I know enough about 
what I’m talking about. When I say something opinionated I have reason 
for why I believe it and I can successfully argue why I feel a particular 
way. So in those cases where someone challenges an opinion I have, I 
think it’s very easy for me to explain why I feel a certain way. I don’t just 
throw out things and be like "Oh, I don’t know why I feel that way.” I’m 
very calculated in how I feel about certain things and I have reasons 
backing up why I think this. In terms of criticism... don’t know, why 
would it bother me that people don’t like what I do? I mean, even people 
I know if they don’t like what I do musically it’s fine. Who cares? I like 
what I do and that’s all that matters. 





Could give me a brief history 
Rout when you guys started? 


Craig: The Forgotten started in 
late 3{. We recorded and released 
our first._7” Class Separation with 
TKO recotds. Mark Rainey was a 
friend and\started the label as 
we started t band. Since then, 
we did 2 full Yengths for TKO, a 
few releases o some European 
labels, a dozen emps, and now 
we're working on ddjing our 3rd 
full length for BYO 
records. 


Jon: I was a friend/ 


web master for MTF 
since the early 
stages (97/98) and I 


joined in early 2000. 


I know you played the 
HITS in the UK last 
summer and again in 
SF what are some of 
the differences that 
you noticed between 
the two HITS. will 
you guys be playing 
HITS this year at 
all? 


Craig: We were only; 
at each of the HITS 
for one day, so wey 
didn’t get to see a 
3 days of either/of 
them. But on that one 
day in the UF there 
wasn’t a single fight. 


Everyone as really 

friendly,’ which was 

kind o weird, but 

refreshing. You’re 

supposed to be able to walk up to 

apnéther punk and just shoot the 
it and have a beer. No dumb 

attitudes, just good people. 


Probably drunk out of their heads 
and that’s why. At HITS SF there 
was a bunch of drama with Nazis, 
fights, and even gunshots were 
fired outside the place. Skinheads 
carrying guns?? That sucks. We’re 
playing HITS UK on July 20th, but 
I’m not sure if we're doing the 
New Jersey HITS. 

































































The Forgotten, from the Bay Area of California, 
formed in February of 1997. The current line up 
is: D. Kash 31(drums), Johnny 21 (bass), Craig 24 
(guitar) and Gordy 29 
initial goal was to bring back a forgotten style 


(vocals). The band’s 


of music with a new twist and have fun doing it. 
These guys will be on tour during May and if yo 

et 
new 


get the chance see them live you will not be 
down. In my opinion they are one of the bes 

CA punk bands! 
and that is not as easy as it seems. 


I did this interview via Z-mail 


I know some of you are in rs Frederiksen and The Bastards. 
Has being in the band helped or hurt your band at all? 


Craig: From what I cap’tell, a lot of the people that like the 
BASTARDS haven’t evep’ heard of THE FORGOTTEN. There’s a few, but 
not many. It has helped though just as far as meeting people and 
bands. so, I (Craig) didn’t play on the BASTARDS 
record/ so a lot of times people don’t even know that I 
play An the BASTARDS. 


Gofdy: Lars is a great guy and an old friend. Rancid is 
class act. There is no way that you can hurt your band 
by working with any of those guys. 


ould you/have you ever been asked to do Warped Tour? 


Craig: We got offered to do the West Coast of the Warped 
tour from one of our friends a few years ago. But we 
also had a European tour already booked during the same 
time. It was the first time we were going to Europe and 
this booking agency MAD was really helping us out so we 
didn’t want to ditch them. Plus I think our plane tick- 
lets were already paid for. I would love to do Warped 
tour now. There are usually at least a few bands that I 
respect and like on it. Plus a lot of the people that go 
Yagto “Warped would never see THE FORGOTTEN anywhere else 

lcause\ they only watch MTV. I know a lot of punks have 
issues ‘about Warped tour, but screw that. So many bands 
tour the\underground DIY scene forever and never make 
any money.\They just suffer and its miserable, most of 
lem break up\cause they can’t afford to keep the band 
going. Now I’m\all for paying your dues and touring DIY, 
but after 5 years it gets old and you’d like to eat 
something other than Top Ramen. Warped tour is a bigger 
our that, in a wa}, puts underground punk bands into 
he mainstream spotlight. And I’d much rather have MTV 
playing DISTILLERS, AFI) or RANCID instead of what they 
play now. Punx should sypport bands getting bigger, 
isn’t the goal to take over!!?? 


What do you think really big punk tours liké\ the Warped Tour, are 
doing to the scene these days? 


Craig: I think its helping a little, I had this ‘conversation with 
someone the other day. Let’s say someone goes to the Warped tour and 
sees the Casualties with their Mohawks and spikes. Th&n they go out 
and get a Mohawk and a leather jacket cause they think the Casualties 
and punk rock are cool. Sure, the kid might not stick around the scene 
for longer than a few years; people come and go all the time. But it’s 
worth it for the few kids that stay with the scene. Everyone gets into 
punk somehow, whether it is from Warped tour or your older brother 
giving you some records. 


Gordy: I think that any sort of event or tour that presents different 
musical or artistic avenues for kids to discover (punk or not) is 
fucking important. There is no way you can make an educated decisions 
on shit unless you know all angles of the world you are dealing with. 


Jon: A LOT of great bands to one place all at one time! And for the 
amount of music you get, it’s CHEAP!!! 


What are your opinions on all of the political 
punk? 


Craig: I listen to music for fun, not to get a 
political science lesson. But on the other 
hand punk rock is inherently political. I like 
some political punk, and I’d like to write 
more fpolitical stuff. But if you’re concerned 
wi politics and you actually think you can 

ange something, there are better ways than 
writing songs about it. Run for mayor or start 
fucking the president. Some guy crashed his 
big rig into California’s state capital, which 


Speaking of “scene,” how is the punk scene in California a 
was pretty political. 


these days? 


Craig: It seems to be getting better. I thought it was Gordy: Entertainers should entertain. End of 






going to die for a while, but there are a lot of fnew story. 

young bands spouting up,\and even a few new clubs An LA Jon: Punk’s always usually been about being 
and San Diego. This band {HE VEX is really good, also pissed off at something, and society and gov- 
the ROUGHNECKS are kick ass\ Big Jay from THE’ BASTARDS ernment is a VERY common subject that a lot of 





plays bass for them the ROUGHNECKS. people out there are upset about! 


How has punk changed for you What are your 3 
since you first got into it? favorite existent 
punk bands? 













Craig:Punk is a lot like a reli- 
gion to me. Religion should be a Craig: RANCID/ THE 
personal thing, and so _ shou}é F DISTILLERS, SOCIAL 
Punk Rock. Just like religion, I 4 so ee : . ; DISTORTIOM 












don't need some asshole /(the 

Church) telling me what As and Gordy: RANCID, THE 
isn’t punk. I don’t cafe. Punk : 4 Freon é pra SWIN NG UTTERS, 
hasn't really changeg’for me; I — THE/BUSINESS. 
























still look exactl the same, 4 Ye on: RAMCID, THE 
Mohawk, jeans d a leather ‘ : . ‘ SWINING UTTERS. 
jacket, maybe x few more tat- 
toos. I still Go what I want to 
do, that hg never changed. I \) 
still drink and have fun with ny @&% \ 
friends./Like anyone that has ~ 
been ‘re for more than a few. go. q 
years, I’m a bit jaded, espe-— dj, : 4 i ¥ LS Craig: We’re work- 
cially from playing in a band. ‘ ming on a new 
You get to know a lot of shit record for BYO, it 
about bands and the scene that@ will be out some- 
are really messed up and lame. time in late June. 
We’r@.also going on tour in MAY and 
JUNE in the US. Come check us out. 
Dates will be posted on 
www.byor@cords.com and 
www.theforgotten.net. 


Do you have any- 
thing in works at 
this moment? 









Gordy: I don’t even want to answer this. I’m 29 now and 
I got into the scene at about 12. I’ve seen enough to 
know that the only constant in life is change. For good 
or for bad, deal with it. (Truthfully, you just need to 
get me drunk to answer a question like this. I'd end up 
unzipping both sides of my neck and spewing up lots of 
words.) 





Jon: I’m a little younger than the others so I haven) 


seen a HUGE change in punk rock. Other than the popytar "Punx should support 
style at the time aka pop punk, then skate punk,/then . . 
hardcore, then street punk, now it’s pretty eclectic I bands getting bigger, 
think!! isn’t the goal to 


take over!!??" -Craig 
What's the biggest misconception about this band? 


Craig: I don’t really know of any misconceptions. I got 

a good story about a misconception though. We played in Any last words that I haven’t asked 
Switzerland and we played “Won’t Stay Long” from our you about? 

first record, VENI VIDI VICI. Gordy told the crowd what 


the song was about “...this song is about my friend and Craig: Nope, thanx for the interview 


this girl. She used to use him for sex and just call Gordy: Last words? Punks should fly 
him, come over to his house, fuck him, and then leave. their colors and look like punks. 
When the guy started to like her and wanted her to be Enough of the " I could be a skater, 
his girlfriend, she left him cause she was just all punk, Hip-Hop, Dancer, ass biter, 
about the sex...she didn’t want a boyfriend.” So we fuck bag, don’t know what the hell I 
played the song and after the set this feminist-crusty am” Kind look that that’s going on 
girl came up to Gordy and asked him if he wrote the lyr- with spiky hair and big pants. If 
ics. He said he did, and she tried to kick him in the you are punk, Show it!! 

balls and beat his ass. That was a misconception. The 

song is actually about a girl using and abusing a guy, Jon: check out my girlfriend’s web 


not the other way around. What a pile. site...http://www.suzannaleigh.net. 


First question: state your names. 
Geoff: My name's Geoff Kresge. | play bass. 
Nick: Nick, sing and guitar. ’ 
ze"°° + Who else is in the band? 
(ue 
and Nick: Our drummer, Fred Telles. That's it. t 
‘i 
Gaon’ 
na .. 
WN Oe ah 


What is psychobilly? 

Nick: Let's see, it’s pretty complicated. It's a 
subculture that’s been around, mostly in 
Europe, but also elsewhere. You have some in 
the states, Brazil, Japan. It started close to 20 
years ago. If you've never heard it, it's basically 
a combination of punk and rockabilly music. 

It's got a specific sound. 


Any kind of surf influence in that? For guitar? 
Nick: There can be. It’s been around for a 

while, within psychobilly there are certain 
different segments. There are bands that sound 
closer to rockabilly. There are bands that are 
basically just kind of really aggressive. There're 
are bands that take a lot of other influences 
from much more aggressive music that's much 
harder and heavier, be that punk, hardcore, 
metal. So there’s a whole spectrum to it. 


What's the whole AFI connection between 
you guys? 

Nick: Well, it's pretty complicated, cause | 
mean we've known those guys since before 
any of us were playing in bands. Geoff and | 
were in a band together about 10 years ago 
that went for 2 years who Jade, (the guitarist 
who's now in AFI), was also in. And uh, | 
dunno, Geoff? 

Geoff: After that band split up, | played bass in 
AFI for about 5 or 6 years and the original 
drummer, Adam Carson, who's still in the band, 
played on the first Tiger Army album. He was in 
the band for a while. When the first album was 
released, | started playing with Tiger Army. 

| played on the second album, and basically 
I've been in the band since. On both albums, 
of course, Davey Havok sings backup on a 
couple of songs and- 
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Tim Armstrong, also? 
Geoff: Yeah, yeah. 


| thought | heard something in the 
background of a few of the songs.... 

Geoff: Yeah he sings a little bit on the first 
record, and Lars and Matt on the second one. 


How has Tiger Army changed since your first 
7 inch, music-wise and member-wise? 


Nick:Let’s see, there have been quite a few 
lineup changes since the first 7 inch. With a few 
exceptions, almost everyone who's played in 
the band has been a friend who was just kinda 
playing with me for a limited period of time. 
Kind of like as a favor, just to have fun, and 
that's originally how Geoff started playing in the 
band. But we had such a good time doing it and 
circumstances were such that we wound up in 
the same geographic area again after living 
different places. He's been in the band ever 
since the first record came out. We've had 
various drummers. Fred has been playing with 
us since, | guess June? 

Geoff: The observation that | make musically, 
not having been a member of the band from the 
beginning; the music is definitely a lot heavier, 
song writing has matured quite a bit, and it's a 
lot darker, a lot heavier. But it's also more 
melodic and very aggressive. 


What type of people normally show up to a 
normal Tiger Army show? 


Nick: LA is one of the few places in the states 
where there's a big contingent of psychobillies 
who are like into the lifestyle and music and 
subculture 100%, so you'll definitely see some 
psychos at out shows in LA, but really | mean 
you see a cross-section of all the different 
subcultures that are associated with punk in one 
way or another. | mean you'll see punk rockers, 
you'll see skinheads, hardcore kids, greasers, 
goths. | mean there’s psychos on the east 
coast. There are psychos in Texas but most of 
the shows we play in the middle of the country, 
are all kids who are punk rockers or hardcore 
kids or skins. And we haven't been to the south 
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yet, I'm not really too familiar with the 
scenes down there right now. 


When people arent into Psychobilly 
neccesarilly, how does it affect the shows 
you're playing? 

Nick: It's always cool to play to people who 
are really into what you do and appreciate 
that, but those people aren't always 
necessarily psychobillies. 

Geoff: Yeah, it's cool to see that it sort of 
transcends the genre- even though, | mean, 
Tiger Army definitely is psychobilly. But it's 
nice to see that people other than people 
who strictly listen to psychobilly come to the 
shows too. It’s nice to see that psychobilly 
can have such an expansive fanbase. 

Nick: And plus | think there are a lot of 
people who would really be into it but just 
haven't been exposed to it yet. | had listened 
to punk for years and years before | ever 
heard that some of these bands existed. So | 
mean | think there are definitely a lot of fans 
of the style out there waiting to be made. 


Are you guys influenced by the Blasters a 
lot? 

Nick: | wouldn't say they're much of an 
influence. | mean they're a cool band and 
they were definitely playing roots rockabilly 
a long time before a lot of other bands even 
thought about doing it, but | wouldn't call 
them an influence. 


From what | understand, you toured in 
Japan? Can you compare the fans in 
Japan to the fans around here? 

Geoff: The fans in Japan were absolutely 
textbook definitions of fans: for the most 
part they were absolutely rabid. The 
psychobilly scene in Japan is so strong that 
it's almost mind-blowing. There are so many 
people that actually live the psychobilly 
lifestyle and love psychobilly that when we 
come to their town or to Japan in general, 
it was like nothing I’ve ever seen before in 
my life. It was amazing. 


Nick: Yeah, it was just incredible. | mean we 
went halfway across the world to a place 
we'd never been, and the response was like 
it is in Los Angeles. It went off like crazy. 
And | mean we played a psychobilly festival 
called the Tokyo Big Rumble that they have 
every year there, and it was in a place about 
this size (referring to the E Factory in Philly), 
and it was all psychos. It holds about 1100 
people or something like that. It was a great 
experience. The scene there was great, 
everyone we met there was really nice, we 
made a lot of good friends- so hopefully we'll 
go back sometime. 


How about your tiger tattoo? You 
obviously got that after the band, or...? 

| also noticed you have the 9 lives tattoo 
that a lot of the members of AFI have. 
Nick: Yeah that's like a friendship tattoo that 
me, Dave, and Jade got. And Jade, actually, 
it was before he was in the band. But yeah, 

| mean the tiger is something that always had 
a lot of symbolism for me. | was born in the 
year of the tiger in the Chinese zodiac. 


My last question is an off-band question: 
do you guys skate? 

Nick: | haven't skated for years. | did when 

| was a lot younger. It’s something | credit 
with putting me on the path | am today. | 
mean that's how | found out about punk and 
underground music for the most part. But 
I'm too old to skate now. 

Geoff:| don’t skate, because every time | try 
to skate, | end up hurting myself, and at the 
age | am now, |’m a little past the point 
where my bones can regenerate as fast as 
they used to. 


Any last words? 

Geoff: Tiger Army Never Die. 

Nick: That's right, um... I'd like to thank the 
people who've supported the band thus far, 
and if anybody wants more information on 
us, check out our website (tigerarmy.com), if 
you wanna hear mp3s or whatever. That's it. 





An els in the 


SSeS EASES 


Architecture 


Sometimes you do an interview with a band, and you cover 
the basics; Inspirations, Name Questions, Touring, that 
kind of thing. And then sometimes it starts off with the joy 
and nostalgia of hand jobs, and well, continues to go down- 
hill from there. That's what happened last month when | 
interviewed Scott, the guitar player, from Law of Inertia's 
new and upcoming recording artist, Angels in the 
Architecture. AITA's particular fusion of Jawbreaker influ- 
ence punk rock furnished and branded with their some- 
times melancholy indie rock sound have created a black 
hole for listeners and critics alike to fall into and never 
return. Proceed. 


Would you like anything to make you more comfy before we 
start? Glass of Water? Handjob? 

Handjob please. | already have water. Whatever happened to 
getting handjobs anyways? Now its a blowjob or nothing. 

That’s true, but I’m sort of in favor of the “new style”. 

Yeah it’s pretty good too. Sometimes doing it the old fashioned 
way has its benefits though. 

What is that exactly? 

Well, for one, there's no teeth involved. You don’t get the scrapes 
from a HJ. Ok now | look like a scumbag, you might not want to 
print that. 

That’s why you always play N.W.A on the first date. Like, 
kinda subtly in the background, so they know just whats up. 
| love N.W.A. | used to listen to them all the time in grammar 
school. If you had the N.W.A. tape that wasn’t edited you were 
pretty bad ass. Seriously, getting bit sucks! It ruins the mood. So, 
what are you listening to these days? 

The new Billy Bragg, Kid Dynamite, Coheed & Cambria, 
Springsteens “Nebraska” Album, and your band. 

Holy crap. Springsteen? Rock. And thanks for listening to our 
record. 

So what have you been rocking out to? 

The Dismemberment Plan rock in a strange way. And right this 
very second | am listening to Death Cab for Cutie like every other 
indie rock kid in this country. | like the Pete Yorn record a lot and 
have recently pulled out The Police box set. 

Nice, Nice. I’ve pulled out my old Screeching Weasel and 
Blink 182 records this week. 

Old Blink rocks ass. And some of their new stuff isn’t that bad 
either, can | adm liking new Blink 182? 

Yeah, | will admit it with you so you don’t feel so alone. 
Cool, it’s good to know there are others out there that aren’t 16 
that like the new Blink. Wait, how old are you anyway? 

I’m 23. Let me say that when I hear Blink stuff at like hockey 
games dude, | just go off. 

That and the Foo Fighters. They used to play Jawbox for Caps 
games here in DC. 

It’s better then anything else played on radio, MTV, or at 
sporting events. | mean they really haven’t changed all too 
much right? 

Not really. The production on their records increased times ten, 
but that’s about it. 

So if Angels does reach some type of Blink 182/Rock Star 
status in the future what will you do with the fame? 

Coke and hookers. No not at all, none of us do coke. People ask 
us that question all the time and | couldn't ever imagine being 
huge. It's not really what we are in it for anyways. My brother told 
me that if we were ever to go on TRL and we were on with 






Britney, | better grab her fanny or he would be pissed. 

Dude you WOULDN'T do it! 

Sure, why the hell not? Imagine the publicity. 

She'd bitch slap you then sue your ass. 

Ok probably. But it would make my brother laugh. 

Ok, let's get into this band of yours. You guys put out a 
record almost 5 years ago on One Percent Records. Are 
you still working with the original lineup from then? And 
what is the age range of the band? 

For the most part yes. We just got a new drummer. We broke up 
a couple of summers ago because our drummer was crazy. To 
make a long story short we used to play with our current drum- 
mer, Dave, for about 4 years. So when he came home from LA 
for Christmas, we decided to record some music. Ross at Law 
of Inertia heard the recordings and asked us to put out an 
album. So at that point Dave was officially back in the band. We 
are all 25-26 years old. LA = Los Angeles and not Louisiana by 
the way. 

How did you record the new album with your drummer in 
Los Angeles? 

Well, we asked the same question to ourselves too. How in the 
hell would we do this? The plan was for Andy (vocals/guitar), 
Chris (Bass), and myself to write acoustically. Then our drum- 
mer would fly in for a week in July and we would write and 
record 6 songs in 6 days. The other four were done over about 
a 5 day period in December ‘00. He flew home for that too, obvi- 
ously. 

Did you guys pull it off? 

We did. And the finished result of that endeavor is the record 
that you have right now. We were confident we could pull it off, 
but we weren’t sure if the songs would suck or not. We are plan- 
ning on recording again this summer. But this time | live in DC 
so it will be a bigger challenge. The new plan would be to swap 
4-track tapes, then meet up in Buffalo and record 2-4 new ones. 
So was it an easy session. Like the common goal was to 
pound out these songs, no messing around, get it done 
with? 

Definitely. We were very focused because it was a huge chal- 
lenge to try and put out something decent under the circum- 
stances. The only time we took a break was to chow on a box 
of Krispy Kreme’s. We had a dozen KK’s for each day of record- 
ing. We all got fat. Oh and we drank a ridiculous amount of cof- 
fee. 

So Scott, How do you guys manage to sell records and 
remain a band although you guys haven’t played a show in 
what, over two years? 





That is a good question. It’s not easy. We do interviews with 
people like yourself, do a lot of advertising, and hopefully word 
of mouth will help us out. We understand the importance of 
shows, but before we even thought of putting out a record we 
gave up on the idea of being musicians and turned into adults 
with real jobs and wives. Whoops. But fear not, we are looking 
to bring the rock to a town near you. Or your friend on the West 
coast. 

So there are wives involved in the equation? Will they go on 
tour? Strip in videos? 

Well Andy is married and Chris is about to get married. Dave 
and | are the last of the Mohicans. I’m not sure if they will go on 
tour. The van smelled pretty bad the last time we were on the 
road. That tour was the demise of us. Our drummer took my 
Gatorade and threw it in a swamp in Georgia. 

That should be an olympic event. Why did he throw your 
Gatorade? 

He was a self proclaimed asshole. He would exploit the misfor- 
tunes of others, or create misfortunes for others. He just 
chucked my Gatorade, which was funny for everyone else but | 
was thirsty! Looking back on it now it was pretty funny. 


Lets play a little word association game. Sound good? 
What kind of people read this zine? | feel like | am interviewing 
you at times. This is fun. 

Ok, no more interviewing me. Here goes... 


Round 1. 

New York Mets 

Suck 

Dashboard Confessional 


Conan O’Brien 
For me to poop on! 


Round 2 

Dismemberment Plan 

Rock. | am listening to them as we speak. 
FBI Agents 

Dream job 

Canada 

Eh? 


Third and Final Round 

Screeching Weasel 

Who? 

The Kid on the Man show who sells beer on the street. 
Charming. 

Oh wait, the judges just told me there is a bonus round 
Angels in the Architecture 

For the fun of it. 

Ultimate Fakebook 

They rock and don't rock at the same time. 

Space Ghost Coast to Coast 

Brak. 

Bad Religion 

-Old school as fuck. Or just old as fuck. 

American Nightmare 

Media. That’s our nightmare. 

That girl taking a dump on the cover of the new Hott Rod 
Circuit 

| haven't seen it. 


So, you work for the gov’t and you want to be an FBI agent. 
Do tell? 

Right now | work for the Federal Bureau of Prisons. | am con- 
sidering applying for the FBI but then | wouldn't really have a life 
if | got in. But the flipside of that is doing something meaningful, 
catching some bad guys. Right now | feel pretty patriotic, as | 
think many Americans do. I’m just on the fence with what | want 
to do with my life. | grew up in the middle class burbs and it was 


“| work on programs that help offenders 
get jobs...1 feel very strongly about our 
Sick programs and that we are doing some- 
thing good and positive for our society”. 


generally accepted that after high school us kids would go to col- 
lege. Then after college we would get some office job and that’s 
what we would be. Office space workers. Like the movie. Now 
to some that is fine and dandy, but for me | always wanted more. 
Something exciting. So when the rock n roll didn’t pan out like 
we hoped it would, | decided that criminal justice was a profes- 
sion that would fit me well. So here | am in DC. 

That’s a great movie by the way. What do you do for the 
prisons? 

| work on programs that help offenders get jobs. Since 97% of 
offenders will be released some day, 500,000 + offenders are 
released every year, and the average sentence is 5 years, and 
84% of offenders say their number one problem after release is 
employment, | feel very strongly about our programs and that we 
are doing something good and positive for our society. 

Good for you. 

And you may be thinking, this 
guy just said poop 4 times in this} 
interview. How in the hell did he 
get a job like this? Truth is | take ge 
my work very seriously. But® 
when | am out of work | am still 
the same goofy person l’ve 
always been. | just hope I'll 
always be able to do the work |; 
want to do and be in a rock band 
at the same time. 











On the “emo leader” front: The 
thing that boggles me are the 
actual bands who are getting 
the attention. I’m not even 
going to name them because 
we both know who they are. 
It’s the fact that the “emo lead- 
ers” are some really bad 
bands. 

| hear ya on that. What's funny was the band responsible for all 


this craziness, Sunny Day Real Estate, wouldn't be getting the 
attention that some of these other bands are getting if they were 


still around today. And they were a really good band. Some of 
this crap that is out there right now, well it’s just crap. It seems 
like the only reason why these bands are blowing up is because 
how they dress. Image is a very important part of music today. 
A band could write amazing songs, but if they aren't attractive 
they won't sell records. There are exceptions to that rule, but for 
the most part image plays a huge role. 

That Dashboard kid was on the Cover of the Hartford City 
Paper and it said “Chris Carraba the next punk God?” 
Punk? Doesn't he just play with an acoustic guitar? And hasn't 
he been in every Rolling Stone/Spin publication out there? 
Gotta sell the image to sell the band 

Which is why we would never be big anyways cause we just don’t 
care. We never got dressed up to play shows, or dressed up at 
all for that matter. 

| feel ya. | feel Ya. Well | think this is a good spot to wrap 
things up. Do you have any parting words? 

We're 4 good friends who are slightly talented and work hard at 
what we do because we love doing it. That's what every band 
should be about. Our web site is www.aitamusic.com and our E- 
mail is aita@ny.com. Thanks to everyone that listens to our stuff 
or who wants to support us. Oh and one more thing. Watch the 
Osbournes. The best show on TV right now, besides Simpsons 
reruns. 





The first thing | thought when | heard the CD was; this is Whippersnapper? It didn’t 
sound like anything you guys have done in the past. Tell me where you were at and 
what you guys were aiming at when writing this record? 

Well we went through a lot in the last year and this last record we wrote in isolation. 
We wrote it over a period in Athens, GA. Basically we wanted to streamline some of 
our ideas, and focus more on the songs. There was more of a rock n' roll influence on 
this record. But we feel like its more of a mixture of the last two albums plus some 
new ideas. 

Now you said you wrote it in Isolation, what did you mean by that? 

We went out to a cabin on a lake in the middle of Kansas and lived together writing 
and recording demos. It was close enough to Lawrence, KS to run into town for a few 
beers every once in awhile. 

How long were you in this alleged cabin? 

About five weeks. It was definitely a memorable time. Mike and Andy had just joined 
the band so we were kind of working out what we could all do together: 

What kind of activities besides recording and writing went on in this alleged cabin? 
A lot of drinking. We basically got messed up everyday after we finished working. 
Then we played late night. It was heaven. 

I've never heard of a punk band retreating into a cabin to write songs.Were you 
guys trying to make a statement by doing this, or was it just a good way of going on 
vacation and getting drunk? 

| think we just wanted to focus on writing. Although sometimes you get more out of 
your songs if you're wrapped up in life while you're writing them, it was still a good 
experience. 

| have questions, but | wanted to give you the chance early in the interview to speak 
about something that you feel is important right now.Whether it be band/musicllife. 
Life is very short and there's no time for fussing and fighting my friends.Very short. 
Speaking of fighting, Lobster Records. Tell us whats up. 

Well we're not with them anymore. Our contract ran out and we decided to go with 
Fueled by Ramen. We told Steve up front that we were gonna send stuff to other 
people, but that he would get it first. So after that there were some difficulties | guess. 
Usually before we go and record a record in a studio we make sample recordings of 
songs we were working on for Steve to hear. Either on an eight track or at a cheaper 
studio. He told us he was into them and he sent us a contract out for a new deal or 
renewal deal, But he knew we were sending them out to other labels too. 

So, you guys kept searching, had his contracts in hand, and Fueled by Ramen offered 
a more appealing contract and distribution? 

They seemed to be the right choice. They're on the east coast very close to Atlanta in 
Gainesville, and they had a good contract. Lobster's had a little bit better recording budget. 
So all in all, you found a new home. Did Lobster threaten you guys with anything or 
have harsh words? 

There were no outright threats, but I'd be lying if | said there were no harsh words. 

It's a hard thing. It's like leaving a home. sometimes thats when you know its time to go. 
Have you ever had sex with a girl and in mid thrust ever called her another name, or 
not remembered her name the following morning? 

| don't think so. | have a good memory that keeps me out of these situations. Always have 
to say the right name, at least as a rule of thumb. 

Yeah me neither. 

So we've touched on the new record, the old record label. Let’s get back to the ladies. 
What's the best thing you've kept from an ex-girlfriend after a breakup? 

got a great traveling bag. One of those army rucksack things. | still use it. The thing has 
jasted forever. 

One point for the guys. 

The worst thing | gave up was seeing Texas is the Reason right before they broke up. 

tt was a warehouse show in North Atlanta. 

Oh man | bet you still feel the sting? 

it always happens to me, something comes up and | can't go then they break up or die. 
almost went and saw Nirvana in Atlanta right before "the incident’, 

Another story of a girl screwing things up! 

No, only Texas is the Reason, the rest were my own damn fault. 

meant Courtney Love. 

Another Courtney love cheap shot. 

Yeah, too easy, 

But a great turn around nonetheless. 

Now that you guys have taken a step up as far as labels go, have you been rubbing 
elbows with any stars? 

What like Michael Jackson or something? 

Michael, Outkast, Nelly.. whomever? 

Well | was once privy to a scene that included Michael Buffer, Hulk Hogan, the Atlanta 
Falcon Offense and Lynrd Skynrd all in one room hanging out. But that had nothing to 
do with the label. | guess Roger and Vinnie are "Stars" from Less than Jake, but | think of 
them as dudes. Are Hot Water Music stars yet? 

What was the circumstance? The Super Bowl? 
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No, WCW wrestling, | was on the crew. 

No way? Did you talk to the Hulkster or Skynrd? 

| was waiting backstage for the teardown. And | saw Hulk Hogan praising the Falcon 
Offense. Buffer was hanging with Skynrd.| didn't talk to anybody, | was there working. 

| did talk to Christie Hind once when | was working at the amphitheater 

What did you say to her? 

| just said whats up, she was all in black with sunglasses like Joey Ramone. She was 
married to one of the Kinks for Christ's Sake. It was a little intimidating. | think | said | was 
looking forward to seeing them. 

Yeah, | had a run-in with Joey Ramone once.! was waiting to do an interview with 
Tom, the old drummer for Blink 182.And Joey was standing, very tall next to me.We 
had the same sneakers on. It was sad for me when | heard he passed away. | called 
people up immediately to see if they had heard. 

Andy Belote is a huge Ramones fan too. We used to do "| Wanna be Sedated" every 
once in awhile. 

So has your soul been satisfied with all you have accomplished in music or are your 
taste buds ready for more; and what is in store for Whippersnapper? 

Man I'm ready to tear it up. | can't wait to hit the road. I've been home too long. We're 
doing some touring in Florida with LT], and on our own in the southeast. Then the record 
comes out March 19 and after that we hit the road with I-12 for awhile. And then more 
touring. Hopefully we can keep on the road most of the year: 

You had a pretty hair raising experience last time you came through Philly? 

Yeah, we played at the Killtime and the bar across the street was a trip. Me, Andy and 
Jason went over and danced with this black lady. She was fucked up and kind of 
outrageously flirtatious. 

Yeah, that bar is off the hook all the time. Did anyone score? 

No, we were there in this crazy snowstorm. It was the year we took on the northeast in 
January like a bunch of amateurs. We froze our asses off. We set fire to the bus that trip 
on the Jersey Turnpike. Chris from Humble Beginnings gave us this portable heater. We 
lashed it into the bus and fired it up but had to tie the valve open with a shirt.We hit 
those rough roads and the bolt loosened until the heater head hit the shirt we tied the 
valve open with. It burst into flames, melted the cap on the supply valve and shot burning 
propane flames across the bus. The curtains went up and the couch and we were driving 
while it was happening. We pulled over quickly, Jason, Mike and Andy went tearing out of 
the bus thinking it was about to explode but pat who was driving stood up, calmly put on 
a glove on and reached into the flames and turned off the tank. | beat out the fire with a 
blanket. and we made it to the show on time. 

You truly are a hero. 


Contact Whippersnapper at: 
www.whippersnappermusic.com 
www.fueledbyramen.com 


-Interview by Justin 
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M\YWORLD 


POETRY * FICTION * JOURNAL ENTRIES * DREAMS * LOVE * IMAGINATION * YOU 


| was a sponge, observing and absorbing, and | could put up with any degredation in exchange for all the 
experience and knowledge | was accumulating. This is what it takes to succeed - Pat Croce 


Introduction: If you are a newcomer to Wonka Vision, My 
World is the reason in which I started the zine in the first 
place. | wanted to do something personal as an outlet for 
me and maybe a place for readers to find inspiration. Some- 
times it is hard to find closeness and personalness within 
the confines of our own family and it’s just easier to write 
it down on paper. My World has been opened up to the read- 
ers of Wonka Vision to contribute to as well. Wonka Vision 
definitely took off in directions that | am proud of but I like 
to look at it as a home for My World. -Justin 


You would feel this way too if your name was Hank. 

It was his birthday today. It was his birthday again. Laugh- 
ter, was rising high up to the ceilings like a cloud of smoke, smogging 
the room. Hank wasn’t smiling. He was choking on these people’s cel- 
ebration. The people, they were all Greek to Hank. “Do I really know 
these people?”, he thought to himself. Sure he had spoken to them all 
but Hank never saw the purpose of any sort of long term relationship, 
whether it be friend or foe. “Whats the point?”, he thought. “Do I even 
know myself. I, sure as hell didn’t invite me.” 

Hank was turning something; a leaf, an age, and over and over in bed. 
He was finally a man! “Let’s Get this pawtty started!”, the crowd of 
people sprayed vocally. 

When he had been seventeen his parents still considered him 
a child, and now that a year had passed so had his innocence and child- 
ish ways. The three hundred and sixty five day solution as Hank liked to 
call it was once again wearing him down. He simply asked for enough 
money to pay for half of the price of a guitar from his ever-so eager par- 
ents. His parents liked boots and thats what he got. “He’ll learn to love 
them and music is for children.” whispered Hank’s father to Hank’s 
mother. His mother winked back at Hank’s father and then at Hank. 

Hank’s life up to and including this moment had often seemed 
dissapointing. This wasn’t the first time he had felt all alone in a sea of 
celebration. Who knows how may birthdays he would see in the future? 
“Ts that supposed to be comforting?”, he said to himself in response to 
his previous thought. “You’ll grow to love them.”, his mother added as 
she motioned towards the brown leather boots. 

All summer at the lake, he had walked sullenly through the 
cabins and lodges which housed the same blurry crowds and confetti 
faces that were all united together again to celebrate his birthday. 

The laughter faded as it flew at high at speeds towards Jupiter. 
It will oneday become trapped inside a group of meteors and play at 
high volume on repeat for the rest of eternity. Hank’s great, great, great, 
great grandson will be killed on a routine cold fusion mission in the 
outskirts of the galaxy. One of those same meteors which captures the 
sounds of Hank’s dismal birthday extravaganza would find itself spri- 
raling on a oddly direct course towards him. He will never know what 
hits him and their embrace of sorts ends his life. It will be a damn shame 
too. Happy Fucking Birthday Hank! ~ Jesse Hodges 





Pounds of Fat 
On the top 
doesn’t he know better? 
get back on the bottom 
fat fetish? 
is it the way they treat me? 
is it the way my tiny spine cracks while 
he thrusts inside me? 
it makes me feel comfortable to be with 
someone so disgusting 
it makes me feel even skinnier, smaller, 
and even chic 
he tells me I’m sexy 
i don’t know what to say back 
he is a good lover that’s all. 
maybe i just crave a fat fuck 
his sex, fat sex 
- Aye Nonn Y Moose 
Chapter 5 


Does this mean you won? [POETRY 


Cause you got me awake, up writing at 4 AM again. 
Or is the game over and the tides of yesterday calmed down? 


Bitter nostalgia, things I said I’d never do again. 
Don’t read these letters that I’m not sending. 
Just don’t want the infatuation to wear off too soon. 


Can’t you hear the sirens? 
They are coming for me again. 
And you just keep saying I miss you. 


Just trying to get into another chapter of my book? 

Or is it this time around that you come clean. 

We both have washed up on shore, maybe only until the sea comes 
back to collect us. 

Collect yourself. Collect myself. ~ Justin 


Towering Beauty 

Pink, soft, and standing 
Reigning Governess, 

capture this moment 

with a delicate edge. 

As our clouds pass above you, 
your eyes are my perfect clocks 
and you chime my desire 

I’d glance away, if put to the test 


but to chance it might end our hour - Jesse Hodges 
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I sat in a pocket with hundreds of my breth- 
ren, in a wallet, next to a bag of cocaine. Antonio was 
my current owner, and for the most part my favorite. 
My last owner was a congressman by the name of 
Jim. I wasn’t sure what his last name was, because 
all I ever heard him be referred to as Jim. Life with 
Jim was boring. Every day I’d see the same faces. He 
would never spend a dime, on anybody except him- 
self. He even did that rarely, unless he was spending 
it on drugs. 

I remember it was Christmas. Masses of 
presents were placed under the tree. None were from 
Jim. The thing I remember most about the incident 
was hearing his wife, and children cry. The part 
which made me the most sad, was when his son little 
Josiah asked, 

“Daddy don’t you love us?” I remember 
hearing his ice cold response, as he turned his back, 
and shut his door in their faces. 

“No.” The cheap bastard didn’t even go to 
a motel to spend the night, he slept in his car. The 
reason I know this is because I remember feeling his 
weight press up against the black leather seats of his 
BMW as I sat in his wallet. It doesn’t matter, Jim’s 
dead. The Cocaine Antonio had sold him was laced 
with Ajax. 

Life with Antonio was much more exciting 
then it had been with Jim. There was always com- 
motion going on the outside. I was constantly meet- 
ing new faces; I became popular very fast inside the 
wallet. The other bills and I would always swap sto- 
ries. Or sometimes we would be quiet, and listen to 
Antonio talk with his clientele. Antonio was always 
spending his money. He would for the most part 
spend us on what he called “Paid for Pussy.” 

That’s how I came to be with Sally. Sally 
was a prostitute, and from what I had heard, Anto- 
nio’s favorite. She kept her money in her in her 
underpants. I had never been so close to a woman 
in my life. I felt bad for Sally. A woman as kind 
hearted as she was did not deserve the treatment she 
received. Her pimp Carlos would always have his 
way with her. When he was not having sex with her, 
he was beating her, and calling her names. The most 
popular thing he would call her was “a run down 
gutter ho.” Sally received none of the money she 
earned. It all went directly to Carlos’s pockets. What 
she received for her hard work was: food, drugs, and 
shelter. Despite Sally’s occupation she was a kind 
hearted, giving woman. I remember one time she had 
seen a homeless man on the street. She asked, 

“She said you poor man, here are a few 
dollars please take it, and buy yourself a bite to eat.” 
He replied 

“Thank you, and god bless your soul.” 
Sean was a little crazy. He was the first person who 
would actually talk to me as if I was a person. I sup- 
pose it came from him being so lonely. If you saw 
Sean you most likely would not have talked to him 
either. He was a short, ugly man; his face was cov- 
ered in dirt, and was missing all but three teeth. Sean 
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Money 


By Christian Fazio 


had a kind heart. He would often tell me stories about his life in 
Ireland. My favorite story was the one in which he was chased by 
the police, because he had stolen Mrs. Mc Deneson’s prize game 
hen to feed his starving family. He came to America hoping for a 
better life, and some work. What he got instead was a hard life on 
the street. One night Sean had fallen asleep with me in his hand. In 
an instant I was taken. 

Cornelius lived in the projects, with his wife Gina, and 
three children: Jerome Erika, and Eugene. Life with them was hell. 
There was constant bickering. All I ever heard was: 

“Cornelius why don’t you get yo’ broke ass a job?!” I 
hated life here. The children were even worse. The son Jerome 
worked for my former owner Antonio as a drug pusher. Erika 
was a thief. She had been arrested several times for stealing from 
major retail stores. Eugene was the youngest, and caused the least 
amount of trouble. He had just turned 5, and was very curious. On 
his fifth birthday his mother, father, and grandmother had chipped 
in together, and made him a money tree. A money tree consists of 
a piece of wood ironically carved into the shape of a tree. Each 
dollar on the tree represents a leaf. I was on the highest branch. As 
months progressed Eugene became very sick. I sat on the top of the 
money tree, ad watched him as he coughed, and wheezed. 

One night Eugene had stopped breathing. I remember 
hearing the ambulance siren, as he was rushed to the emergency 
room. Gina visited Eugene every day. She asked him 

“Baby, is there anything I can bring you to make you feel 
better?” He replied, 

“Yes mama, my money tree.” She could no longer hide 
her emotions, she began to cry. The next day she brought me into 
the hospital. I remember smelling the clean sterile smell of the air, 
as Gina carried me through the hall ways, and into Eugene’s room, 
and placed the tree on the table next to the bed. She stayed with 
him all day. At nine o’clock the nurse entered, and said, 

“I’m sorry Mrs. Stubbs but visiting hours are over, you 
will have to return home now.” She replied “alright” kissed Eugene 
on the forehead, and left. Warm tears rolled down Eugene’s cheeks. 
The elderly woman in the bed next to him asked, 

“What’s wrong young man?” he replied 

“T miss my mama.” 

I had never felt so sad in my entire life. If I could cry I 
would have. I almost loved the boy. 

The old woman asked, “Say is that a money tree?” The 
boy coughed in response. She told him of how she herself had 
given her son one as a small boy, and how he had grown up to be 
the leader of a major corporation. She told him of all the funny 
things he did when he was little. It was nice to see Eugene smile. 
She asked 

“Young man may I have a dollar to remember my son 
by, he and I have had a falling out, several years back, and I want 
something to remember him by.” Eugene responded, 

“Take the top one it’s my favorite.” She smiled as he 
handed me to her. 

I remember feeling Francis’s bony fingers as she held 
me close to her chest. Her grip became tighter, and tighter as the 
night went on. When day light broke I hear the doctor, and the 
nurses voices. 

“Is she dead?” The nurse asked. 

“Yes, see if you could unplug her, and get some one to 
take her to the morgue.” 

The nurse sighed and snatched me from her hands, and placed me 
in her pocket. 







He Called it a Lie 

unable to calm down slammed down the telephone 
is disgust as she went back into the room where 
the party was. High on drugs she said things like 
“ miss you, i have to go” 

their conversations always lasted till 7 am, except 
on the weekends when she fed her addiction with 
booze, drugs, and many different sexual partners. 
He sat around waiting for those late night calls 
on friday night. knowing that when he picked up 
the phone he’d get the same story every time. 
Another lie about work in the mornning, about 
getting to sleep early....Who was she kidding, she 
never went to sleep early. 

stomach acids churned and ate away, dissolving 
his being into a puddle of nothingness. ~ Justin 





Baby Blues 

I came out the womb with my eyes closed 
and my back so arched they couldn’t hold me. 
I never asked them for anything 

not because I didn’t need it, but because 

I knew that I couldn’t pay them back 

and debts would only chain me to this place. 

I made my own crib in a boxcar 

I suffered through withdrawal rather 

than cry and beg for milk. 

I made a religion of the hope 

that somewhere there was a less painful world 
which would one day be my home. 

I wanted to live on Sesame Street 

so bad I threw myself into the screen. 

They found me lying inside the TV 

and they couldn’t believe how cute it was 
they even took some photographs but then 
they beat me for breaking their favorite toy. 

- Ben Nadler 





Stained Glass Angel 

In the time of rock when kids 
drank beer 

I was with them and real bad 
I had my fun, yeah, 

but what I wanted was my 
angel. 

I sat with her in the back seat 
of a car I didn’t own 

but I couldn’t touch her, 

not until I deserved to, 

and so I plotted to make myself 
pure and worthy. 

I smashed the bottle I wasn’t 
gonna drink from no more 
then grabbed up the jagged 
shards 

and slashed deep into my arms 
and chest and face. 

I thought my act of contrition 
would merit at least one small 
kiss 

but she had seen it all before 
and, besides, would have 
kissed me in the first place. 
My tears and weary head fell 
to her soft stomach 

where they lay until morning 
when we were found. 

Upon seeing her bloody wings 
they assumed the worst 

and charged me with rape. 

I did not protest or claim the 
blood as my own 

for I knew full well that, 
regardless of details or specif- 
ics, 

I was guilty of manhood all 
along. - Ben Nadler 


One More Casualty 

I sat unrepressed in the corner watching every- 
thing fly around me. The beautiful chaos 
enveloped me in satisfaction. The sweaty man 
on stage twisted his flaccid hair around his 
head. I was so used to seeing it standing 
up, single file, but as I had read in all those 
bullshit interviews he never wore it up on 
stage. He sang to the masses, words of unre- 
quited love, and police brutality. The pound- 
ing bass wasn’t as pounding as you would 
suspect, I don’t thing he was plugged in at 
all. 

Kerry sat behind me. She didn’t look 
so good. I was subconsciously guarding her 
from the flailing fists and rock-hard elbows 
that sailed through the air with a passion 
known only by the flailee. I held my arm up, 
elbow at 90-degree angle, ready and waiting 
for the next hit to strike. I had gotten pretty 
good at keeping my arm steady but when I 
head a whimper from behind me I let down 
my guard and turned my head. As I did an 
unintentional fist came crashing down on my 
lip. I could feel my mouth growing warm 
with blood, but I had other things to worry 
about. 

Kerry sat there behind me, doubled 
over in pain. I grabbed her arm and pulled her 
up. I forced my way through the crowd and 
to the door where a guy in a Violent Society 
t-shirt asked me if she was going to be ok. I 
just nodded and said that she would be fine 
as soon as we got outside. With her draped 
over my shoulder I struggled to get passed the 
ratty orange couch and through the door that 
looked like at one point in time had been the 
envy of the neighbors but now lay in ruins. 

I took her half way down the block 
and looked away respectfully as she intro- 
duced the entire content of her stomach to 
the sidewalk. When she was empty I handed 
her a brown paper bag from the ground and 
patted her back. She wiped the nastiness from 
her mouth and look at me dejectedly. 

“What?” I asked. 

“You won’t tell any one, will you?” 
she was begging and I didn’t quite understand 
why. 

“What? Why?” 

“Tts just,’ she looked back at the 
mark she had left on the ground, “I don’t want 
anyone to know I’m a light weight.” I just 
smiled and laughed. She laughed a little to 
and we linked arms and headed back into the 
show. 


- By Lillian Pontius-Goldblatt 
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bouncingsouls.com 

This website is a must visit for any Bouncing Souls fan. If you are 
a fan, most likely you’ve been there before. The site has a lot of 
pictures, tabs, lyrics, and merchandise. They also have a pretty 
active message board, which links you to truepunk.com. Truepunk 
is a good message board site with many bands and topics listed, 
but some are more active than others so don’t be surprised if you 
don’t get replies all that quick. -Milkman 


askmen.com 

This is a great site where you’ll find endless content and entertain- 
ment for hours. This is first and foremost a men’s e-zine dealing 
with issues like dating, grooming, fashion and most importantly, 
women. However, you'll find much more on the message board, 
where it contains a wealth of knowledge from how to invest your 
well-earned money to how your girlfriend likes to be “eaten.” 
There are links to all kinds of sites with cool shit like contortionists 
and humor and education. I like this site so much it’s my homep- 
age, so if you’re bored check it out. -Milkman 





angry at her husband, 
“Last Wednesday, Steve 





citysearch.com 

This is a great resource if you are trying to find information on a 
city you plan to visit. Most major cities are listed, and each has 
various reviews of restaurants, clubs, and almost anything public 
oriented. It also allows for user reviews to be posted, so you can 
find out what other visitors thought about a certain place you plan 
to go. -Milkman 


www.ferryhalim.com/orisinal/ 

The self-designed website by Ferry Halim offers insight to a 
unique artist with interactive web design. Evidently influenced by 
various forms of anime, the site delicately fuses artistic taste with 
imagination. A portfolio delighted with fantasy Flash projects, the 
viewer actively participates in a series of simple games. Included 
are quaint graphics and practical instruction, one cannot feel any- 
thing other than a participant in a fable-like demonstration. Easily 
accessible, the site offers an element of entertainment for all. -aag 
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reviews 


Suburban Home Spring 2002 

came with a free CD, which is an interesting format to try and sell 
records. The zine is basically a bunch of interviews that are immediately 
followed by a catalog where you can buy all the records from the bands 
you just read about. The interviews were good, and well done. I thought 
it was cool that they had label interviews as well. I think I'll keep the 
CD, read the Counterfit part one more time, and then recycle this. (Edi- 
tors Note: I was especially excited to see how Virgil interview himself) 
-Derek 


-Derek 


Alarm Press #12 

Finally, Alarm Press has showed up in my mailbox. At first glance I’m 
ticked off. I’m not a big fan of mixing color/glossy inside pages with 
B&W paper, I just don’t see the point. (Except that the art work does look 
good in color) Alarm Press offers you a good mixture of music coverage. I 
was highly impressed with their coverage of Hip Hop including Jurassic 5 
and the x-ecutioners, good stuff! The design is top notch and quite profes- 


sional. Interviews featured this issue with Bluetip, Milemarker, American 
Steele, BRMC, and Saves the Day. There are also a bunch of art/socially 
conscious issues that Alarm delves into, which I think is a must for any 
successful publication to spice it up a bit. Topics here included “The 
Disappearance of Che Guervara”, “The Underground Film Revolution”, 
among others. All in all, Alarm Press comes off professional, informa- 
tive, not preachy, and not over the readers head. Definitely a rag that | am 
going to keep in my collection and look for in my mailbox again! PS: The 
preliminary web-site looks amazing. You guys should update it. ($3ppd, 
P.O.B. 200069, Boston MA 02120) -Justin 


Hanging Like A Hex #16 

Hex, to me, is precisely what a zine should be like. In fact, it’s what all 
press should be like for that matter; it’s not self-righteous, and the writ- 
ing is aimed directly to the intended audience. It’s a pretty decent blend 
of personal stories, interviews - ranging from filmmakers to bands, and 
articles covering various topics. Fresh off the press with a hardback, book- 
like cover and spine, Hex dishes out what seems to be the best issue to 
date. The wise and lengthy feature on “Zines Today” really grabbed my 
attention. Also, an article called “Why aren’t you Stealing?” caught my 
attention, which teaches the reader ways to be successful in stealing from 
corporate establishments like Wal-Mart, Banana Republic and Barnes and 
Noble. It’s a damm funny and well-researched article. Interviews this time 
around include Rival Schools, Burnt by the Sun, Rocket from The Crypt, 
Les Savy Fav, and more. The piece I appreciated most and also the most 
notable by far was the interview with Chuck D. Although I don’t person- 
ally know Ryan (or Chuck), the picture of the two of them was touching. 
Don’t think twice about it order yours today! ($3 - 201 Maple Ln., N. 
Syracuse, NY 13212) -Justin 
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Used video games are now more accessible to play and purchase than 
ever before! With computer emulation and cheap price tags on used games, 
there’s no reason why anyone should pass up the opportunity of revisiting 
the classics, while also enjoying the current video game world. In my monthly 
column, | plan to review games everywhere from the 4-bit Atari2600, up 
to today’s DVD based games. Elite games are those that you just can't 
live without and gamer’s collection wouldn’t be complete with them. 


Mike Tyson’s Punch-Out!! (Nintendo Enter- 
tainment System) Elite 10/10 

The next time you’re at a shady party, whip 
out this game and suddenly everyone will 
become your friend. To this day, Mike Tyson 
is still damn hard to defeat. This version fea- 
tured a cast of slightly mellowed out charac- 
ters compared to the arcade. Instead of “Vodka 
Drunkinski,” it had “Soda Popinkski,’ and 
“Great Tiger” not nearly as tough in the NES 
version. In any case, Tyson ended up in jail 
and this game was changed to “Punchout” featuring a lame “Mr. 
Dream” instead of Mike Tyson. Go figure. 





fa Star Wars Rogue Squadron (Nintendo 
my Game Cube) 9.5/10 

~~ WANs This game should please fans of every type 

of gaming audience. This is probably the first 





gee tight into all of the action in this first person 
= shooter, which, I should point out, is just beg- 
ging to be played on a high-definition TV with the special Game 
Cube hook up. The game is fast with many fighter ships to play 
with, along with sounds taken directly from the movie trilogy. In 
case you’re a Star Wars nerd like me, you may want to know that 
the story line of takes place between Episode IV & V [for the not- 
so-geeky, that’s between Star Wars and Empire Strikes Back]. If 
you ever played Rogue Squadron (N64) or any of the games of 
the Star Fox series, then you’ll be able to pick up on this game 
instantly. 


Super Mario Bros. 3 (Nintendo Entertainment System) Elite 
10/10: This game has absolutely fantastic game design with a 
large variety of levels, power-ups and options. This was the best- 
selling NES game of all-time, having sold roughly nine million 
copies, and was further promoted in The Wizard, starring Fred 
Savage, and you just can’t beat that! 


Reviews By Scott Gardner 


EarthBound (Super Nintendo) 8/10: This was probably the most 
underrated SNES game of all time, especially due to the fact that it 
was once obtainable for only $10 brand new! The main character 
here was Ness, who also appeared in Super Smash Bros. and Super 
Smash Bros. Melee - so now you know where he came from. First 
things first, I hate RPGs, due to the fact that they usually take place 
in some sort of crappy mystical time period and the element of 
fighting isn’t usually too exciting. However, this game definitely 
amazed me with a good sense of humor, simple yet effective graph- 
ics, and the fact that it’s an RPG that takes place in more modern 
times. With such unique ways of fighting off enemies like design- 
ing and shooting bottle rockets, and fighting bosses with rock 
candy, this game is definitely worth checking out. If you like RPGs 
but are not too into the archaic story lines, check this game out. 


Tecmo Bowl (Nintendo Entertainment System) Elite 10/10: This 
game wasn’t trying to be realistic - it was providing pure football 
fun. With only 13 teams to choose from, this game wasn’t ready 
for the popularity it would eventually receive. Cinematic scenes 
after each touchdown and during halftime amazed us as kids back 
in the day. But one thing will always remain true for this game, 
if you stick with Bo Jackson and the Raiders, you’re pretty much 
guaranteed a victory. 


Conker’s Quest: Bad Fur Day (Nintendo 64) The next time 
you’re in Best Buy, make sure that you purchase this game at a 
nifty $19.99. Rare and Nintendo bring you the only official Nin- 
tendo product for “adults 17 and older.” This game has shock value 
to the nth degree with opera-singing feces monsters, sex, endless 
cussing, vomiting, and lots of beer! Highlights in this game include 
doing a keg-stand and urinating on people, as well as lots of other 
grotesque bodily functions. It’s hard to believe that the Disney 
World of the gaming industry, Nintendo, has finally made a game 
as interesting as this. The only downside is the poor and unrespon- 
sive play control. However, the game was truly meant for its cin- 
ematic scenes, much like how the game Mousetrap was played for 
the mousetrap rather than the actual board game. r the mousetrap 
rather than the actual board game. 
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Hated: GG Allin and the Murder 
Junkies - DVD 

This is an award-winning student 
film documentary on the craziest 
punker/human ever, GG Allin. This 
DVD includes a myriad of self-muti- 
lation, defecation, riots, and blood. 
Highlights include a GG spoken 
word in New York University, and 
a guest appearance on the Geraldo 
Rivera show. STF films also included 
actual footage from GG’s last day 
alive, where he played a show in a 
NYC gas station that ended up in a 
riot (of course). GG is then caught on tape walking the streets of 
New York City with his body completely drenched in blood and 
dirt, while being chased by the cops. Unlike most “shock rockers,” 
GG was real, even though his promise to his fans of a suicide at a 
Halloween show fell short of a drug overdose. This film is not for 
the squeamish and is an excellent find, for its images will stay with 
you for a long time after watching it. Lots of unbelievable footage 
means lots of replay value. (MVD - PO Box 280 - Oaks, PA 19456 
- www.musicvideodistributors.com) -Scott G. 


Dead Kennedys: The Early Years Live - DVD 
This 30 minute DVD was a big waste of my precious time that had 
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no entertainment value what so ever. I’ll admit it does have some 
dissent music on it, which would be why you should go out and 
buy a Dead Kennedys CD instead of this film. The live footage that 
was shown was of Jello, Jello, Jello, and maybe 10 seconds of His- 
tory Channel war films. The only interesting aspect of this DVD 
is that there’s a sing-along section on it, where you watch a ball 
bounce around the lyrics on the bottom of the screen. (MVD - PO 
Box 280 - Oaks, PA 19456 - www.musicvideodistributors.com) 


-Scott G. 


Death to Smoochie - Theatre 

In spite of reviews, I saw this movie the night it opened, it was me 
and about 6 other cynics (that’s, including the person I brought) 
it was a sad sight. This darker than dark comedy starring Edward 
Norton, Robin Williams and Danny DeVito seems only to be 
admired by the sarcastic extremists. Death to Smoochy is a look 
into the ruthless world of children’s television. Sheldon Mopes, 
played by Norton is a granola eating tree hugging guitar player 
who gets thrown into a big shot role (a striking resemblance to 
a purple Dino that we all remember) replacing the corrupt Rain- 
bow “Fucking” Randolph, played by Williams who took a bribe 
that ruined his career. The rest of the movie plays out like some 
kind of screwed up Comedy Thriller. Granted, it was unnecessar- 
ily long; I think it was worth it, but definitely one to stay in with. 


-Erica Spatz 
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The jaw-dropping first release from Boston's 
newest kings of extreme music. Spanning all 
facets of death metal, hardcore and grind, 
The Red Chord play a radically unique form 
of heavy music. Masterful experimentation is 
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all out pummeling breakdowns. Plenty of 

fretboard picking, double bass, blasts and 
sick drum fills to please all the metal 
heads, along with some of the most brutal 
mosh parts ever captured on magnetic tape, 
destined to ignite the pit dwellers into a 
frenzy. The production on this is beyond 
top notch, making this the debut to end all 
debuts. Don't miss out on easily one of the 
best new bands in years. 
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New album in stores now! .@ &J, 
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A Life Once Lost The Fourth Plague: Flies EP 
Philadelphia’s ALOL offer up a unique brand of technical metal fused with elements of hardcore, 
grindcore and melodic tendencies. On this 5-song, 12-minute EP, ALOL’s second release puts a 
new spin on the over-saturated realm of heavy music, with influences of early Scandinavian death 
2 : metal and plenty of math-metal dissonance. The opening track, “Chileab,” will slaughter your senses 
their top picks each | ang prove the band can play metal with technical prowess. The highlight of this short disc is the 
month. There is so | European-metal inspired guitar riffs and grind style double-bass blast beats that will not disappoint 
much good music out ; fans of At the Gates, In Flames or Darkest Hour. The middle tracks, “Our Second Home,” “The 
there but who has the | Dead Sea” and “Prepare Yourself For What is About to Come,” for the most part, don’t stray from 
time to find it? The | the characteristics of the opening song, but this should not be mistaken for ALOL having a one- 
reviews found in Da Bin | 4imensional sound. The last song, “The Tide,” shows the bands ability to mix things up by blending 
will _he-of olie CDs to acoustic guitar with cleaner, slower guitar playing that is far less brutal than the other material on 
: the EP. Aaron Turner of Hydra Head designed the layout, which means the music is accompanied 
ge encourage others t0 sive | by some well-known eye candy. Look for further progression from A Life Once Lost on their next 
them a listen in hopes of expanding everyone’s lis- | release on Deathwish Inc. With this release, the Robotic Empire continues to be one of, if not the 
tening horizons. I’ll be heading this up, so anyone | best, up and coming record labels. (RoboticEmpire.com) -Bill 
interested in submitting reviews for Da Bin should 
send them to michael.d.ng@morganstanley.com. | As! Lay Dying Beneath the Encasing of Ashes 
If you plan to review an album, please include a | AS! Lay Dying exhibit all the traits of a boring, predictable and completely unnecessary metal-core 
little background into the band and some contact band to add to the ever growing list. Stagnant riffs, circa 1990 percussion, and the ever popular, 
info. Enjoy! -Milkman “if we slow down this section it will sound so metal,” breakdowns. The only slightly saving grace 
; ; (oops...1 shouldn't use that word since the band is obviously Christian), are the vocals. Tim Lambe- 
; sis has a sinister growl that would be a fantastic addition to a group of good grind or sludge musi- 
The Defects Defective Breakdown : cians. My favorite part of the release has to be the song titles, which look as if they have been lifted 
The Defects almost complete collection. | would have | straight out of a gothic novel or perhaps the Bible. For example, the title of track 4, “A Breath in the 
to say that these guys got me more into UK ‘82-style | Eyes of Eternity,” need | actually go on? If you want some technical metal with melodic parts tossed 
punk. These guys started playing back in 1978 before | in, | highly recommend spending your money and time on bands like Every Time | Die or Eyes Upon 
a lot of the ‘82 explosion. My favorite track on this | Separation. (PlutoRecords.com) -Bill 
CD is “Survival” which was originally released as 
a single. They also do a great cover of the Elvis | Avenged Sevenfold Sounding the Seventh Trumpet 
hit “Suspicious Minds,” which actually sounds a lot | No packaging arrived with this, so | don’t even know song titles, but the first track scared me (in 
better then Elvis could have ever done it. This CD ; @ bad way), alerting me to the sounds of mid-eighties pop metal. Thankfully, the next tune is a 
is on Captain Oi and I would recommend you pick- | stompin’ nasty number with raspy black/death vocals, until a handsome male voice hails its mes- 
ing up this CD as soon as you can. You will not | $49@- Then it returns to the rasp for a bit, before finishing off witn the non-rasp. It's a good example 
be let down. Defective Breakdown can be found at: of mixing the two genres. The third track begins with hardcore rants, interspersed with gorgeous 
(Captian Oi choir-like refrains and a drum solo (a damn good drum solo) in the middle. This is some rocking stuff 
and should be heard by anyone into any type of metal, hardcore, or punk rock mixtures--once you 
get past that first track, that is. (Hopeless) -Renrag 


Welcome to Da Bin. 
Our newest section 
where our writers 
will be reviewing 


Records) -Mark Liberty 


The Blasters The Blasters Blood for Blood Outlaw Anthems 


What a killer roots rock record this is. They were and | Very intelligent anti-(wo)man hardcore from these Boston veterans. | never thought the day would 
still are my bride’s abfabfave band. “I’m Shakin’” is | come when someone would write these poetic lines, “Fuck you. Fuck you. Fuck you and fuck society 
still on my top ten list of favorite dance tunes for all | too. If you don't like it you can suck my dick.” WOW guys. Well put. | know if | ever want to get my 
time. They played with X a lot and other punk bands | point across, | would Say it just like that. There is another song that starts out with “...fuckin’ your 
as well, but never strayed from their roots. Dave Alvin | pussy was like fuckin’ the wound from a shotgun blast.” Cool. So pretty much all the songs are about 
has put out several records since the band broke up, | how they grew up in the streets and how they hate everybody. Some of the lines are actually ok, but 
with his guitar playing still blowing away most in this | when you say things like, “Let me let you in on a secret, fellas. If she sucks great cock, she’s a pro. 
group’s genre. His brother Phil, who was lead singer | And if she spreads on the first date, she’s a hoe,” I'm just going to have to pass on this masterpiece. 
and did some guitar, was distinctive, passionate, and | (Victory Records) -VeganVadim 

sweaty asa really sweaty person. They reached far and 


wide for their influences, but never strayed from the Biohazard Uncivilization : 
oath that is their anthem, “American Music,” a song If there was ever a band that has been able to merge all styles of aggressive music, it 


ee . : has been Biohazard. This is a tradition they carry on with their latest work, “Uncivilization.” 
Deore eae Re arenes suai l The new CD blends typical fast heavy thundering guitar riffs, heavy metal style drum beats, 
to-thediites Brotbct or soqadshane You can’t bay this with hardcore style vocals, and lyrics that are as politically charged as any punk band could 
: Z write. Biohazard is a band that has done it all, and continues to improve and set new 
record anymore, but Collection on Slash features the standards, denying themselves the ability to be characterized in any one style. All star guest 
first seven songs in order, followed by thirteen later | appearances from members of Agnostic Front, Slipknot, Pantera, Cypress Hill (and more), 
choice cuts from later releases. Another option for | only help to add to what may be the best Biohazard CD yet. (Sanctuary Records) -Jake 
filling your need is available at: www.hightone.com 


with their expanded version of the earlier release from Burnt by the Sun Soundtrack to the Personal Revolution 

1980 on indy label Rollin’ Rock. Nineteen killer cuts | This band features Mike Olender from one of my favorite hardcore bands, Endeavor, and some 
of rockabilly and country stuff. If this doesn’t move | members of bands like Human Remains and Discordance Axis. If you live around the New Jersey 
ya, yer dead. (1981 Slash) -Renrag area, you've probably heard of this band, since they have played every show in Jersey for a while. 
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(Burnt by the Sun Cont.) This music isn't really my thing, but kids who are more into metal will defi- 
nitely dig this. Some parts remind me of Coalesce. The guitars are heavy as hell, and the drumming 
on this record is awesome. Mike sounds nothing like he did in Endeavor. His vocals are a lot deeper 
and harder to understand, but the lyrics are still his style. A lot of them deal with political issues, but 
are written in a general sense, so as not to be too specific. Some of the song titles are pretty funny 
too, such as “Shooter McGavin” and “Boston Tea-Bag Party.” (Relapse Records) -Vadim 


Cannibal Corpse Gore Obsessed 

Where to begin? CC is back with another record pretty much like their previous ones. At least | 
suspect so, since | never actually heard the prior one, or any of them for that matter, and cannot 
give an historic synopsis of their career thus far. | can, however, tell you that | dutifully listened to it in 
its entirety twice, and conclude that most of this genre sounds the same, because of the vocal style 
inherent in this narrow slice of metal. Now if they had a singer for most of the lyrics, | might have a 
more favorable feeling about this. At least it's not rap. The band plays their appendages off, displaying 
a talent for mixing tempos and various guitar sounds and flourishes (some would call them “solos”) 
with brutal drum-pummeling (hey--new word: drummeling!). What I’m saying is, if you can ignore the 
vox, this is pretty hot stuff. (meta/blade.com) -Renrag 


Dead Serious/Diehard Youth Split CD 

A split between these two bands could not have been a better idea. That's because I’m not sure that 
either band could pull off an interesting full-length by themselves. But, that doesn’t mean that | didn't 
love this CD, because | did. It took me back to NYC hardcore matinees back in the day. Dead Seri- 
ous has that tough guy sound that would have fit in well with bands on the first NYC hardcore comp, 
like early Sick of it All or Youth Defense League. Overall, this band is pretty tight and fairly good at 
what they do. On the flipside, Diehard Youth are a real treat for anyone who loved the band Insted. 
A true straight edge revival in that So Cal style. Andy Diehard sounds so much like Kev Insted that | 
wouldn't be surprised if they were related. Every song brings a smile to my face. Each one has the 
trademark drums, screamy vocals, and shout-along choruses that are the trademarks of every great 


straight edge band from 1988-1992. While these bands may be releasing this in 2002, they both | 


bring a style long forgotten and missed. Emo kids beware. this might make you tough again. (Thorp 
Records) -greg 


Duncan Wilder Johnson Destruc-a-thon 

Duncan's spoken word is some of the funniest stuff | have ever heard. He tells stories of going to rock 
concerts and rocking out to Sabbath in you apartment. Best of all, EVERYTHING is about metal. 
Unfortunately, the spoken word is only about half the disc. The rest is taken up but Mr. Johnson's 
attempt at a metal band. The music is really bad. Thankfully, the rest is good enough to look past the 
music. Everyone should buy this disc and play it for their friends. Then you can all walk around talking 
about it and everyone can look at your weird because they just haven’t experienced the “rock talk.” 
(Wonderdrug) -Zach 


For All It’s Worth A Heart Fades Forever 
Canada based For All It's Worth deliver an inconsistent sound that at most conveys a catchy melody 
that carries one through to the next song. Fusing “screamo” lyrics with simple riffs creates an energy 


and diversity above that of a novice, yet falls short many times of delivering anything outstanding. The | 


beginning track “Negativity” explores grim droning vocals that reminisce early stages of hardcore, yet 
preceding tracks like “Questions” infringe on a more“pop” upbeat. Contrasting the weak breakdowns 
of the opening track “By the Seldom Morals” offers their strongest attempt of a much more aggressive 
direction that merits the band some credence. Still another exploration takes the foursome into more 
metal territory on “Beyond My Grasp” further jumbling the listener's ears. Also, | should give a special 
note to the graphically stirring artwork and overall production. (Asbestos Records) -aag 


Ministry Greatest Fits 

Hoo ha! The new tune “What About Us?” featured on the soundtrack to and in the film of A.I. (the 
result of a collaboration between the late Stanley Kubrick and Steven Spielberg), is a welcome 
blast of bile that makes me feel ooky all over, like I've been slimed. The movie, however, was interest- 
ing, slow moving, visually stunning and gives opportunity to play the “which guy came up with this 
scene?” game. The cover of Black Sabbath’s “Supernaut” is welcome, but | prefer the version by their 
alter ego 1000 Homo Dy’s, which shows a slightly meaner edge. If you can’t find that, this version will 
do handily. My faves include “Stigmata,” “Thieves,” “Jesus Built my Hotrod,” “Supermanic Soul,” “Bad 
Blood,” and a cover of Bob Dylan's “Lay Lady Lay,” which converts a pretty song of love and anticipa- 
tion into a command to be still or suffer the consequences during either a B&D/ S&M session, or a 
kidnapping, if the woman doesn’t remain still. It would make a cool video. This is a good introduction 
to the band if you're not familiar to them. | dig it. (Warner Brothers) -Renrag 











Anthrax Among the Living 
Next to Metallica’s Master of Puppets, this gem is 
the absolute defining thrash record. | still get chills 
everytime I hear the opening twangs of the title track, 
17 years down the line. This puppy is still the heavi- 
est thing to grace my speakers. None of today’s so- 
called metal bands can even hold a candle to this 
slab of perfection. “I Am the Law” (proof that more 
metal bands should write songs about comic book 
characters--Judge Dredd in this case) and “Caught In 
a Mosh” (the title says it all) are the hardest songs 
ever. This is another record that spits out pit-inducing 
breakdowns that modern day new-school hardcore 
bands drool over, wishing they had the balls to write 
such brutality. Just the right dash of melody (“NFL” 
anyone?) and socially aware lyrics (see “Indians” an 
ode to lead singer Joey Belladonna’s heritage, who 
is arguably the best metal singer ever). This album 
is perfect, and coming from my old jaded critical 
ass, that’s saying A LOT. For those of you out there 
today who have a knack for heavy music and don’t 
own this, you best recognize! Put this magazine down 
right now, go to the nearest record store and buy this. 
You may now continue reading. Thank you. (/sland 
Records, 1985) -Chris X 


Guns N’ Roses Use Your Illusion I 

Ok, so some might argue that this is when GNR 
started to go downhill, but they can go fuck them- 
selves. This is by far my favorite work from them, 
and it has been in my top five favorite CDs of all time 
for almost ten years now. Seriously, there is so much 
to this record. My favorites have always included; 
“Perfect Crime,” “Dead Horse,” and the ten-minute 
classic, “Coma.” If you’re only a hit GNR fan, it has 
“Don’t Cry,” “November Rain,’ and “Live and Let 
Die.” Let it also be known that if you are only aGNR 
fan for the hits, you are a fucking dipshit. Get this CD 
and listen to it in whole. That is all. (Geffen Records) 
-VeganVadim 


Suicidal Tendencies Suicidal Tendencies 

ST’s greatest album ever turned out to be one of the 
most important albums in the birth of hardcore music. 
Interesting whiny vocals, which seemed less corny 
ten years ago than they do today, were combined 
with incredibly fast pounding drums and gnarly guitar 
solos that left you ready to go out and thrash your 
Valterra skateboard at your local supermarket. Every 
single song on this record pounds out a burst of speed 
and teen angst that is still unparalleled by hardcore 
bands of today. Songs about shootin’ Reagan and 
wanting a Pepsi seem so bland by today’s standards, 
but crazy guitar riffs and high speed drumming still 
get you going and ready to kill. (label?, 1983) -Scott 
Gardner 
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Ozzy Osbourne Down to Earth 
Opening with “Gets Me Through,” a seriously heavy rocking number with references to his previous 
band and his crazy life, the Ozzman proceeds to set the record straight about himself as a regular 


: “4 rock star weekend warrior kind of guy. This is worth the purchase price alone! But wait, there's more! 


The Smiths Hateful of Hollow 

Today, during these years that emo broke, I’ve noticed 
many emo/indy kids refer to the Smiths and Pixies 
over and over as if they are onto something that is 
either underground or something new, which bothers 
me. I can’t stand it when people are like, “Hey! Have 
you ever heard of the Smiths?” and don’t realize how 
popular they used to be back in the day. Despite all of 
this, if you are new to the Smiths, don’t waste your 
time or money on any of their greatest hits’ oat 
The main ingredient to finding out what the band was! 
all about is right here on Hateful of Hollow. Songs like 
“Handsome Devil,” “How Soon is Now,” and “What 
Difference Does it Make,” will always define the time | 
period when John Hughes’ movies reined in the the-| 
atres and everyone listened to Madness. (/abel?, 1986) | 
-Scott Gardner 





The Stalin Stop Jap LP 

Alright. Anyone who knows me knows that I love 
Japanese punk/hardcore, and for what it’s worth, it 
doesn’t get any more crazed than The Stalin! The band 
was founded by Michiro Endo, a 32-year-old social- 
ist activist, Vietnam veteran, and street singer who had 
spent time in the West. He chose the name because 
“the name Stalin is very hated by most people in Japan, 
so it is very good for our image.” Because he was a 
socialist, he also explained the name as meaning “the 
downside of every good idea.” Stalin put out several 
singles and one LP before hitting their stride with the 
release of the Stop Jap LP in 1982. This is regarded 
by many to be the band’s best work and also one of | 
the most over the top Japanese albums ever! Their 
live shows were complete mayhem due to the fact that 
Michiro wasn’t satisfied with the crowd reactions to 
the band so he would throw fish heads at, spit on, 
and in some cases, beat up members of the audience! 
A Maximum Rock N Roll scene report from that era 
describes the end of a Stalin set being fish heads and | 
human shit, enough said. Unfortunately Stalin LPs are 
somewhat hard to come by in America and I should | 
also tell you there are tons of horrible bootlegs float- 
ing around. The first song on the LP translates into 
“Romanticist” and is one of the greatest songs ever | 
put on wax and is worth the price of the album alone. 
If you can’t find the original, at least do yourself the | 
favor of picking up the newest 9 Shocks Terror LP, Pay 
Ohmage, where they cover “Romanticist” for all of the 
western world to hear! (Climax Records) -MattThras| 








| “Facing Hell,” the second tune, continues the sonic barrage. The third song, “Dreamer,” is a Beatles 
| rip, but so what? It’s still a cool tune. “Black Illusion” is a stompin’ number that loosens my bowels 
i whenever | hear it. This is the sort of record that takes you on a journey without necessarily being a 
i concept album, meaning there’s fast and slow, loud and soft, but by the end you feel refreshed and 
| empowered. Very good. (Sony) -Renrag 


| Pig Destroyer/Benumb Split 3” EP 
| This is an amazing release. Damn it, where the hell does Andy (Robotic Empire) come up with this 


stuff?! Let's talk about the packaging first, so that all of the record collectors out there can drop this 
zine and head to their favorite indie store. Virginia's grindcore monsters, Pig Destroyer, team up with 
the Southern California brutal five piece, Benumb, to deliver three inches of the worst killing spree 
metal has ever seen. This three inch cd actually comes in a three-inch CD case, sort of similar to a 
mini-disc, with a reduced full color booklet including band photos and liner notes. Overall, consider- 
ing its size, the package is designed incredibly well. On to the music. The CD contains ten previ- 
ously unreleased tracks, including three new tracks from Benumb and seven older tracks from Pig 
Destroyer that were recorded prior to their latest full-length. Pig Destroyer deliver grindcore that is 
full of intelligent, ugly lyrical concepts with an absolutely treacherous cacophony of homicidal guitar 
work, pummeling percussion and all of it is done without the accompaniment of a bass. My favorite 
aspect of Pig Destroyer is their ability to switch from the insanity of their grind parts to a slower, dron- 
ing sludge part in the snap of a neck. Pig Destroyer tracks include a cover of the Dwarves’ “Fuck You 
Up and Get High.” Benumb are not quite as complicated as Pig Destroyer but they are nonetheless 
brutal. In classic Benumb style, the guitar work is fast, violent, and raw while the drummer 
victimizes the blood out of his drums. The vocals escape the normal sound of metal bands 
with a menacing scream that sounds as if the vocalist is singing with a throat full of razor 
blades. The CD is mixed purposely rough, and it sounds almost as if everything is equal, 
creating a dense level of intensity. Only seven minutes and ten seconds are needed to 
make this release mandatory listening for any fan of heavy music. (RoboticEmpire.com) -Bill 


Poison the Well Tear from the Red 

So I've watched this band grow from when they were playing to 40 kids at 331 Summerset to where 
they are today (on tour with Hatebreed playing to 1000 kids a night), and let me just say they deserve 
everything they are getting right now. I'm sure if you’ve been around for any time in the last few 
years, you've heard of Poison the Well. Tear from the Red is the big follow-up to 1999’s Opposite of 
December, which is becoming one of the most important hardcore records of the 90s. First, | guess 
I'll go ahead and say it, yes the sound did change a little bit. But people have to understand that 
bands progress and constantly try to make the best out of their musical abilities and what they love 
to play. This CD is a lot slower and darker than Opposite of December, but that's not to say it's worse. 
| think the song writing and structure on these tracks are even to some extent better than the old 
songs. There are less sing alongs, and more concentration on melody, and dare | say it... more sing- 
ing. Who the fuck cares if it’s not tough or whatever else dumb-ass hardcore kids will say. | think 
it's awesome. There is even an acoustic song which | think is one of the best songs on the CD. Jeff 
definitely shows an improvement in his vocals by being more diverse. Some say this sounds like the 
Deftones, and | do think the influence shows, but it definitely has its own sound. My personal favorite 
on this album is track 7, “Sticks and Stones Never Made Sense.” Don't believe the hype. Fuck what 
everybody says. Listen to this CD and form your own opinion. This CD rocks. And the layout is fuck- 
ing awesome too. (Trustkill Records) -Vadim 


Remembering Never Suffocates My Words to You One Day 

I've seen these guys six times now, and | never thought they were anything special live. However, 
on this seven song CD, some things stand out that | didn’t get live. Even though I’m not really 
into much metalcore anymore, this has some really good parts in it. There is a good amount of 
singing/screaming, and a lot of melody, which | like. Some of the parts however are very reminiscent 
of Poison the Well. | know this band went through a lot of line-up changes, but | think once they find 
a solid line-up, they will be able to create some pretty good music. Mean Pete from Until the End is 
also in this band. He's not really too mean though. Around 1:15 into track 5 there's a part that sounds 
like an Alanis Morrisette pattern. It's pretty funny. Sounds like that part that’s like, “Does she know 
how you told me you'd hold me until you die.” Good stuff. (Savior Recordings) -VeganVadim 
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Armchair Martian Who Wants to Play Bass 
If you are a fan of Drag the River, then you will obviously be a fan of the new Armchair Martian 
record, seeming Jon Snodgrass provides his rustic vocal styling for both bands. This record is pretty 
laid back, with about half of the songs being acoustic and country music being an obvious factor 
in the style. The last track is thirty minutes long though, leaving me turning off my cd player out of 
boredom from the repetitiveness. Amazing vocals make this new album stand out but other than 
that, I’m not feelin’ it. (My Records) -Lara 





Check Engine Check Engine 

When | was first going to write this review, my first sentence was going to be, “Who are these guys 
trying to be, Sweep the Leg Johnny?” But my good friend Justin Wonka filled me in that members 
of this band are in fact, members of Sweep (side note: bio sheets would help reduce this problem, 
hint hint...). So like | said, this band sounds a lot like Sweep, only with less off-time paris. Basically, 
it sounds like a jazz band that plays swing numbers sometimes. The saxophone sounds really awe- 
some with the overall mix. This is a good record, but | think you really have to be in the right mood 
to listen to it. If you like something different, these guys are definitely not generic. Ps. - If you haven't 
heard Sweep, | suggest you listen to them. (Southern Records) -VeganVadim 


Danielle Howle and the Tantrums Skorborealis 


This is a pleasant (and welcome) surprise; it's a college/indy rock record that’s got some balls. Ironic, ; 


as the singer is a quite capable female (duh). They shift between folk rock, country rock, and rock 
and roll. “Swamp Song’ is actually fairly hard rocking, and “Soft White China Patterns” has a heavi- 
ness to its gloomy blooz. “Camaro Power’ rocks hard like a good car song should, while “Hello Kittyz” 
has a rowdy, careless, good time feel. “Down” is next to last out of sixteen tunes, and it’s probably 
the rockinist rocker in the bunch. But what you get from this record is an equal mix of musical styles 
that doesn't drift into electronica, hip-hop, or dance. At times it's lovely, and certainly a record that 
a fresh couple could listen to while still feeling out their relationship. The more | hear it, the better it 
sounds. (daemonrecords.com) -Renrag 


The Encaustics Phychographic Diaries and Field Studies 

As the literal translation of the word suggests, the band eagerly creates and discovers an art all 
it's own. Journeying into an experiential arena, The Encaustics offer a variety of unrelated sounds 
that fall among the recently maintained Indie folk rock outfit. Risking all with a complete acoustic 
framework, The Encaustics lofty sound easily appeals to all senses through “Two Significant Lines” 
and “Letter to Lover.” More enlightening “Chance Meeting With A Journalist” and “Awkward Morn- 
ing After” provide the solo routine a more dynamic path to set forth on. Combined for more than a 
monochromatic sound scheme are simple vocal articulation and pure robust. This project serves as 
a candid outlet for the grim reality of everyday sentiments from hotel rooms and morning afters to 
nostalgic memories of heartache- without a trace of sappiness. With the rise of like counterparts 
Dashboard Confessional and Jonahs Onelinedrawing, The Encaustics may hold access to some 
notoriety. (Parisian Girl Records) -aag 


Erik Sanko Past Imperfect, Present Tense 

GAVE UP! Sacrilegious “Seven Songs” New Disorder Records, 2001 An unexpected twist, this rock 
ensemble catches ones attention with a swift detour into a more ferocious territory. A moody and 
solemn atmosphere seemingly holds a potential gem for the trio, yet the emergence of vocals instan- 
taneously shatters all potential gain. Pure raucous clamor, the screams form their own nightmarish 
story quickly leading songs “The Swollen Face | Wear” and “Into the Ground” precisely where the title 
suggests: the dirt. Tracks “Safe harbor” and “The Glut” demonstrate a more strenuous voice pattern 
that more adequately serves the “screamo” disposition of the album. For patrons of a dark journey 
into a harsh fantasy, this crisp collection can only peak during the long instrumental interlude of 
“Foundation” that figuratively progresses vocal-free. (Jet Set Records) -aag 


The Gloria Record Start Here Arena Rock 

This is hands down the best CD that Justin has ever sent me to review. | fell asleep listening to 
it every night for a week. How much did | like it? | actually went to the bands web site to find out 
more about them, and | never do that. This is apparently their third record, but the first with a stable 
line-up. They claim that U2 provided the underlying inspiration for this record, but don’t let that fool 
you. These boys from Texas have put together an incredible little CD full of moody but engaging rock 
that reminds me of early Radiohead albums. The vocals sound a bit like Jeremy E’s from Sunny Day 
Real Estate and this record is just as powerful as any of their recordings, which is saying a lot. Have 
| sold you on this one yet? | hope so, because if you don’t go and at least check this one out at your 
local music store, you will have missed out on a great record. (Arena Rock) -greg 














Cub Country High Uinta High 

This record completely caught me by surprise. | was 
anticipating some kind of post-rock all star concept 
album. Instead, Jeremy Chatelaine, best known as 
the bass player in Jets To Brazil, displays his musi- 
cal range as a singer/songwriter with a genuine alt- 
country album. High Uinta High features a cast of 
guests including Chatelaine’s Jets to Brazil band- 
mates, J Majesty, Nick Macri (Euphone), Theo Kogan 
(Lunachicks), John Herguth (The Love Scene), 
Scott Schoenbeck (Promise Ring) and Chris Traynor 
(Helmet, Orange 9MM). Cub Country showcases 
an honest affection for country-tinged rock blues 
in the vein of Wilco or Uncle Tupelo. The EP was 
recorded in Jeremy's apartment with help from his 
friends, adding sincerity to Cub Country's portrait 
of intense love and timid heartbreak. My personal 
favorite track is “Faithful Soldier” which is reminis- 
cent of a song that would have been sung on the 
prairie of the old west. If this release accomplishes 
anything, | hope it opens the window to a genre of 
music unfamiliar to a lot of close-minded people. 
(JadeTree.com) -Bill 


Engine Down Demure 

I've been looking forward to a new Engine Down 
record ever since | got To Bury Within the Sound 
which becaine one of my favorite CDs a few years 
ago...and the band did not disappoint this time 
around. | love this record. If you’re used to the old 
Engine Down sound a la their first CD, this is a little 
different than that. There is no screaming at all and 
not as many heavy parts. The music is beautiful 
and Keeley Davis’ voice is as confident sounding as 
ever. | think that in each consecutive release they 
put out, his vocals become more and more on the 
forefront of the recording, and on this record he’s 
right up front showing his wide range of singing. 
“Demure” has a good mix of upbeat and slower 
songs. As in past releases, some of the drum beats 
definitely make the songs, as they are original and 
keep things interesting. “Songbird” and “Second of 
February” are my two favorites off of this album. 
| can’t wait to see these guys live again. (Lovitt 
Records) -VeganVadim 


The Firebird Band The Drive 

Nice psychedelic indy rock with spots of chanting 
lyrics and big bottomed bass. Hints of the Doors, 
Sonic Youth, Pink Floyd, and Esquevil, among 
others, abound. “The Wish” sounds like a Cure 
remix. This EP shows promise, but they need to 
focus on their strengths, namely, rockin’. (Cargo) 
-Renrag 
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Greg MacPherson Band 

Good Times Coming Back Again 

| may have found it - that perfect, long awaited lazy 
Sunday Morning album. G-7 Welcoming Commit- 
tee in Canada has bridged that extraneous gap 
between political punk rock and singer-songwriter 
rock n’ roll, and done it with a punch in the face. Greg 
MacPherson, formerly of The Apartments, puts 
together something so inviting and soul shedding 
with this, his second release. Backed by both John 
and Jason of the Weakerthans, Greg MacPherson 
puts forth an album with the depth, and intensity to 
freeze everything around you, and make you think 
twice about your settings and surroundings. Imme- 
diate feelings of sitting on top a city rooftop, alone 
on a Tuesday at two o'clock in the morning crying, 
maybe into a cup of tea, maybe coffee, swell in my 
mind listening to the brutal honesty shed in Remote 
Control, track five. The up and down moodiness 
as well as social conscience of Greg MacPherson 
have often touted him as a young Springsteen, and 
these comparisons aren't far off the mark. This is 
one of the freshest albums to come out so far this 
year. Look for a feature in an upcoming issue! (G-7 
Welcomming Committee) -Justin 


Miracle of 86’ Kevin Kolankowski 

Intelligence and a well refined vocabulary are some- 
times a rare commodity in this ever so popular 
boom of cookie cutter singer-songwriter musicians 
abounding us from all angles. Miracle of 86’ is a 
band with a singer/songwriter, simplified type of 
vibe to it. Out of the 8-songs, two of them are 
covers: Bob Dylan’s “One Too Many Mornings” and 
Pavements “Range Life.” The other six tracks are 
very Sunny Day/Swearing at Motorists derived, but 
they completly do for me what needs to be done. 
The lyrics are quite confessional (no pun intended), 
and full of earnest truth while the music is dreamy 
and ultra-catchy. Speaking of confessional, | was 
listening to track two, “I think You Meant to Say No” 
on my way to my waiter job at the Sixers game (at 
an early 8 a.m. on a Sunday). | got all the way to 
work then turned around cause the song made me 
feel all warm and gooey inside when Kevin Devine 
sings, “You look ten years younger/when you sleep/ 
and wrap yourself around me”. | dunno, it just hap- 
pens that way sometimes. Hopefully by the time 
you read this | will still have a job. Thanks Miracle of 
86’. Thanks a lot. (Immigrant Sun) -Justin 
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| Halifax Pier Put Your Gloves On and Wave. 


This CD starts out with an instrumental that would fit nicely on any Dirty Three record. Anyone who 
has listened to a Dirty Three record knows what a compliment that was. Anyway, the rest of the songs 
are slow little folky numbers with understated Nick Drake-type vocals overtop, when they decide to 
sing. The instrumentation and arrangements are really quite good, as is this CD. Track 5, “Lightly 
Noise” is especially haunting. These Kentucky boys and girls have put together a very listener friendly 
record that could easily serve as the soundtrack to the mellower moments of your summer. The more 
| listen to it, the more | like it. By the way, the girl who plays the violin in the picture on the insert should 
really email me if she’s not married or something. Go buy this CD. You wont regret it. (Temporary 
Residence Ltd.) -greg 


Homage to Catalonia The Estimated Temperature of Heaven 

As | sat in my room listening to this CD, | was trying to think of anyone who might actually like it. | 
came up with friends and family members, and that's about it. Knowing two chords and being able to 
whine does not make for a good full-length CD. Add in the obnoxious political banter that is infused 
in every song and written throughout the liner notes, and this CD will go straight to the trash. Sorry 
buddy, but a poor male version of Tracy Chapman just isn’t what the world needs now. To quote the 
actual artist “| make no claim at being a musician.” My response to this is: why did you feel the need 
to waste my time? (Status Recordings) -greg 


The Impossible Shapes Laughter Fills Our Hollow Dome 

This is the Bloomington, Indiana outfits second full-length LP of “60's drenched song scapes that 
blend elements of slightly off-kilter pop and experimentation.” At least that’s what their web site pro- 
claims. | say it’s boring ass shit. The organ-heavy tracks, along with Chris Barth’s airy vocals, never 
really grabbed ahold of me and I’m into shit like that. The album is just way too easygoing and light, 
making it easy to forget about or ignore. A lot of the songs manage to sound the same, which is 
amazing, considering the five or six instruments each member of the band manages to play (one 
member is credited with “echoing ghost sounds” whatever the hell that means) on this 14 song disc. 
Blah. (Mr. Whiggs Recordings) -Trev 


Mighty Flashlight 

This is Mike Fellows’ (bass player from one of the best bands of all time, the Rites of Spring) new 
project. But don’t be fooled. This guy has certainly gone in a different direction from his punk rock 
roots. This CD sounds a lot like recent Silver Jews stuff or maybe even a bit like Smog at times. If 
you don’t know what either of these bands sounds like, shame on you, go do your homework. Basi- 
cally, it’s a bedroom four-track project that is driven by acoustic guitar and piano with some monotone 
vocals. | have heard many of these types of bands, but Fellows pulls it off with a certain level of 
competence that makes it work. If you like acoustic bedroom rock and the aforementioned bands, 
you'll probably get into this, so check it out. (Jade Tree) -greg 


The New Amsterdam's Para Toda Vida 

Wondering why the Get Up Kids haven't come out with any new material the last few years? So have 
|... The New Amsterdam’s might be the ones to blame. Luckily NA is bueno or else you would have 
a lot of mad emo kids crying themselves to sleep. Well, being that emo kids are wussies, this album 
will probably make them cry, but the tears will be out of joy. The lyrics are heartfelt and genuine. You 
wouldn't expect anything less from the Get Up Kids’ front man, Matt Pryor. (Vagrant Records) -Kevy 
Metal 


The Pasties Platonica 

Despite the over-production and radio friendly nature of this record It's hard to keep from liking it 
whilst driving down the highway through New York City. The Pasties display a jazzy style that comes 
off with a very radio friendly, mostly predicable, pop style similar to that of Ultimate Fakebook, with 
vocals that sometimes sound like Goldfinger had something to do with this. Some of this sounds like 
it has Top 40 written all over it, while other tracks leave you yearning for something not as Beverly 
Hills 90210 soundtrack sounding. | can’t make it through to the ending, so I’m just going to quit while 
I'm ahead. (SoapStar Records) -Justin 


Ping Quiet Games For Hot Weather 

slow and depressing indy rock stuff here. Sounds a bit like early Death Cab for Cutie stuff, especially 
the vocals. But, the music is not nearly as interesting. This cd might make a good afternoon nap 
soundtrack. Its slow and moody, just like a rainy spring day. these guys are talented, they jsut need a 
bit more focus to thier songs because they tend to get a bit drony. overall, no not a bad record. (Major 
Seven Records) -Greg 
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Raccoon Eats His Shoe 
This Philadelphia-based band cites a host of musical influences that are both expected and eclectic 


(the Beatles, Tom Waits, Neil Young, the Talking Heads, Nick Drake, The Soft Boys, Pavement, and | 
the Clash), which show up in their melodic yet experimental pop songs. This three-song sampler |} 
starts with the slow, rolling acoustic “Don’t Interrupt,” before moving onto the raucous and trippy | 
“Tables,” which features the surprisingly catchy chorus of “Go back to bed/breakfast is over/there’'s [ 


no school today/and nothing to return to/go back to bed/memories are stupid/nothing is wrong 
here/because nothing is moving.” The disturbingly intense “| Get Along” wraps up this interesting 


disc. Overall, this disc makes me want to hear more of what Raccoon has to offer. (Sonicstream | 


Records) -Trev 


The Reunion Show The Motion EP 

| think | really like this disc. | can’t quite decide. Some days, like right now, as | listen to it, | like it a 
whole lot. Other days it gets on my nerves. The reunion show plays a unique form of an overplayed 
style these days. They are very similar to bands like the Get Up Kids and the like, only they are a lot 
more like early pop rock. The keyboards are really subtle, but they are there just enough to sound 
out of place at times, but complimentary at others. | also really like the diversity that three vocalists 
creates. All in all, | think | like this disc most of the time. Anyone who is into keyboards and emo rock 
should like these guys. (Law of Inertia) -Zach 


Rye Coalition On Top 

Classic rock and roll tunes ready to whoop your ass in one round. Like a blow to the stomach comes 
Rye Coalition. I've never heard these guys before, and I’m usually not too fancy on this kind of music, 
but | must tell you, this CD is pretty damned good. Think Electric Frankenstein and Rocket from the 
Crypt, but with a little more energy and definitely more raw. Not your typical couch potato rock music. 
Guaranteed to get you doing the moon walk right through your grandparents flower patch. Not too 
aggressive, but not too tame at the same time. (Tiger Style) -Sean 


Schatzi Fifty Reasons to Explode 

Ah, another pop rock band with mediocre lyrics. But | won't write this band off so easily. This record 
is easy on the ears and makes for good pop songs to jam to. They kind of sound like Hot Rod Circuit 
with a dash of the Get Up Kids and some synthesizer action. Seeming this record was produced by 
Ed Rose, (Anniversary/Get Up Kids) | think it has a definite good start. | am really curious to see 
Schaizi live. I'll bet it would be a rocking show. | would pick this record up when you get the chance. 
It's really grown on me. (Mammoth) -Lara 


Waxwing /ntervention: Collection + Remix 

When | saw this on the shelf | almost lost my mind. | had ten bucks in my pocket, and instead of 
spending it on lunch, like | had set out to do, | bought the new Waxwing. As the title states, it is 
a collection of songs that every Waxwing fan should have prior to the inception of. Immediately | 
wasn't happy with it. An outdated version of Kill the Messenger, | mean really, who needs it? That 
song is amazing, and | don't feel it necessary to hear a watered down version. The live tracks they 
choose were really great: “All of My Prophets”, New Years Day” and “Laboratory” really offer up what 
Rocky Votolato’s voice (and message) has to offer. By far, the most worthy reason for purchase is 
the Prince cover. | won't tell you what song, I'll just say that it is time to get your groove on. (Second 
Nature) -Justin 


Andrew W.K. / Get Wet 

| don’t know how this found its way into the Indie Rock section or my stereo, so we'll just let it remain 
a mystery. It didn’t take long for Andrew W.K. to catch on. Joe Oz (of Hellbentrecords.com) played 
this for me one night at the bar, and the next day | heard it at a Philadelphia Flyers game. The day 
after, | saw their video on MTV. The following week my friends were trying to convince me to go see 
Andrew W.K. instead of Billy Bragg. Then the weekend after | found myself in a hotel room with a 
lot of drunk punk rockers jumping off beds and beating up kids on scooters while listening to “I Get 
Wet.” Don't think that it isn’t realized that it's the record label executives whose pants are “getting 
wet” over the recent Andrew W.K. record sales and furthermore that this band is a complete joke, but 
this is one of the ultimate party records to come out in recent years. It's as if Cindy Lauper, Queen, 
the makers of Nintendo theme songs and any hair band from the 80’s got together in pursuit of the 
most fan friendly debauchery to date. Still, it's fun. -Justin 





| Zolof the Rock & Roll Destroyer S/T 








| remember when Justin first played me this band’s 
demo last summer. He told me that he was thinking 
about putting out their record. | told him that it would 
be a good idea. This band is really talented, and that 
comes through from the moment you put this CD 
in your player. The first song is a real rocker, with 
catchy keyboard lines and hand clapping guy/girl 
sing-song vocals that you can’t help but tap your foot 
along with. And the rest of the album continues on in 
the same fashion, for the most part. The best songs 
on this record make you smile and forget your 
troubles. If you have been stuck listening to some 
depressing emo crap, go buy this and remember 
how it feels to smile again. | would have to say that 
my favorite song on this one is “Riding Trains in 
November,” which really showcases the Sarah Shan- 
non-like vocals and would have fit perfectly on Jale’s 
Dreamcake album. My only recommendation would 
be for Zolof to put themselves on a steady diet of 
My Bloody Valentine, in order to bring out their full 
potential. | expect great things in the future for them, 
and | cant wait until they finally go on tour. (Wonka 
Vision Records) -greg 


Sean Na Na My Majesty 

Judging from the cover art alone, it looks like Sean 
Na Na has completly lost it. (As | did with laughter 
upon opening) The cover boasts Mr. Na Na Riding 
a horse with his hair blowing in the wind like some- 
thing out of a movie from the 60's or 70's. Track one, 
Double Date, goes into a Aesops Fable-esque story 
about the author being dissed by a girl whom he met 
at a show, only to then hear a taxicab confession 
story about a girl burning a guy by backstage sex. 
Definitly an uplifting tale of positivity in a negative 
circumstance. Unike previous Sean Na Na Records 
there is something here that seems a little more 
Lo-Fi at first listen. On the other hand the stickyness 
and catchyness of this Indie-Pop Rock hasn't lost 
any of it's edge. In fact, many of the tracks delve into 
this classic rock, mustache wearing, balls out rock 
fashion. | could definitly do without it, but it’s sup- 
posed to be funny (I hope) so | laugh. Some of these 
songs get my hips shaking and cause me to make 
this really provacotive face in true egotistical male 
sexual prowess. Oh, | feel so dirty listening to this. 
The album closes with a mix tape staple for sure 
with “I need a Girl”, which is worth the purchase by 
itself. (FrenchKiss Records) -Justin 
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Atreyu 

Fractures in the Fagade of Your Porcelain Beauty 

| became aware of Atreyu while working for MIA 
Records and running the label's street team. One 
of my members, Alex (Alexander Varkatzas-vocals), 
asked if he could send me a copy of his band’s 
self-released CD entitled Visions. What | heard was 
definitely not anticipated. Despite the poor record- 
ing of the demo and the young ages of the bands 
members, Atreyu displayed a rare level of maturity 
and passion for a demo. | wanted to sign the band 
but unfortunately the powers-that-be feared deal- 
ing with such a young outfit. After some well-placed 
line-up changes and the discovery of the missing 
vocal link behind their drum kit, Atreyu have been 
the best kept secret of the entire west coast for the 
past three years. Southern California’s Atreyu thrive 
on regret and revenge or the darkest place in your 
heart. Atreyu cohesively balance European-influ- 
enced metal riffs with technical guitar work, melodic 
vocal harmonies that are swiftly murdered by a vio- 
lent growl, and enough hardcore ethics to keep it 
all together until the end. Despite Southern Califor- 
nia being known for its expansive punk rock his- 
tory, Atreyu will surely dispel any previous notions 
you may have of what a west coast band sounds 
like. They make their brand of metal a little more 
accessible and add enough emo without sacrificing 
the severity of their haunting noise. They are cur- 
rently recording their first full-length CD for Victory 
Records. (TribunalRecords.com) -Bill 


Conflict Now You’ve Put Your Foot in Your Mouth 
Conflict’s latest effort, Now You’ve Put Your Foot in 
Your Mouth, is fast, furious and leaves you wanting 
more. This CD is only four songs long, and has the 
most angry and politically charged lyrics I’ve ever 
heard. While the core of their sound seems to be in 
the British street punk sound, Conflict adds to the 
mix ska / reggae sound, straight out of Jamaica. 
If you are looking for something good in the con- 
stantly disappointing scene of modern street punk, 
get this CD now. You will not be let down. (Go Kart 
Records) -Jake Rabid 


Saturday Night Kids Total Knockout 

Its sweet and all that they dedicated their album to 
Joey Ramone, but did they really need to imitate his 
music? Ultra flattering and borderline shameless. 
Take a hint from the Queers and call it quits. Oh 
wait...they got back together. (She’s Gone Records) 








1208 Feedback is Payback 

1208 gives me hope that there is actually someone who has an idea about music who is still working 
at Epitaph. Of late, they have released a lot of really bad music that sounds incredibly similar, but 
this album changes everything. It's quite similar to bands like 88 Fingers Louie, but also contains 
a lot of stray influences from metal and pop rock. While listening to this, | found myself comparing 
the music to the weather in Denver. I'd get really into the sound, then out of nowhere they would go 
into a metal breakdown. They would then go back to how it was, but not without leaving me rather 
confused. But as opposed to a snowstorm in the middie of a 70 degree week, | found myself really 
liking the unexpected sound of this band. (Epitaph) -Zach 


Ryan Adams Gold 
This is the sophomore album from this stalwart of no-depression Americana rock. He does a nice 


| job here, but sounds like he’s copying his influences. Here's a list of the more obvious: Van Morrison, 


Bob Dylan, the Band, Bread, the Stones, and Neil Young. What does this mean to you? Nothing new, 
but it's pleasant enough, does not offend (much) and serves as adequate background for company 
under 60 but over 40. (UMG) -Renrag 


Bigwig /nvitation to Tragedy 

Bigwig was once one of my favorite bands, but this album just didn’t do it for me. Maybe | don't like 
the “play as fast and technical as possible” attitude anymore, but if you like that, Bigwig is still one of 
the best bands around. This album is definitely an improvement from their sophomore release, Stay 
Awake, but | just didn’t find myself getting into this disc. If you like old bigwig, !’m sure you'll like this 
as well. (Fearless) -Zach 


Bracket Live in a Dive 

Live in a Dive features 17 of Bracket’s “hits,” performed live in San Francisco. The record speeds 
along and delivers just under an hour of unabashed punk pop. The quality of the recording is a lot 
better than a lot of studio albums I've heard lately, and the onstage banter and crowd heckling the 
band is somewhat funny. The CD also features some extra stuff, like a multimedia portion that has 
the music video for the track “Circus Act,” a short interview with the band, and some footage of the 
band playing “Trailer Park” live. The comic book artwork is also a nice touch. If you find yourself crav- 
ing some new straight up pop punk in the vein of old Descendents or All, look no further. (Fat Wreck 
Chords) -Trev 


Cable Car Theory The Deconstruction 

It took a long time coming, but we waited, and finally we have a Cable Car Theory release on com- 
pact disc. Although | must say it took me a few listens to get used to this on CD, | really like it. I'm 
really used to hearing this band on my busted-ass record player, where a CD sounds so much clearer 
and nicer. Anyhow, on to the music. Some songs on this CD are amazing and some are just so-so. 
| really like the opener “Nakama’” and “Without Armor.” Also, | like the way they changed up “Tears 
for Broken Toys” from the LP. Now it has a little intro before coming in with the heavy part of the 
song. What | like most about these guys is their honesty and love for DIY and the punk community. 
If you get a chance to see these guys live you should check them out. Hopefully they can maintain 
members in the band longer than a few months. (/mmigrant Sun Records) -VeganVadim 


Oh No It’s the C*nts Your Funny 

Straight out of the 1980's fun punk rock. The first time | saw the cover | couldn't stop laughing. It must 
have been the Beaver next to the kid with a monster mask on. | don’t think | would have gone out 
looking for them, but | put it on and | liked them. They have a very surf-punk sound to them, that if | 
saw them, | would be a lot more into them. It seems to me that they kind of lost something in record- 
ing the CD. Pick it up. You just might like it. (Disturbing Records) -Mark Liberty 


Dropkick Murphys/Face to Face (split EP) 

This is surprisingly great! Face to Face rarely seems to settle on one sound. On this recording they 
play straightforward street punk. Their sound resembles the McColgan-era Dropkicks. Their cover of 
Stiff Little Fingers’ “Wasted Life” is a brilliant tribute to an often overlooked punk classic. The Drop- 
kicks contribute a very catchy Irish, completely unpunk, pop song, “The Dirty Glass,’ and an amazing 


| cover of Credence Clearwater Revivals “Fortunate Son.” This CD is the best recent recording heard 


from either band. It is definitely worth a listen. (Vagrant Records) -Jake Rabid 


Face to Face How to Ruin Everything 

The name of the record reads like a good Bukowski novel title, and although this is probably the best 
F2F release since Don’t turn Away it doesn’t thrill me up the way a great novel should. Some of the 
songs are just straight up catchy as hell rock and | wish them well in all the recent success, for they 
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(Face to Face Cont.) deserve it. But I'm so unsure about this bands intentions. | mean wasn't it just | 
a few years ago that they signed to a major, changed their sound, and sold their records for $5.00 | 
cause they were terrible? If this is what is to become of the new sound on the radio, I’m happy for |; 
that because Face to Face have definitly payed their dues, but I’m Over It, like the E.P. But don’t let E 
me sway you, if you are still sticking with them for the long run, this is a humbling release backed with |3 


some catchy rock for your extended players. (Vagrant) -Justin 


Flogging Molly Drunken Lullabies 

| have never been able to quite sit through a Flogging Molly album and appreciate it until Drunken 
Lullabies, and while listening | was doing anything but sitting. In fact, I've never folded laundry or 
done the dishes so fast in my life. Imagine that little Irish kid in your second grade class who used to 
get up in front of the room and dance for you on St. Patty's Day - on Speed!!! Now if you can, imagine 


that same little red headed, scruffy, blue eyed Irish boy pounding beers while dancing. True, it’s a |: 


stretch but St. Patty's Day in my house will never be the same again. A great album stabbing a genre 
of music that isn’t that frequently breached upon in the punk rock music scene. (Side 1 Dummy) 
-Justin 


Good Riddance/Kill Your Idols Split CD 

Nothing too different here. | like both these bands - it's nothing you wouldn't expect from either. 
1-2 minute punk songs. | wish | had the lyrics to this because that's what makes both of 
these bands. But regardless, there are 4 tracks from GR and 3 from KYI. Jesus Christ, how 
many splits do KYI have either in progress or already out now? (Jade Tree Records) -Vadim 


Government Satire/Defiant Trespass Split CD 

Oh No! Not some more political peace punk. | thought this shit died and went out of style a long time 
ago? Government Satire is very similar to Naked Aggression, with dual male and female vox on all 
tracks. At least they have something to sing about that has meaning, unlike all these pop punk bands 
who call themselves Blink-183 and sing about girls. Government Satire, however, did grow on me 
in the end, so | guess it turned out to be catchy after all. Defiant Trespass is (as well) a crust band, 
but there is a small problem with these guys. Not only are they not talented but their music just isn't 
rockin’. Again, | have to respect political views, but that doesn’t make for a good band. In the words 
of Howard Stern, “sorry but this just isn't rockin’”. (Square of Opposition) -Sean 


Ides of March Art is Not a Mirror Held Up to Reality, but a Hammer with Which to... 

This CD features heavy horror hardcore/punk with a strong metal influence that is melodic at times, 
with sudden changes to straight brutality. Ides of March make their presence felt with style similar to 
the Misfits’ “Earth A.D” sound. The impressive part of Ides of March is the production, guitar work, 
and extra instruments. These features are quite impressive to hear from a relatively young band, 
whereas this was something that a band such as the Misfits worked on for years before finally finding 
its space in their legacy. Ides of March may be a band on the rise if it can continue to produce quality 
aggressive rock, like the kind featured on this album. (/des of March) -Jake Rabid 


Iggy & The Stooges Wild Love: The Detroit Rehearsals & More 

This is essentially a selection of demos that even the band can’t remember. That's not necessarily 
bad, however the contents of this disc are really only for serious Stooge-o-philes and completists. 
Don't get me wrong. There is some really cool rocking shit here and there, but it’s not an “album” 
by any means. “Come From Nowhere,’ with its refrain of “I was born in a trailer” is autobiographical, 
and could've been a killer if they had pursued it. With that out of the way, there’s some hot stuff 
here—you’ve just got to search for it. The production, of course, is demo-quality, but you get to hear 
this seminal band work out ideas that were potential killers. Interesting, but not essential. (Bomp!) 
-Renrag 


Jetlag/Lonely Kings (spiit) 

An album like this just displays how vague the term hardcore has become. Not only are the two 
bands different styles of hardcore, but both bands themselves change styles throughout the disc. 
The disc starts off with a rather intense track by Jetlag, but they slowly get softer and equally get 
worse. Then on the fifth track, the Lonely Kings take over. Maybe they aren’t so much a hardcore 
band as they are actually kind of similar to Hot Water Music, in my opinion. Some people consider 
that hardcore. Either way, their 4 tracks are four solid efforts, and definitely the highlight of this album. 
(Sessions) -Zach 


Laymen Terms An Introduction 
Finally, emo the way it should be done. For those of you that are tired of little boys with high-pitched 
voices whining to the tunes of acoustic guitars, have no fear; there is an alternative! Laymen Terms 
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Billy Bragg and the Blokes 
England, Half English 
Oh his stories and tales of life and love make any 
| day for me shine no matter what the weather. Billy 
| Bragg for President! The family man/father’s new 
album has taken a new direction while at times 
going straight back to his early, electric guitar/vocals 
days. | just about jumped out of my chair in dance 
with a crinkled forehead when the title track, came 
on. A fun little ditty with a Carribean twist to it. From 
this boogie number to the hit song, “NPWA’”, Billy's 
diversity remains strong when he chants, “Who 
are these people/Who elected them/And how do | 
replace them with my some of my friends/Can you 
hear/Are you Listening/No power without account- 
ability”. It would be just fine with me if Billy puts 
out records till he is 100 years old. To fully feel and 
understand these new songs you really need to see 
Billy and the Blokes live. Without this you may be 
thinking to yourself, what is going on with this kids 
song. On stage he explained that “Baby Faroukh” is 
written for his child. And he even did a little dance 
to the song. This record is a true representation that 
time only makes things sweeter and so much more 
worth waiting for. (Elektra) -Justin 








Millencolin Home From Home 

Picking up directly after where Pennybridge Pio- 
neers left off, Millencolin was able to pump out 
another energetic and punchy album. Even though 
the album evokes the same feel and sound of its 
sister albums, it manages to still sound new. And if 
the tunes aren't enough, you discontented assholes, 
the CD is enhanced with some video goodness. 
These guys are proof that the skate punk scene is 
still alive. If not here, then in Sweden!!! Well, my 
mom is calling me so the review ends now. (Epitaph/ 
Burning Heart) -Kevy Metal 


Snowdogs Animal Farm 

If this CD was made into a 6 song EP it would be 
the best Victory Records release ever! | kid you not! 
Despite the ultra-lame name, the Snowdogs polish 
off a record straight from the depths of early 90's 
| alternative rock. Just imagine Soul Asylum and early 
Stone Temple Pilots revisted by a bunch of Swedish 
dudes. Fun, catchy, simple and it wil take you back. 
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Selby Tigers Curse of the Selby Tigers 
This St. Paul, MN foursome’s second album is 13 
tracks of high-strung hyper-charged punk rock...e- 
rrr...or something like that. The Tigers utilize the | 
70's punk sound with a light touch of pop sense on 
almost every track. The songs buzz along with the | 
band’s two-pronged guitar attack, pressing things 
forward with each track, clocking in at the standard | 
2 minutes each. However, the stand-out track in my | 
mind has to be the slowed down “The Prom | Never 

Had.” On most of the songs, Arzu D2’s voice cracks 

and screeches, making it sound like any second 

her head will just split into two, which is fine. How- | 
ever, on this track, she proves that if she wants, she 

can really “sing.” With bands like the White Stripes | 
becoming the darlings of many a music critic, it’s 
only a matter of time before the Tigers receive the 
same kind of attention. (Hopeless Records) -Trev 








Necromantix “Night of the Loving Dead.” | put off 
listening to this album as much as | could; | hate 
writing bad reviews, | always feel so guilty after | ! 
do. Finally, after a week of just staring the album, | 
| finally decided to give it a shot. I'm happy to say 
the Necromantix are far from awful. They combined 
both good song writing with good musicianship and 
combined both swinging music of the 50s, along 
with elements of swing, and punk. When | first herd 
them | was reminiscent of bands like the Cramps, as 
well as a slew of 30s and 40s swing and rockabilly. 
The Necromantix manage to stay within the same 
motif, yet through good songwriting keep the lis- 
tener interested. When | heard “Nice day for a Res- 
urrection,” the albums first track, | literally jumped all 
around my room. | do that a lot, or at least when 
an album really excites me. The song starts off with 
an eerie guitar intro reminiscent of that of every | 
vampire movie | have ever seen. The fact of the 
matter is the entire album is great, and | am happy 
to say, “Night of the Loving Dead” has become a 
vital member of my album collection. | suggest that 
you al go pick up this CD. | think you will all thor- 
oughly enjoy it. The Necromantix create an atmo- 
sphere similar that makes one think of Happy Days 
if it were directed by Satan. Their lyrics are comical, 
yet still send the message out that they are a seri- 
ous band, who is striving, to become something. | 
personally think with determination they will do so. 
They already are enormous in their home country 
of Denmark, and | soon think that they will grow | 
huge in the United States. If you want to do some fur- 
ther research on them check out:www.hell-cat.com 
Christian 











(Laymen Terms Cont.) debut CD/EP is packed with melodic guitar riffs and entrancing vocals that 
will keep you humming the songs for days. The musical style sounds a lot like Alkaline Trio, especially 
the vocals and guitars. The lyrics aren’t bad, but the band seems to have a preoccupation with 
relationships that didn’t work out (but what can you expect from an emo band?). It's ok for the first 
couple of songs, but it gets kind of old towards the end of the CD. With phrases like “you and | weren't 
meant to be,” “we were never meant to be,” and “I'll be with you someday” in practically every song. 
| think they ran out of new ideas to write songs about, or maybe they just have really bad luck with 
girls. But if you don’t mind the lyrics, the music is really quite good, it’s catchy and beautiful at the 
same time and | highly recommend it. (Soda Jerk Records) -Julia 


The Lawrence Arms Apathy and Exhaustion 

Indy enhanced pop punk songs that are so generic and harmless, it is amazing. These guys are 
nothing but generic in today’s music market. Consisting of ex-members of such well-known acts as 
Slapstick and The Broadways, this Fat release has something to offer for every indy and punk rocker, 
alike. Catchy and insightful lyrics, sung with enough emotion and passion to make the toughest 
kid cry. With musical influences ranging from new rock heroes, Alkaline Trio, to everyone’s all-time 
favorite band, Jawbreaker, this record has it all. lf you were never a fan, this record is sure to change 
your mind. Good enough to wake your dead grandma up. Chicago is burning! (Fat Wreck Chords) 
-Sean 


Lonely Kings Crowning Glory 

The Lonely Kings album, Crowning Glory, is a must own. They not only are excellent musicians; they 
are also exceptional songwriters. The album explores the deepest darkest depths of both emo and 
alternative rock. It also keeps the listener interested from the heavily punk and emo-influenced first 
track, entitled “Less Then Zero,” to the last track, “Houston, We Have a Problem,” reminiscent of the 
psychedelic rock of the 60s and early 70s. They also prove themselves to be good storytellers. The 
album is filled with songs that tell stories ranging from rejection to starting anew. This adds to the 
Kings overall versatility. The Kings also utilize the technique of overdubbing. In the first track, both an 
electric and acoustic guitar is incorporated. The sounds are layered over one another and give the 
album a lush, vibrant sound. This album is great. Fearless records made no mistake in signing this 
band. (Fearless) -Christian 


Lopez S/T 

Fucking Rock and Roll! | am really getting into bands like this these days. If you like Anti-Seen or 
Limecell you have to go out and get this CD. Sounds like the way it feels to go out and drink beers 
and just fuck around at shows with your friends, nothing but skull and crossbones and lager pints all 
over the place. Go out and get this CD, you will not be disappointed. (infect Records) -Mark Liberty 


Thee Michelle Gun Elephant Collection 

Their name is a corruption of The Damned’s album Machine Gun Etiquette, and being a Japanese 
band, it’s excusable, | suppose. If you thought this might be wimpy or whiny, you're way off base. 
The music is hyper-hard garage rock, mined from Link Wray, The Pirates, Dr. Feelgood, The Who, 
and even The Gang of Four! | can’t understand most of the vox, but the sound of this band com- 
municates volumes to me. This is a compilation of tracks from their singles, EP’s and albums from 
earlier times, an excellent ass kickin’ introduction to the band stateside. Seventeen tracks of hard 
rocking goodness, that transcends mere spoken language, communicating raw feelings and ideas 
through maxed-out amplifiers and adrenaline. Hey, all you kids bored with emo and ni metal, check 
this shit out. You will be amazed. (Alive) -Renrag 

Modey Lemon 

Modey Lemon is not punk, emo, metal, or any other sub-genre you can think of, it's just totally raw, 
dirty Rock! A fast, fun, furious, pure rock n’ roll band and they sound just like Iggy and The Stooges! 
If you're not looking for anything with a political message or poetic statement or some artistic experi- 
mental music and you just want something that you can move to and have a good time, this is it. (A-F 
Records) -Jake 


Moment Songs for the Self-Destructive 

Looking at the layout, the music can’t be bad; or so | thought. This layout is seriously awesome. It’s 
got a cardboard 4-way fold, and the actual CD is clear except for a star drawn on it. The music...well 
honestly | wasn't into it, but | can see other people liking it. Sounds like just another pop punk band. 
It actually reminds me of the June Spirit. (Espo Records) -VeganVadim 


Pilot to Gunner Games At High Speeds 
| really like this disc. This is one of those bands that you want to drive around the parking lot playing 
it really loud and singing, being happy that you know who they are, because no one else does. With 


76 
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(Pilot to Gunner Cont.) all the bands that like to compare themselves to Fugazi or similar acts, this 


is the ONLY rock and roll band that | have ever heard who's been able to pull of a noticeable influ- 
ence without sounding just like them. Although the influence is noticeable, there is so much more 
rock going on in this album. I’m not even going to try and classify them, but | definitely recommend 
this disc to ANYONE who can get their hands on it. (Gern Blandsten) -Zach 


Pop Unknown The August Division 


Justin informs me that this band has some, or at least one, ex-member of the band Mineral. If that | 
intrigues you, read on. This CD is a well-crafted rock and roll record, filled with catchy hook-laden | 
songs. Reminds me of every other pop punk record, but it is much more mature then most of them. | 


The songs get beyond the three chords that hold most of them together, making them much more 
interesting than other bands in the same genre. All in all, this is a solid and very listen-friendly outing 
for this band. Check ‘em out if this sounds good to you. -greg 


Potshot A Gogo 

Pretty standard ska stuff here. Ska guitar. Ska horns--all pretty tight. | suppose if you like ska, you 
will probably like this. The only thing that makes it stand out is the fact that these guys are Japanese. 
I'll bet that if they sang these songs in their native tongue, it would be much more interesting. Unfor- 
tunately, they attempt to sing them in English and it really doesn’t work all that well for them. Not only 
are the vocals a bit unintelligible, but they also take away from the overall quality of the rest of the 
otherwise decent music. You don't have to take my word on it, but | think these guys are much better 
than this CD shows. (Asian Man Records) -greg 


Shmunks For You / Can't Talk Because They're Yelling at Me 

Ok, first off, | think Justin wants me to find God. This is another born-again punk band. | don’t get 
it. Isn't punk against all that sort of stuff? At first glance | thought this was going to be an anarchist 
band, with all of the Soviet-style lettering and a very working class picture on the cover. | was totally 
wrong. When | started to listen to the lyrics, it was all about God and Jesus. The music for the songs 
sound very US Hardcore punk, but | just can’t get into them. | just think they are a little too generic for 
my taste and | would not recommend this CD to even my enemies. (Pluto Records) -Mark Liberty 


Student Rick Soundtrack to a Generation 

This is proof! Victory has officially lost its marbles! This is the softest album Victory has ever, and 
probably will ever, release. Student Rick is borderline emo even. Has the bulldog lost its bite? Either 
way, at least they still have their sense in good music. All though impeccably soft and poppy, it’s still 
a really good disc. It's musically tight and rather diverse. Sometimes | don’t quite understand what is 
going on melodically with their transitions, but all in all this is one really solid disc. (Victory Records) 
-Zach 


The Survivors Death Cures Addiction 

“IM UN-DER THE IN-FLU-ENCE!” I’m drunk as fuck. I’m under the influence. Give me more drugs. 
I'm under the influence. | can’t think straight. I’m under the influence!!! Shit, | love that song. Those, 
however, are not the lyrics. | flipped ‘em a little to suit my taste. Could you tell that | wasn’t sXe? The 
Survivors are and they're still rad. These guys are a six-piece hardcore/punk band (some might even 
call them sXe band!) out of New Fucking Jersey! Oh yeah, and they'll rock your drunken stoned ass 
if you don’t watch out. Yes, | did say SIX! Death Cures Addiction is a split release from Knife o Death 
and Hellbent Records, and is the follow-up to their debut record, released in June of 2000. They've 
been together since 1998 and have earned their street cred by playing with bands like: Kill Your Idols, 
Shai Hulud, Agnostic Front, No Logic, The Unseen, LES Stitches, TSOL and many others. This disc 
is a little raw for my taste, but for those of you who like that sound and are into the straight edge 
ra-ra thing, this album should be like a hit from the glass dick for a crack-head. Most importantly, this 
album shows serious potential as well as room for growth. Pick this one up and be on the lookout 


for The Survivors in the future. It's only $8 so go to knifeordeathrecords.com_or hellbentrecords.com 
and pick it up. (Knife or Death/Hellbent Records) -Milkman 


The White Stripes White Blood Cells 

Holy shit! Where'd this come from? | suspect it was released before their widely noticed self-titled 
effort on this very label. Why am | telling you about an older cd from early last year? Because it 
rocks ferociously, that’s why. If you haven’t heard this duo despite all the hype in the second half of 
last year, you owe it to yourself to scarf up anything by them. They are firmly based in the seventies 
version of rockin blues and soul, pulling it-off with aplomb. A few cuts are acoustic based, but most 
of the time it’s loud, and nasty. (sympathyrecords.com) -Renrag 





| Vision Just Short of Living 





1k 





Tired of rap-rock? Don't like pop-punk? Think Dash- 
BORED sucks? Hate screamo? You're not alone. 
The re-release of this album hits right in time for it 
to be huge. Why you ask? This album is old enough 
to be classic yet still cutting edge enough to actu- 
ally make you sit up and really pay attention, like 
old school Vans. In today’s apathetic cynical soci- 
ety, that, my friend, is a hell of an achievement. I'm 
not some fanboy talking here. I’m telling you what 
| see around me in the music scene as a whole. 
This disc is artistic, conservative, innovative, raw, 
grimy, gutter and gangster all in one. If you think 
you're cool, you might want to stay away from this 
one because you won't get it and you'll end up tell- 
ing people that you think it sucks. Never mind. Buy it 
anyway so you can sell it in three months and | can 
buy it used. This is exactly why you can go out right 
now and find other Vision records in your favorite 


| used record store, be it Repo Records, Tunes on the 


Dunes or Bleecker Bobs. They're diamonds in the 
rough and well worth the time it takes to find them. 
Go my friends and look for them, they are out there. 
You won't find Just Short of Living though. It’s avail- 
able for $10 from www.knifeordeathrecords.com or 
www.interpunk.com or www.revhg.com (Knife or 
Death) -Milkman 


Toilet Boys Toilet Boys 

Hoo Hah! This is some good shit, being influenced 
by the Dolls, Real Kids, Nervous Eaters, and per- 
haps most of all, Wayne/Jayne County and the Elec- 
tric Chairs. Kids, this is real rock and roll. The pack- 
age reveals that this bunch puts on a show--flaming 
guitars and fire eating to boot. Rock and roll rarely 
feels as invigorating as this. Do you dig the Dead 
Boys or L.E.S. Stitches? Did you enjoy Hedwig and 
the Angry Inch? Whaddya waiting for? All three of 
their CDs are rockers. So get them now or miss out 
on a thrill ride. (Masterplan) -Renrag 


Virulent Strain Torture Tools 
This band took me a few times through to get into; 
but they seemed to have grown on me. | am not 
usually into girl-fronted bands, but | really like this 
band. Totally pissed off lyrics and the music is even 
more aggressive. | am really into this band and | 
hope they come to Philadelphia soon! This band is 
a lot like a girl version of Toxic Narcotic and | think 
you HAVE to go get yourself a copy of this CD! 
(Rodent Popsicle) -Mark Liberty 
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Ozomatli Embrace The Chaos 

Beyond Taco Bell, | no speak Spanish, so | was 
apprehensive when Justin sent me this for review (it 
being a cd of, you know, Spanish music). Have any 
of you kids heard of Mano Negra or Bootsauce? 
I'm reminded of them here, what with the masterful 
blending of music from various disparate cultures. 
On several tunes there’s rapping in English, but it 
only reduces the fun factor. If you can imagine a big 
band version of Los Lobos with electronics and the 
inevitable rapping, you got it pegged. | find myself 
flamenco dancing with an invisible partner (not a 
pretty sight) throughout this disc, and only wish | 
knew what the hell they were talking about. Sexy. 
(Interscope) -Renrag 


DJ Smash Phonography DJ Smash is truly origi- 


nal, dropping Jazz guitar riffs, and hip-hop oriented | 


drumbeats upon a diverse representation of musi- 
cal styles. These CD features his remixes of every- 
thing from hippie jam bands such as Modeski Martin 
and Wood to a Rendition of the Beatles Classic 
“Come Together” to R&B and Reggae singers as 
well. Smash possesses a very relaxed, very compli- 
cated yet quiet music. Not your typical club oriented 
electronica; DJ Smash is a hip hop/ Jazz-fusion 
artist like the Roots. The Roots, produce there trade- 
mark sound with a band, where as DJ smash pulls 
it off with a fine ear for good music and a select 
choice of samples to improve the overall appeal of 
the music without adding so much effects that it 
loses it's original appeal. (Capital) -Jake Rabid 


R. Kelly and Jay-Z Best Of Both Worlds 

The Best of Both Worlds brings together two very 
established artists who are arguably the best at 
what they do; Jay-Z who drops some of the tight- 
est flows with storyteller ability and R. Kelly, whose 
soulful R&B passion has become a staple in the 
hip-hop scene. This album integrates all of what it 
takes to make a great hip-hop record. First, Tone 
(aka Track Master) drops some of the hottest beats 
yet to be heard this year and produces this album 
perfectly. Second, Jay-Z’s flow is timed just right 
and his content appeals to everyone in some way. 
Third, R. Kelly (who takes this album to the next 
level) presents the onslaught of R&B thuggery, spit- 
ting some of the crudest phrases in a beautiful, 
soulful tone. Lastly, this album possesses the cha- 
risma that all great records have, the excitement 
and anticipation before you put the CD on to want- 
ing to hear a particular song again after you take it 
out of the stereo. With all the elements put together 
you have a musical masterpiece that should be 
enjoyed by all. Welcome to the best of both worlds. 


(Def Jam) -Roundeye_ 









V/A World Wide Tribute to the Real Oj Vol.2 

The second compilation in this series brought to you by Roger Miret and Ono Cro-Mag. Just like the 
first one it presents all the best hardcore bands covering all the classic songs of Oi!/Streetpunk. Basi- 
Cally just like volume one. This rules, go get it now! (Triple Crown/l Scream Records) -Jake Rabid 


V/A New York’s Hardest Vol. 3 

The Third Cd in the series of compilations, this is just as good as the first two. Bands such a, S.O.D. 
and Ill Nino provide some impressive tracks, however unlike the first two editions of New York's Hard- 
est, Volume 3 defiantly provide a more metal oriented tone. In fact with the exception of New York 
Hardcore founders Agnostic Front there is not much of a hardcore presence on this CD at all. It is 
still over all an impressive recording and displays why NYC has remained the city at the forefront of 
aggressive American rock music for the past two and a half decades. (Go-Kart) -Jake Rabid 


V/A Weezer Tribute 

I've seen this coming from a mile away and it has dollar bills written all over it. | think it's just plain 
wrong to put out a tribute CD out by a band who is still together, and touring nonetheless. Even Andy 
from Whippersnapper agrees, “! guess it doesn’t really matter anyway, if | want to hear Weezer | put 
on Weezer”. Tribute comps should be reserved for when the band’s not around anymore. (G/ue Fac- 
tory) -Justin 


V/A Initial Records - Catalog Sampler Disc 3 
Not too much to say about this comp, basically it's just like any other compilation w/ music from 
hardcore/metal/indie, etc. bands. Includes the likes of American Nightmare, Burnt by the Sun, Con- 
verge, Disembodied, Hey Mercedes, Martyr AD, No Motiv, Onelinedrawing, Rainer Maria, Spark 
Lights the Friction, Stretch Armstrong, the White Octave, plus many more. Overall, it’s 26 tracks of 
good underground music. (Initial) -VeganVadim 


V/A Lookout! Freakout - Episode 2 

This comp rocks my world! And not many have the ability of doing that nowadays. Let's get the lighter 
sides out of the way first. The Donnas? Please stop making music. Jesse Michaels? Again please 
stop making music. Keep making music goes out to Black Cat Music and American Steel. Ted Leo is 
completely amazing and |'’,m kinda dumbfounded as to how he ended up on this CD. Get this. It's got 
a few songs on it that make it a MUST HAVE! (Lookout) -Justin 





V/A Springman Records Comp- Spring Really Sucks This comp is a re-release of a Springman 
| Records compilation originally released in 1999 entitled Spring Sucks. | really think that this is pop 
) punk at its best, really energetic and upbeat. It's one of those comps that you put on at the end of 
a bad day, and it cheers you up, like a little dose of sunshine. Some of the bands featured are Pain, 
The Wunder Years, Twenty2, The Timeouts, and a cool Brazilian band called Staples. Most of the 
songs have funny lyrics, which you can tell from titles such as “I Want Some Pussy Yo” and “Eeyore.” 
The best thing about this comp is that it will only cost you bucks, so run don’t walk to get a copy! 
(Springman Records) -Julia 


VIA The Thing That Ate Floyd 

Thirty four raw punk rock songs from back in the day when Pop Punk wasn’t so pop. Right now in 
my life | am looking more towards the future of what Punk Rock is developing into then looking into 
the past, but for those that are out there to reminisce, this is a good buy. There are some really great 
bands on this comp. One band that always seems to excite me is...OPERATION IVY!!! Mr. T. Experi- 
ence, NUFAN, Eyeball and Crimpshrine grace the comp w/ their presents as well. There are many 
other tubular bands from California that bust out there tunes. Not recommended for most but recom- 
mended to all those that are still loving the old school sounds. (Lookout Records) -Kevy Metal 





VIA The Warning Compilation 
Note to record label: when printing up the liner notes for a cd write in a font that you can read, 
people don’t want to go blind trying to figure out what bands are on a cd. OK, sorry for getting off 
the subject on to the music. This compilation features indie and punk bands from the Pennsylvania 
underground. Two songs each from The Jazz June, Sadaharu, the Covert Agency, No On 15, From 
Common Knowledge and Fakebomb. The Covert Agency out of Kutztown, Pa stood out with their two 
vocalists and their ability to add harmonies to their punk really stood out. Fakebomb’s moody brood- 
| ing tunes seemed a little out of place on the disc but were a welcome change of pace. The Jazz 
June’s “Sabbath Song” has a few Black Sabbath-esque riffs placed through out the interesting track. 
Overall, it’s a nice representation of the PA underground. (Universal Warning Records) -Trev 
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Bradford Trojan & Traffic Jam (demo) 

The amount of sad breakout albums out there today is a staggering number. Just when you thought 
nothing could bring yo up, Bradford Trojan & Traffic Jam come at you with an upbeat, get your head 
out of the dumps, positive whoopey making album. | recite, “Eyes, they are open wide/nowhere left 
to hide/| got so many places to go/l tried for the longest time/but i finally got it right/free to be out on 
my own”. The positive nature that shines from Mr. Trojan emenates into his rocking jams and brings 
warm yellow light down upon its listeners. Imagine if you mixed the sperm of Johnny Cash, Elvis 
Costello, and Beck. Yeah, you'd get one big sticky mess, and out of the depths of that mess would 
emerge Bradford Trojan & Traffic Jam. This is one highly impressive E.P. and | can’t wait to hear 


more. (Unsigned) -Justin 


Commonground (demo) 

This screamo band from NJ is actually pretty decent. They share a sound with bands the likes of 
Bane and Thursday. Transitions from soft melodic pop to heavy thrashing screaming hardcore are 
done so smoothly without hesitation. The demo is only two songs, but overall it's one of the best 
things I’ve ever heard from a relatively new band. (Unsigned) -Jake Rabid 


Early Dolphin Double Cookin (demo) 

This CD was sent to Wonka Vision along with a very nice note asking for a review. Based on that fact 
alone, | will be kind. This four song CD is not terrible, but it's not very good either. All of the songs 
are kind of folky-type rock, similar to the Masters of the Hemisphere, or maybe the slower side of 
Beulah. There are some harmonicas and country-type guitars on some of these songs. The sleepy 
rock feel of the last song “Memory of the Ocean” is probably the best song. Overall though, it's just 
really not all that engaging. Nothing jumps up and says listen to me. But check them out if they tour. 
It might be a good show to go to and drink some beers. (Unsigned) -greg 


Farewell to Fashion (demo) 
These three songs from Farewell to Fashion are really pretty good. They have the music down, emo 
(sorry, had to use it here) guitar driven rock numbers that can stick in your head. They sound similar 


to early Farside, Saves the Day or maybe even the Get Up Kids, but just a bit harder. The only | 


problem | can find with this demo is that they found the need to throw in some really crappy back 
up vocals in some spots that really ruin the songs. Like the “yeahs” at the end of track one or the 
“let's go” in track two. But based on this demo, this band has potential and | can see them on TRL 
as long as they are cute and can make a decent video. Check them out if this sounds appealing to 
you, because | know that your girlfriend will like them. (Unsigned) -greg 


The Hokkaido Concern 
Cool, impressive instrumental rock is offered by this band. The sound of the CD goes from mellow 
despair to absolute fury and brutality released upon the world by four talented musicians. Fans of 
instrumental metal bands such as Trans Am or Karma To Burn1 must check out the Hokkaido Con- 
cern. This might be some of the best sounding recordings of a group in this artist-oriented genre. 
(Unsigned) -Jake Rabid 


Drive Faster (demo) 

Drive Faster’s demo is well...just that--obviously a demo, under mediocre production quality, though 
they're a talented band with a sound catchy enough to go over well in today’s emo-oriented pop rock 
world of music. Their sound is comparable to the Saves the Day, Jimmy Eat World, The Anniversary 
sound that has become so popular in today’s music world. There are several tracks on the demo that 
are disposable and don’t really matter, however stand-out tracks such as “The Fall Lasts Forever” 
and “Crash and Burn” stand out and showcase both the bands’ talent and songwriting ability. These 
songs with a little extra production polishing could help this band make an impact on the emo scene 
that they seem to draw so much influence from. (Unsigned) -Jake Rabid 


Lister Shitty Handwriting | Can’t Read (demo) 

Straightforward power metal with a funky bass player that helps add a great groove to the sound of 
the band. It’s like if you spliced Pantera with the Chili Peppers. The music is about as complicated 
and brutal as you could possibly get on most tracks but the vocal styles go from near-hip-hop rap- 
ping, to dark melodic vocal lines, to absolute death metal screams. There are only a few bands that 
can pull off the rap rock merge. It’s become a popular sound and provides more crap than quality. 
However, this band manages to pull it off, adding a funky hip-hop rhythm without losing the power of 
metal that gets your head rocking back and forth. You'll groove to this band at one moment, and be 
looking for the pit the next. This band has their act together and is worth a listen. (Unsigned) -Jake 
Rabid 








Memoir (demo) 

YES! New Jersey Grindcore! It’s fast. It’s heavy. It's 
brutal. And if you like Burnt by the Sun, or Poison 
the Well, you may leave a stain in your pants after 
listening to this. This band features two screaming 
| vocalists, two guitarists that mix some of the most 
, fast-paced brutal riffs with quiet harmonies, heavy, 
dark bass lines, and a drum beat so fast it sounds 
like gunfire. Anyone who is interested in any sort of 
aggressive music should hear this. It’s a celebration 
| of sound, meets an explosion in your ears. Check 

this band out now. (Unsigned) -Jake Rabid 





Mr. Furious (demo) 
Okay, well | didn’t expect this to be good, being as 
| the band took their name from Ben Stiller's char- 
acter in “Mystery Men,” the worst movie he ever 
starred in. However, this is surprisingly good. The 
, vocals are similar to the style of AFI's Davey Havok, 
| however the lyrics and music style are reminiscent 
of the Bouncing Souls. Mr. Furious is obviously a 
pretty solid pop punk act, but you can also tell this 
| is a demo. With some better production, | think 
| this could go over well with most of the punk rock 
| crowd. They just need to polish up their sound a bit. 
(Unsigned) -Jake Rabid 





Subject to Change (demo) 

When | got this burned disc with its cheap sticker 
label and little else, | thought, “hmmm...chances 
are this is going to suck.” However, | was pleas- 
antly surprised by the catchy tunes delivered by 
these guys. The eight-track promo features mostly a 
straight ahead power pop-ish sound that can proba- 
bly be classified as the dreaded “e-word.” However, 
the band isn't afraid to venture out and jam a little, 
as evident in the five and half minute standout track 
“Time After Time” and nearly 5 minute “Words of 
Wisdom.” Overall, a nice effort. (Unsigned) -Trev 








Turning Blue (demo) 

So do you remember that really special day? You 
know, for girls it was when you got your period or 
for guys it was when you got your first erection. 
Anyhow, you thought it was the coolest thing in the 
world. Then in a few years you found out it's the 
worst thing that ever happened. Well, this is what 
happened to this band when A New Found Glory 
came into their lives. Not to say this is bad. The 
songs are really catchy, and for a demo, it’s decent 
(a lot better than other crap), but still the compari- 
son is as noticeable as Justin Wonka amongst a 
flock of professional basketball players. | wonder 
how long it will take for bands to stop playing this 
kind of stuff. (Unsigned) -VeganVadim 
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Here is this months juicy bits of gossip. Last issue I reported that Red 
Murder Mayhem would have been one of the best new hard core bands 
out of NJ. Well they broke up when their guitarist wouldn’t call out of 
his deli meat slicing job at the supermarket. (And he’s a vegetarian!) 
One NJ hard core/punk band that didn’t break up was The Survivors. 
240 kids showed up to there record release party on March 15 in Brick, 
NJ. It was amazing! Plus Kill Your Idols played, and the new band that 
has two former members of Lifetime (Dan Y. and Dave W.) Paint it 
Black also played. 


Alledgedly Lars Frederickson and the Bastards cancelled several dates 
on the Punk vs. Psychos tour because an enraged female fan saw Lars 
walking down the street and felt the need to jump on him, in turn 
screwing up several discs in his back. 


You’ve heard that whining bunch who call themselves Further Seems 
Forever right? Sure you have, Chris Carraba’s <the next punk God> 
old band. The whining bunch’s set was cut short by ONE SONG in 
Philadelphia at the Owl Cove in February by the on duty cops who 
tried explaining to them that the curfew was 15 minutes past. FSS then 
explained to the crowd how they need to ban the Owl Cove which cur- 
rently stands as ONE of the THREE All Ages venues in Philly. Good 
for FFS spreading discontent in a scene (which isn’t theirs) because 
they didn’t play one last song. Their singers voice sucks anyway. 


Scott Caplan, writer of the zine Comfort Creature and singer of the 
Denver based band Contender, appeared on the Price is Right in 
recent months sporting a Suburban Home Records T-shirt. Scott took 
his chance at winning a car but all he won were some guitars in 
the bidding part. They actually charged him for the guitars (taxes/ 
shipping) so from what I am told, I don’t think he got them. 


Jason Schwartzman from the movie Rushmore pretty much ruined 
any cool points he ever had by drumming for the latest crapshoot 
pop weezer-esque band Phantom Planet. I guess it’s right that 
terrible bands like this don’t spend a day in the underground circuit 
and all the sudden become “the next big thing”. This band sucks 
and so do their “phone calls from the road’ on their web site. 
You won’t be seeing them in a basement near you anytime soon. 


The Donnas are keeping it as real as they ever have, as their song 
appeared in the latest Target commercial. Good job. 


Sean from Coalesce has a new band together and they are putting 
something out on Undecided Records from Florida. I bought some new 
stamps the other day at the post office. They have Roy Wilkins on 
them. If anybody knows who that guy is let me know. 


By the time this hits the streets Orlando Magicfest will be happening 
in Florida. The big headliner so far is Hand of Hope which is essen- 
tially Morning Again with Damien (As Friends Rust) and John Wylie 










tired of their psuedo- 
revolutionary shit, or 
is it just me? FUCK 
AUTHORITY? Ha, 
these guys sure know 
how to get the kids to 
buy records. I’d like 
to know what they do 
in there free time to 
buck the system. I bet 
they’ve never even stolen copies from a Kinko’s before!! 


Scott from Comfort Creature/Contender 
and a true pimp; Bob Barker 


Hot Rod Circuit alledgedly have been mistaked by reviewers as Hot 
Butt Circuit on their latest released which pictures what looks like 
a girl taking a dump on the can, but if you take a closer look, she is 
actually sitting in a bathtub. For what reason is yet to be figured out 
by us. Just stupid. 


Apparently, Courtney Love is negotiating with Epitaph Records to 
release unheard tracks recorded by Nirvana years ago. Love is suing 
her label Universal over royalties, and plans to take the lost Nirvana 
tracks with her. The MTV report stated that Universal had threat- 
ened to destroy these un-released tracks. Nirvana dissolved in 1993(1 
think) when lead singer Kurt Cobain committed suicide. Say what 
you want about Nirvana, but they did change the landscape of popu- 
lar music and helped boot all those cock rock bands off the radio and 
into retirement. 


9-11 Corrections - Art Becomes Reality 

The Bouncing Souls changed the back cover to “How I spent my 
Summer Vacation” which originally portrayed their little logo guy 
smashing the World trade Centers. 


Anthrax appeared on VH1’s “Behind the Music” saying that they 
actually did in fact consider changing the name of the band. 
Scott of Anthrax went to Ground Zero and one of the workers 
as well as an enthralled Anthrax fan said to him, “Don’t you 
change your name. Don’t let them win!” That same month Anthrax 
played a benefit concert for victims at Madison Square Garden. 


Dreamworks Recording artist Jimmy Eat World changed the name 
of their last record all together from “Bleed America” to “S/T”. That 
makes for the second “S/T” JEW album. 


Philly’s own Go! For the Throat was slated to release their album 
titled “Attack on America” but later changed it to “Here and Now”. 
Pick it up, it’s really good. 


(Eulogy recs, Until The End, Trust No One, Where Fear and Weapons | us 


Meet). And some other dudes who aren’t even vegan!! 


Ignite, it seems just signed to Vans Records which is run my Jim 
the vocalist from Pennywise. Speaking of Pennywise, is anybody 
























olof the Rock & The Virus Ultimate Fakebook Saves the Day 





Roll Destroyer S/T Singles & Rarities Open Up And Say Stay What you Are 
(Wonka Vision/Break (PunkCore Records) Awesome (Vagrant Records) 


Even Records) (Initial Records) 
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Big Wig An Iwi- . qacieren 
is lg thay Seed The Code Mode 
psd taee (Espo Records) 








=== 2002 Punk Rock Calendar A Year in the Life 
The Distillers of a Punk AFI, Hot Water Music, Alkaline Trio, 








Streets of Philly 
Compilation Feat. “Sing, Sing, Death New Found Glory, Samiam, Saves the Day, 
Anti Flag, Digger, Dance?” (Epitaph Avail, MXPX, Atom & His Package, Jets to 
(Wonka Records) Records) Brazil and more (SubStandard Records) 
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